




Step
INTO	THE

Bible
100	Family	Devotions	to	
Help	Grow	Your	Child’s	Faith

Ruth	Graham



In	loving	memory	of	my	mother,	who	taught	me	the	Scriptures	with
First	Steps	for	Little	Feet	Along	Gospel	Paths	by	Charles	Foster.

May	the	little	people	in	your	life	learn	about	the	
Bible	in	this	revised	and	updated	edition	of	Foster’s	original	book.
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Introduction
Four	Generations

Step	 into	 the	 Bible	 is	 based	 on	 the	 book	 First	 Steps	 for	 Little	 Feet	 Along
Gospel	Paths	 by	Charles	 Foster.	 First	 published	 in	 the	 1800s,	 this	 book
taught	the	Bible	to	four	generations	of	Graham	children.	It	has	stood	the
test	of	time	with	updates	and	re-releases	over	the	past	150-plus	years.
Many	years	ago,	when	my	grandparents	were	medical	missionaries	to

China,	 they	 chose	 First	 Steps	 for	 Little	 Feet	 Along	 Gospel	 Paths	 to	 teach
their	children	biblical	truths.	They	saw	that	this	book	built	precept	upon
precept	 in	 teaching	 children	 the	 great	 principles	 and	 facts	 of	 the
Christian	faith.
In	 turn,	my	mother	 used	 this	 book	 in	 our	 preschool	 and	 elementary

training.	 She	 not	 only	 read	 it	 to	 us	 and	 quizzed	us	with	 the	 questions
following	each	story,	she	also	taught	us	this	was	a	book	to	be	loved.	It
gave	us	an	early	appreciation	for	the	Bible	and	told	us	of	the	historical
examples	to	follow	as	we	grew	up.
It	was	a	memorable	day	when	I	received	my	own	copy	of	First	Steps	for

Little	Feet	Along	Gospel	Paths.	I	cherished	the	little	book.	I	could	not	read
yet,	 but	 I	 remember	 gently	 leafing	 through	 the	 book,	 looking	 at	 the
pictures,	and	anticipating	the	day	when	I	could	read	it	myself.
When	 my	 own	 children	 were	 ready	 for	 family	 prayer	 time,	 we

proceeded	with	gusto.	I	went	to	the	store	and	bought	all	the	new	Bible
storybooks,	 books	 on	 how	 to	 have	 exciting	 family	 devotions,	 and	 idea
books.	For	the	first	few	days,	things	went	fairly	well,	but	eventually	the
plan	fizzled.
Finally,	 I	 remembered	First	 Steps	 for	 Little	 Feet	Along	Gospel	 Paths	 on

my	bookshelf.	My	children	had	been	delighted	to	see	my	name	scrawled
in	pencil	in	the	front.	They	were	excited	about	a	book	their	mommy	read
when	she	was	little	and	even	their	Tai	Tai	(what	they	called	my	mother;
pronounced	Teddy,	meaning	“old	lady”	in	Chinese)	read	when	she	was	a
little	girl	in	China.



My	children	enjoyed	the	short	stories.	The	family	devotion	time	took
us	 a	 total	 of	 about	 ten	minutes.	My	 three-and-a-half-year-old	 daughter
thought	it	was	great	and	did	very	well.	And	even	though	my	two-year-
old	son	didn’t	answer	the	questions,	he	was	learning	from	his	sister.

Updating

As	we	progressed	through	the	book,	it	became	increasingly	clear	that	the
book	needed	updating.	The	language	of	the	1800s	sounded	strange	to	us.
The	concept	of	the	book	was	still	excellent	—	it	was	a	classic.	So	I	began
to	edit	words	and	phrases	as	I	went	along.
On	a	visit	home	to	my	parents’	home	in	North	Carolina	one	Easter	in
the	 late	1970s,	 I	 told	my	mother	 that	 the	book	needed	 to	be	 rewritten
and	 suggested	 that	 she	do	 it.	 But	 she	 turned	 around	and	 said	 that	 she
thought	 I	 should	 do	 it.	 As	 I	 continued	 to	 edit,	 rewrite,	 and	 add	 some
original	material,	I	became	aware	of	the	value	of	this	book	as	a	tool	in
teaching	 children.	Mr.	 Foster’s	 concept	 of	 building	 upon	 a	 foundation,
precept	upon	precept,	was	strong.	And	when	I	double-checked	a	fact	in
Scripture,	 I	 was	 impressed	 with	 the	 accuracy	 of	 the	 book.	 It	 was	 an
exciting	project	for	me.
Thus	came	the	publication	of	the	1980	edition,	called	First	Steps	in	the
Bible.
Over	 25	 years	 after	 the	 1980	 edition	 released,	 I	 once	 again	 revised
stories,	added	new	ones,	and	removed	weak	stories.	You	have	the	newest
edition	 of	 the	 classic	 book	 in	 your	 hands:	 Step	 into	 the	 Bible.	 The	 title
represents	 the	 interactive	 features	 that	 encourage	 families	 to	 develop
their	faith	during	devotional	time.

A	Unique	Book

As	you	go	through	this	book	with	your	children,	you	will	notice	that	it	is
far	 from	 being	 a	 surface	 Bible	 storybook.	 Through	 Bible	 stories,	 I
introduce	 the	 basic	 doctrines,	 obedience	 to	 God,	 original	 sin,	 Christ’s
atoning	death,	and	eternal	life.	Children	understand	these	principles	and
readily	accept	them.	It	is	easy	for	adults	to	make	things	too	complicated.



Children	want	to	believe	and	have	such	open	hearts	toward	God.
Over	 300	 full-color	 illustrations	 and	 photographs	 will	 capture	 your
children’s	 imaginations.	 Also,	 throughout	 the	 book	 there	 are	 Parent
Notes	 to	 help	 you	 guide	 your	 children	 into	 an	 understanding	 of	 the
principles	set	forth.
Every	story	has	an	appropriate	Memory	Verse.	I	feel	it	is	important	for
children	to	begin	memorizing	verses	early	to	become	a	lifelong	habit.	In
addition,	every	tenth	devotional	in	the	book	is	designated	as	a	“resting”
period.	These	devotions	contain	only	Scripture.	Use	these	resting	steps	as
an	 opportunity	 to	 immerse	 yourself	 and	 your	 family	 in	 the	 Word.
Questions	follow	each	story,	which	help	both	children	and	adults	 learn
about	themselves,	their	faith,	and	God.

Devotions	for	the	Family

When	 I	was	growing	up,	we	had	 family	prayers	 right	after	breakfast.	 I
found	 that	 a	 good	 time	 for	my	 children	was	 right	 after	 dinner.	Things
didn’t	seem	quite	so	rushed,	and	we	were	all	together	and	refreshed	by	a
good	meal.	 It	 is	 important	 to	 keep	 things	 short	—	 only	 ten	 to	 fifteen
minutes.	Try	to	be	regular	and	consistent.

How	to	Start

Read	 a	 story,	 ask	 the	 questions,	 and	 then	 have	 a	 short	 prayer.	 If	 you
have	very	young	children,	the	questions	might	be	a	bit	difficult	and	you
may	want	to	rephrase	them	so	that	the	answer	is	in	the	question.
When	 it	 comes	 to	 the	 prayer	 time,	 on	 some	 occasions	 my	 children
liked	to	have	short	sentence	prayers	so	that	each	in	turn	could	pray	out
loud.	 Remember	 to	 teach	 your	 children	 to	 praise	 and	 thank	 the	 Lord
first.	 Always	 be	 specific	 in	 your	 requests	 as	 well	 as	 in	 your	 praise.
Perhaps	you	could	begin	a	family	prayer	list	that	would	include	friends,
teachers,	 schoolwork,	 pastor,	 missionaries,	 world	 leaders,	 and	 others.
When	you	see	answers,	be	sure	to	point	them	out	to	your	children	and
talk	about	how	good	God	is	to	answer	our	prayers.



Expect	to	have	squirming	and	wiggling	and	a	few	interruptions	when
you	 are	 reading	 to	 little	 ones.	 It	 is	 surprising	 how	much	 they	 absorb
even	while	squirming.	Don’t	make	it	a	pressured	competitive	situation.	If
a	 child	 cannot	 answer	 a	 question	 or	 has	 not	 listened	 very	 well,	 don’t
worry.	They	will	probably	get	it	the	next	time	around.	With	100	stories,
you	have	many	opportunities!

Family	Togetherness	Time

I	 loved	 reading	 to	 my	 children!	 It	 was	 a	 wonderful	 way	 to	 spend
concentrated	time	with	them.	Now	I	love	reading	to	my	grandchildren.
Reading	 can	 also	 spark	marvelous	 conversations	with	 your	 children.

Learn	 to	 listen	 to	 them.	 Try	 to	 make	 your	 reading	 exciting	 by	 voice
inflection.	 (My	 mother	 had	 such	 a	 wonderful	 Scottish	 burr	 and	 my
grandmother	could	imitate	all	the	Southern	accents.)	Use	this	book	as	a
catalyst	 for	 family	 time;	gather	 together	 for	a	 time	of	 fun	and	spiritual
training.	You	will	be	 surprised	what	 this	will	 lead	 to	 in	 family	growth
and	closeness.	God	will	bless	your	efforts.

A	Book	to	Enjoy

Step	into	the	Bible	does	not	have	to	be	limited	to	family	devotions.	Place
it	where	it	can	be	easily	reached	for	little	ones	to	look	at	on	their	own	or
for	older	children	to	read	to	 themselves.	Let	 them	use	 it	as	a	reference
book	for	Sunday	school	lessons.	It	 is	a	book	to	be	used	and	enjoyed	by
the	 whole	 family.	 While	 your	 aim	 as	 parents	 may	 be	 to	 use	 it	 for
spiritual	development	 in	your	children,	 they	don’t	have	 to	be	aware	of
that!
My	 mother	 used	 to	 say,	 “The	 best	 way	 to	 get	 a	 child	 to	 eat	 his

vegetables	is	to	have	him	see	his	parents	enjoying	their	vegetables.”	So	it
is	with	spiritual	training!
And	so,	you	have	in	your	hands	a	unique	book	that	has	stood	the	test

of	time	and	that	has	contributed	to	the	nurturing	of	four	generations	of
Grahams.	 It	 is	 a	 classic.	 The	 revisions	 have	 enhanced	 Charles	 Foster’s
original	book	by	adding:



•	Over	300	photographs	and	illustrations	that	will	expand	a	child’s	world
through	color,	art,	geography,	and	culture.	Contemporary	photographs
portraying	biblical	themes	and	situations	will	help	bring	the	Bible	closer
to	your	children.
•	Memory	Verses	to	help	establish	a	lifelong	habit.
•	Bible	references	so	that	you	can	refer	back	to	Scripture.
•	Questions	at	the	end	of	each	story	to	bring	the	Bible	into	your	child’s
world.
•	Parent	Notes	to	offer	you	tips	or	advice.

It	 is	my	prayer	 that	you	enjoy	 this	book	 together,	and	 that	God	will
use	it	to	draw	your	family	not	only	closer	to	each	other	but	also	closer	to
Him.

Ruth	Graham



STEP	1



The	LORD	God	Made	It	All
Genesis	1:3	–	5;	14	–	19;	26	–	27

A	family	once	had	a	pet	bird	named	Red.	They	chose	this	as	a	silly	name,
since	the	bird	was	yellow!	It	lived	in	a	birdcage	that	hung	in	the	kitchen.
A	man	made	the	cage	so	he	could	sell	it	—	it	was	very	shiny	and	shaped
like	a	Japanese	house.
People	 can	make	 cages,	 chairs,	 cars,	 houses,	 and	many,	many	 other

things,	but	they	can’t	make	birds	or	things	that	are	alive.	Only	God	can
create	life.



Did	 you	 know	God	made	 you	 too?	You	 are	 very	 special	 to	Him;	He
loves	you	and	cares	about	you.
God	lives	in	heaven.	We	cannot	see	Him,	but	He	sees	us	all	the	time,
even	at	night.
You	get	ready	for	bed	and	get	tucked	in.	Pretty	soon	the	moon	comes
out	and	the	stars	twinkle	up	in	the	sky.
God	made	the	sun	and	the	moon	and	the	stars	up	in	the	sky.	He	made
everything.	God	is	amazing.

Questions
•	Who	made	the	birdcage?
•	Who	makes	things	that	are	alive?
•	Where	does	God	live?
•	When	can	God	see	us?
•	Who	else	did	God	make?



Memory	Verse
In	the	beginning	God	created	the	
heavens	and	the	earth.

Genesis	1:1



STEP	2



Seasons	Change
Genesis	1:6	–	8

On	a	pretty	spring	day,	 it’s	 fun	to	 lie	down	in	the	grass	and	watch	the
clouds	float	along	in	the	sky.	Or	in	the	summer,	maybe	you	like	to	walk
along	 the	 beach	 and	 imagine	 shapes	 in	 the	 clouds.	 God	 made	 those
clouds.
Sometimes	they	bring	rain,	and	up	north,	the	clouds	sometimes	bring

snow	in	the	wintertime.	If	you	live	up	north,	it	can	be	fun	to	get	up	in
the	morning	and	discover	 that	during	 the	night,	 snow	has	 covered	 the



ground.	 You	 bundle	 up	 in	 coats,	 hats,	 boots,	 and	 gloves	 to	 go	 play
outside.
God	made	the	rain	and	snow	that	comes	down	from	the	clouds.	After
the	snow	melts	in	springtime,	maybe	you	like	to	go	out	to	places	where
flowers	grow.	They	start	growing	up	from	the	dirt	even	under	the	snow.
They	know	when	to	begin	to	grow.	God	tells	them	when.
The	birds	sing	again;	the	grass	grows	green;	the	leaves	come	back	on
the	 trees;	 and	 the	big,	 fat	 robins	hop	about	on	 the	 lawn,	 snatching	up
worms.

Questions
•	What	do	we	see	up	in	the	sky	
besides	the	sun,	moon,	and	stars?
•	What	do	clouds	bring?
•	After	the	snow	melts,	what	comes	up	
from	the	ground?
•	Who	tells	them	to	come	up?



Memory	Verse
In	the	beginning	God	created	the	
heavens	and	the	earth.

Genesis	1:1



STEP	3



God	Made	the	Fish
Genesis	1:20	–	23

Have	you	ever	gone	fishing	and	caught	a	wriggling	trout?	Or	maybe	you
have	 gone	 swimming	 in	 a	 lake	 or	 ocean	 and	 seen	 the	 shadow	 of	 a
salmon	flitting	by	your	leg.	Maybe	you	have	an	aquarium	at	home	where
you	can	watch	many	brightly	colored	fish	swim	all	day	long.
Fish	can	also	live	in	streams	and	rivers,	oceans	and	lakes,	or	maybe	a

pond	in	your	backyard.
Fish	don’t	have	 feet	or	 legs	 like	animals	or	wings	 like	birds.	 Instead,



God	gave	 them	fins	 so	 they	could	swim	in	 the	water.	And	they	have	a
special	way	of	breathing	—	through	gills	—	so	they	can	stay	in	the	water
all	the	time.
There	 are	 many	 kinds	 of	 fish.	 Some	 are	 very	 small	 and	 some	 have
beautiful	 colors.	 Some	are	very	big	and	 some	are	 funny	 looking.	Some
fish	we	never	see	because	they	live	at	the	bottom	of	the	ocean.
God	 made	 all	 the	 fish	 and	 everything	 in	 the	 oceans.	 He	 made	 the
beautiful	goldfish	and	also	 the	huge	whale.	He	 takes	care	of	 them	and
has	given	them	all	they	need	to	live	in	the	water.

Questions
•	Who	made	the	fish?
•	Do	they	have	wings	and	feet?
•	What	do	they	have	instead?
•	Where	did	God	make	the	fish	live?
•	Did	God	give	them	all	they	need	
to	live	in	the	water?

Memory	Verse
In	the	beginning	God	created	the	
heavens	and	the	earth.



Genesis	1:1



STEP	4



God	Made	the	Animals
Genesis	1:24	–	25

Have	 you	 ever	 visited	 a	 zoo?	 If	 so,	 you	 saw	 all	 kinds	 of	 animals!	 You
may	 have	 seen	 baby	white	 tigers,	 baboons,	 or	 flamingoes.	Maybe	 you
even	got	to	ride	an	elephant!
Did	you	know	that	God	made	all	the	animals?	Some	animals	are	wild

and	live	out	in	the	woods	or	jungle,	like	wolves,	bears,	and	tigers.	Other
animals	are	tame,	like	sheep	and	cows.
A	 zoo	 has	 lots	 of	 different	 kinds	 of	 animals.	 The	 wild	 animals	 are



usually	in	a	cage	so	they	can’t	hurt	us	and	people	can’t	hurt	them.	The
tame	animals	are	put	in	a	special	area	so	we	can	pet	them.
Tigers	 and	 lions	 are	 very	 fierce	 and	 could	 hurt	 us,	 but	 they	 live	 in
countries	very	far	from	here.	Or	maybe	you	live	where	they	do!	We	can
go	 see	 them	 in	 the	 zoo	where	we	are	protected	 from	 them,	or	we	 can
look	at	pictures	of	them.	They	are	very	beautiful	and	strong	animals.
God	 also	 made	 zebras	 with	 their	 black	 and	 white	 stripes.	 He	 made
giraffes	with	 their	 long	 legs	 and	 blue	 tongues!	He	made	 cheetahs	 that
run	very	 fast	 and	 sloths	 that	move	very	 slowly.	God	made	all	kinds	of
different	animals.

Questions
•	Who	made	the	animals?
•	Have	you	been	to	a	zoo?
•	Which	animal	do	you	like	best?

Memory	Verse
In	the	beginning	God	created	the	heavens	and	the	earth.

Genesis	1:1



STEP	5



God	Made	People
Genesis	1:26	–	28

You	live	on	a	big	planet	called	earth.	And	lots	and	lots	of	other	people
live	on	it	too.
Perhaps	there	are	many	families	on	your	street.	There	are	streets	like

yours	all	over	the	earth.	There	are	so	many	people	we	can	hardly	count
them.
God	 made	 this	 earth	 and	 gave	 us	 everything	 we	 need	 to	 live.	 He

provided	it	for	us	to	enjoy	because	He	loves	us.	He	does	not	want	us	to



destroy	or	neglect	it.	We	must	take	care	of	what	He	gave	us	and	try	to
keep	it	beautiful.
Where	 you	 live,	 there	 are	 probably	 some	 people	 whose	 skin	 is	 a
different	 color	 from	 yours	 or	 whose	 eyes	 are	 a	 different	 shape.	 And
maybe	you	know	someone	who	speaks	in	a	language	that	sounds	strange
to	you	because	you	don’t	understand	it.	They	might	come	from	another
country	—	maybe	 even	 the	 other	 side	 of	 the	 earth!	 The	 earth	 is	 a	 big
place.
Even	with	all	the	people	on	the	earth,	no	one	is	the	same.
We	are	all	 special	 in	 the	way	we	act,	 look,	and	 think.	Do	you	know
what?	God	made	us	that	way,	and	He	loves	us	all.
Parent	Note:	This	step	establishes	an	awareness	of	the	need	to	care	for
this	beautiful	world	God	gave	us	to	enjoy.	You	may	want	to	further	the
discussion	on	practical	matters	such	as	recycling	and	not	littering.

Questions
•	What	is	the	name	of	the	planet	where	we	live?
•	Are	there	lots	of	people	on	the	earth	who	live	here?
•	Who	made	us?
•	What	are	some	things	you	can	do	to	help	keep	God’s	earth	beautiful?



Memory	Verse
In	the	beginning	God	created	the	heavens	and	the	earth.

Genesis	1:1



STEP	6



Paradise	Lost
Genesis	2:15	–	3:19

Sometimes,	 especially	 in	 the	 spring	or	 fall,	when	you	are	 riding	 in	 the
car	with	your	mother	or	father,	you	may	see	a	squirrel	or	bird	that	has
been	hit	by	a	car	and	killed.	It	might	make	you	sad	to	see	it.
Maybe	you	think,	God	will	make	it	all	better,	or	you	might	ask,	“Wasn’t

God	taking	care	of	that	bird	or	squirrel?”
The	answer	to	that	started	a	long	time	ago.	After	God	made	the	world

and	 all	 the	 birds,	 animals,	 and	 fish,	 He	 looked	 around	 and	 said



something	was	missing.	He	decided	 to	make	a	man	named	Adam.	And
he	did.	Then	God	gave	Adam	a	woman	to	be	his	wife	—	Eve	—	so	he
wouldn’t	be	all	by	himself.
God	was	very	happy	that	He	made	Adam	and	Eve.	He	put	them	in	a
beautiful	 garden,	 called	 Eden,	 that	 was	 full	 of	 wonderful	 plants	 and
animals	and	birds.
Everything	 was	 perfect.	 No	 one	 cried	 or	 was	 sick	 or	 died.	 All	 the
animals	loved	each	other.	No	one	hurt	anyone	else.	God	gave	Adam	and
Eve	everything	they	needed	and	told	them	to	enjoy	everything.	But	He
told	them	that	there	was	fruit	on	one	tree	in	the	garden	that	they	could
not	eat.	He	told	them	that	they	must	obey	Him.
Everything	 was	 great	 until	 one	 day	 when	 Eve	 began	 to	 talk	 with	 a
slithery	 snake	—	who	was	 Satan	 in	 disguise.	He	 questioned	what	God
had	told	her	about	the	fruit	tree.	Soon	Satan	convinced	Eve	that	it	wasn’t
as	important	to	obey	God	as	she	had	thought,	so	she	ate	some	of	the	fruit
from	that	tree.	She	gave	some	to	Adam	too.
All	of	a	sudden	they	realized	that	they	had	been	very	wrong	to	listen
to	Satan	and	disobey	God.	When	they	heard	God	coming	in	the	garden,
they	hid.

God	was	 very	 sad	 because	He	 knew	what	Adam	 and	 Eve	 had	 done.
They	 had	 disobeyed	Him	—	 that	 is	 called	 a	 sin.	 God	 knew	He	would
have	to	punish	them.
Part	of	the	punishment	was	death.	Sin	always	ends	in	death.



Ever	since	Adam	and	Eve	sinned	by	disobeying	God,	people,	animals,
birds,	and	fish	have	died.
But	God	has	provided	a	wonderful	way	for	us	to	live	forever.	He	sent
His	Son	Jesus	to	take	the	punishment	for	us	so	that	when	we	die,	we	can
go	 to	heaven	and	 live	 forever.	All	we	have	 to	do	 is	 ask	Jesus	 into	our
hearts	to	wash	away	our	sins,	and	He	does!	Isn’t	that	exciting?

Parent	Note:	This	story	contains	many	concepts	—	the	reality	of	Satan
and	his	efforts	to	get	us	to	disobey	God,	penalty	for	disobeying	God,	the
atoning	 death	 of	 Christ,	 eternal	 life,	 and	 original	 sin.	 Children	 accept
these	 things	 so	 easily	 and	 do	 not	 question	 them.	 Do	 not	 make	 it
complicated,	just	present	it	as	it	is.
Questions
•	Was	the	garden	of	Eden	perfect?
•	What	did	God	tell	Adam	and	Eve	not	to	do?
•	Who	did	Satan	make	Eve	doubt?
•	What	did	Adam	and	Eve	do?
•	What	was	the	punishment?
•	When	Adam	and	Eve	sinned,	why	did	that	affect	everyone	else	ever	to
be	born?

Memory	Verse
I	will	maintain	my	love	to	him	forever,	and	my	covenant	with	him	will
never	fail.

Genesis	1:1



STEP	7



New	Hope
Genesis	6	–	9

Noah	was	a	good	man	who	loved	and	obeyed	God.	He	obeyed	God	even
though	those	around	him	did	not.	God	decided	to	punish	the	people	who
did	not	obey	Him.
God	 said	He	was	going	 to	 send	a	 flood	 to	 cover	 the	whole	world	 to

destroy	the	ones	who	did	not	obey	God.	He	told	Noah	to	build	an	ark,
how	big	He	wanted	it	to	be,	and	what	animals	to	bring	into	the	ark.	God
was	going	 to	 send	a	 lot	of	 rain,	but	He	promised	Noah	 that	He	would



take	care	of	them.

This	is	Mt.	Ararat	in	Armenia,	near	Turkey.	Some	people	think	the	ark	landed	here.

Even	though	it	might	not	have	rained	in	a	long	time	and	his	neighbors
might	have	made	fun	of	him,	Noah	did	obey.	He	built	the	ark.
When	the	ark	was	finished,	God	told	Noah	to	go	inside	with	his	family
and	 all	 the	 animals.	 God	 shut	 the	 door	 and	 then	 it	 began	 to	 rain.	 It
rained	 for	 forty	days	and	 forty	nights.	Water	 covered	everything.	Soon
the	ark	began	to	float	—	higher	than	the	houses,	trees,	and	mountains!
Everything	that	had	been	living	on	land	died	underwater.
But	Noah,	his	family,	and	all	the	animals	were	safe	inside	the	ark.
Then	the	rain	stopped	and	the	flood	waters	began	to	go	down.	The	ark
came	 to	 rest	 on	 a	 mountain.	 But	 they	 couldn’t	 leave	 the	 ark	 because
water	was	still	everywhere.
After	 the	 flood	waters	 dried	 up,	 God	 told	Noah	 and	 his	 family	 they
could	 leave	 the	 ark	 with	 the	 animals	 and	 stand	 once	 again	 on	 dry
ground.
When	 they	 left	 the	 ark,	 the	 first	 thing	Noah	 and	 his	 family	 did	was
worship	God	and	 thank	Him	 for	His	protection.	God	promised	 that	He
would	never	again	cause	a	flood	to	cover	the	whole	earth.	As	a	sign	of
this	covenant,	or	promise,	God	made	a	rainbow.



Questions
•	Who	told	Noah	to	build	the	ark?	Why?
•	How	would	you	have	felt	to	be	on	the	ark	with	all	those	animals	for	so
long?
•	When	Noah	and	his	family	left	the	ark,	what	was	the	first	thing	they
did?
•	What	did	God	promise	Noah?
•	What	was	the	sign	that	He	would	keep	his	promise?
•	What	was	the	difference	between	Noah	and	his	neighbors?

Memory	Verse
I	will	maintain	my	love	to	him	forever,	and	my	covenant	with	him	will
never	fail.

Psalm	89:28



STEP	8



Abraham	Follows	God’s	Plan
Genesis	12:1	–	8

Have	you	ever	moved	from	your	home?	If	you	did,	you	had	to	pack	up
your	 toys,	clothes,	books,	and	say	good-bye	 to	all	your	 friends.	That	 is
hard	to	do.	Can	you	imagine	packing	up	your	things	and	leaving	but	not
knowing	where	you	were	going?
Ever	 since	 Adam	 and	 Eve	 had	 to	 leave	 the	 garden	 of	 Eden,	 God

planned	 to	 redeem,	 or	 rescue,	 people	 from	 their	 sin.	 In	 this	 plan,	 He
chose	a	group	of	people	who	would	be	the	family	of	Jesus.	This	family



began	with	a	man	named	Abraham.
A	long	time	ago,	God	told	Abraham	to	leave	his	home,	family,	friends,
and	country	to	go	to	a	place	God	would	show	him.	Abraham	had	no	idea
where	 he	 would	 go.	 God	 promised	 to	 make	 Abraham’s	 family	 into	 a
great	nation.
That	must	have	been	a	hard	decision	for	Abraham	to	leave	everything,
but	 he	 obeyed	God.	He	 did	what	God	 told	 him	 to	 do	 even	 though	 he
didn’t	 know	where	 he	was	 going.	 That	 is	 called	 faith	—	 to	 obey	 even
though	you	don’t	know	what	is	going	to	happen	to	you.
Abraham	took	his	wife,	Sarah,	his	nephew,	and	everything	he	owned,
including	 his	 cattle,	 sheep,	 camels,	 and	 servants.	 They	 traveled	where
God	led.	It	wasn’t	an	easy	trip	through	the	desert,	but	he	was	determined
to	follow	God’s	plan.
When	he	got	to	the	place	called	Canaan,	God	promised	to	give	him	the
land	—	 even	 though	 others	 were	 living	 there.	 Abraham	 believed	 God
and	took	time	to	worship	Him.
Abraham	had	no	idea	what	his	obedience	would	mean,	but	you	and	I
have	 been	 affected	 by	 Abraham’s	 decision	 to	 obey	 God.	 Through
Abraham,	 all	 people	 would	 be	 saved.	 Jesus	 would	 be	 born	 into	 that
family	many	years	later.	Because	of	Jesus,	our	sins	can	be	forgiven	and
we	can	all	know	God.	What	a	wonderful	gift!

Questions



•	What	did	God	ask	Abraham	to	do?
•	What	did	God	promise	Abraham?
•	What	did	Abraham	do	when	he	got	to	Canaan?
•	Do	you	think	it	is	important	to	obey	God?
•	What	is	faith?

Memory	Verse
I	will	maintain	my	love	to	him	forever,	and	my	covenant	with	him	will
never	fail.

Psalm	89:28



STEP	9



A	Mother	and	Son	Are	Saved
Genesis	21:14	–	21

God	not	only	made	all	the	different	kinds	of	people	and	animals	in	the
world	 to	 love,	 but	 He	 also	 made	 wonderful	 creatures	 called	 angels.
Angels	 are	 God’s	 messengers.	 Everyone	 who	 believes	 in	 Jesus	 has	 an
angel	 all	 to	 himself	 or	 herself.	 Angels	 take	 care	 of	 us;	 they	 are	 often
called	guardian	angels.
When	angels	are	not	busy	taking	care	of	people	or	doing	other	things

for	God,	they	live	in	heaven.	Angels	are	very	good	and	obey	God	when



He	tells	them	to	do	something.

A	 very	 long	 time	 ago,	 there	 was	 a	 little	 boy	 named	 Ishmael.	 His
mother’s	 name	was	 Hagar.	 They	 lived	 in	 a	 tent	 (people	 lived	 in	 tents
then),	 but	 they	 were	 told	 they	 had	 to	 leave	 their	 home.	 Ishmael	 and
Hagar	were	sad,	but	they	packed	their	things	and	left.
They	 had	 no	 place	 to	 go,	 so	 they	 wandered	 out	 into	 the	 desert.	 A
desert	is	a	place	where	practically	no	one	lives.	It	isn’t	a	very	nice	place.
It	can	get	very	hot.
Pretty	 soon,	 little	 Ishmael	 got	 thirsty.	 His	 mother	 gave	 him	 some
water,	but	then	they	ran	out.	They	looked	and	looked	for	more	water	but
couldn’t	find	any.	Ishmael	got	very	weak.	Hagar	saw	that	he	was	going
to	die	unless	he	got	some	water	soon.	She	put	him	under	a	bush	in	the
shade	where	it	wasn’t	as	hot.
She	was	very	sad	and	walked	away	because	she	didn’t	want	to	see	him
die.	She	began	to	cry.
Then	God	sent	an	angel	to	her.	The	angel	asked,	“What	is	the	matter,
Hagar?	Do	not	be	afraid;	God	has	heard	the	boy	crying	as	he	lies	there.
Lift	the	boy	up	and	take	him	by	the	hand…”	Then	the	angel	brought	her
to	a	well.
So	Hagar	quickly	got	Ishmael	some	water	to	drink.	He	got	strong	and
well.	He	grew	up	to	be	a	man	and	lived	in	the	desert.
Parent	Note:	If	you	would	like	to	find	out	more	about	angels	and	what



they	do,	a	good	resource	is	Angels:	God’s	Secret	Agents	by	Billy	Graham.

Questions
•	Where	do	angels	live	when	they	aren’t	taking	care	of	people	or	doing
other	things	for	God?
•	Why	was	Ishmael	so	sick?
•	Why	did	Hagar	walk	away?
•	What	did	the	angel	show	Hagar?

Memory	Verse
I	will	maintain	my	love	to	him	forever,	and	my	covenant	with	him	will
never	fail.

Psalm	89:28



STEP	10



The	Priestly	Blessing
Numbers	6:22	–	27

The	LORD	said	to	Moses,
“Tell	 Aaron	 and	 his	 sons,	 ‘This	 is	 how	 you	 are	 to	 bless	 the
Israelites.	Say	 to	 them:	“‘“The	LORD	bless	you	and	keep	you;
the	LORD	make	his	face	shine	on	you	and	be	gracious	to	you;
the	LORD	turn	his	face	toward	you	and	give	you	peace.”’
“So	they	will	put	my	name	on	the	Israelites,	and	I	will	bless



them.”

Questions
•	Who	is	speaking	in	this	passage?
•	Who	is	this	a	blessing	for?
•	What	do	you	think	this	passage	means?

Memory	Verse
I	will	maintain	my	love	to	him	forever,	and	my	covenant	with	him	will
never	fail.

Psalm	89:28



STEP	11



Angels	on	a	Stairway
Genesis	28:10	–	22

When	you	sleep,	do	you	dream?	In	the	morning	when	you	wake	up,	do
you	remember	what	you	dreamed?	Sometimes	dreams	are	very
important.
Jacob	was	in	trouble.	He	had	lied	to	his	father,	Isaac,	and	stolen	from

his	brother,	Esau.	His	mother,	Rebekah,	told	him	to	stay	with	his	uncle
until	things	cooled	down.	He	was	really	afraid	of	what	his	brother	might
do	to	him.	So	he	took	off.



He	 traveled	 far	away.	The	 sun	had	gone	down	and	he	was	 tired.	He
found	a	good	spot	to	lay	down.	He	used	a	rock	for	his	pillow!	He	was	so
tired,	he	went	to	sleep.

Jacob	had	a	very	important	dream.	He	dreamed	there	was	a	stairway
that	went	all	the	way	up	into	heaven.	He	could	see	angels	going	up	and
down	the	stairway.	At	the	very	top	was	God.	He	told	Jacob	that	he	was
the	God	of	his	grandfather	Abraham	and	his	father,	Isaac.	God	promised
to	give	Jacob	and	his	children	the	land	where	he	was	sleeping.	God	said
Jacob’s	 family	was	going	 to	be	very	big	—	hundreds	and	 thousands	of
people.	And	because	of	his	children,	other	people	would	be	blessed.	God
promised	to	watch	over	him	and	bring	him	back	home.
Jacob	woke	up	early	and	remembered	his	dream.	He	realized	that	God
had	been	there	even	though	he	had	not	been	aware	of	it.	He	named	the
place	where	he	had	the	dream	“Bethel,”	which	means	“house	of	God.”
This	was	going	to	be	a	very	special	place	for	Jacob	and	his	family.
While	he	was	there,	he	promised	that	he	would	serve	God	and	give	a
tenth	of	all	that	God	gave	him.
Parent	Note:	The	principle	of	tithing	is	very	important.	Introducing	it
early	can	make	it	a	lifetime	habit.	God	blesses	us	when	we	give	him	ten
percent	of	what	we	have.
Questions



•	Is	there	a	time	when	you	felt	God	very	close	to	you?
•	God	made	promises	to	Jacob.	He	has	made	promises	in	the	Bible	to
you.	Can	you	think	of	any?
•	Do	you	give	to	God?

Memory	Verse

Do	not	forget	my	teaching,	but	keep	my	commands	in	your	heart.



STEP	12



Trouble	with	Brothers
Genesis	37

Sometimes	brothers	and	sisters	fight	a	lot.	Have	you	ever	wished	one
of	your	brothers	or	sisters	would	just	go	away?
Joseph’s	brothers	hated	him	because	he	was	their	father’s	favorite	son.

One	 day	 their	 father	 gave	 Joseph	 a	 bright,	 colorful	 coat.	 None	 of	 the
other	boys	had	a	coat	like	that.	They	hated	Joseph	even	more.
Joseph	liked	to	tell	his	brothers	about	his	dreams.	One	of	his	dreams

was	about	them	bundling	up	grain	in	the	field.	His	bundle	stood	up	tall



while	 his	 brothers’	 bundles	 bowed	 down	 to	 his.	 They	 asked	 if	 he	was
going	to	rule	over	them.	In	another,	he	dreamed	that	the	sun,	moon,	and
stars	all	bowed	down	to	him.	This	made	his	brothers	angry.

One	 day	 his	 brothers	 were	 tending	 sheep	 in	 the	 fields.	 Jacob	 sent
Joseph	 out	 to	 find	 out	 if	 they	were	 okay.	When	 his	 brothers	 saw	 him
coming,	they	planned	to	kill	him.	But	the	oldest	brother	didn’t	think	that
was	 a	 good	 idea.	 Instead	 he	 told	 them	 to	 put	 Joseph	 in	 a	 deep	 pit,
thinking	he	could	rescue	Joseph	later.	When	Joseph	arrived,	his	brothers
took	his	clothes	and	the	beautiful	coat	their	father	had	given	him.	They
threw	him	in	the	pit.	Then	they	sat	down	to	eat.
Soon	they	saw	a	group	of	travelers	coming	by	on	their	way	to	Egypt.
The	brothers	decided	to	sell	Joseph	to	the	travelers.
They	took	Joseph’s	beautiful	coat	and	dipped	it	 in	blood	so	 it	would
look	like	Joseph	had	been	attacked	by	an	animal.	They	took	the	bloody
coat	to	their	father	and	lied	about	what	happened	to	Joseph.
Jacob	 was	 very	 sad	 because	 he	 thought	 Joseph	 was	 dead.	 No	 one
could	comfort	him.
But	 that	 isn’t	 the	end	of	 the	story!	You’ll	 find	out	what	happened	 to
Joseph	in	the	next	story.
Parent	Note:	 Favoritism	 in	 a	 family	 is	 harmful.	 It	 creates	 insecurities,
bitterness,	jealousy,	and	unhealthy	attitudes.	We	see	this	in	the	stories	of
Jacob	 and	 Joseph.	 Ask	 God	 to	 help	 you	 love	 and	 treat	 your	 children



equally.	They	are	special	in	their	own	right	and	God	has	unique	plans	for
them.

Questions

•	Why	were	Joseph’s	brothers	so	mad	at	him?
•	What	did	they	do	to	Joseph?
•	What	did	they	say	happened	to	Joseph?
•	What	was	the	truth?

Memory	Verse

Do	not	forget	my	teaching,	but	keep	my	commands	in	your	heart.



STEP	13



Dreams	Come	True
Genesis	39	–	50

In	 the	 last	 story,	 you	 learned	 that	 Joseph’s	 brothers	 sold	 him	 to	 some
travelers	 going	 far	 away	 to	 Egypt.	His	 brothers	 thought	 they	had	 seen
the	last	of	him.
Although	Joseph	may	have	been	afraid	and	alone	without	his	family,

God	was	with	him.	His	new	boss	saw	that	God	was	helping	Joseph,	so	he
put	Joseph	in	charge	of	his	house.	It	was	a	big	job	but	Joseph	did	it	well.
His	new	boss’s	wife	was	not	a	nice	lady.	She	said	terrible	things	about



Joseph,	so	he	was	put	in	jail.	But	God	was	still	with	Joseph.	He	soon	was
put	in	charge	of	all	the	other	prisoners.
One	day,	two	new	men	were	put	into	the	jail.	They	had	made	the	king
very	mad.	He	put	them	in	the	same	jail	as	Joseph.
While	 in	 jail,	 the	 two	 men	 had	 two	 different	 dreams	 on	 the	 same
night.	They	told	Joseph	about	them.	With	God’s	help,	Joseph	told	them
what	their	dreams	meant.	Both	of	the	men’s	dreams	came	true.
One	night,	the	king	had	two	dreams.	He	didn’t	know	what	they	meant.
He	asked	all	 the	smartest	men	what	his	dreams	meant.	But	 they	didn’t
know.	Then	one	of	the	men	who	had	known	Joseph	in	jail	remembered
something.	Joseph	could	tell	them	what	the	dreams	meant.
With	God’s	help,	Joseph	 told	 the	king	what	 they	meant.	 Joseph	 told
the	 king	 that	 there	were	 going	 to	 be	 seven	 good	 years	 and	 seven	 bad
years.	He	advised	the	king	to	use	the	good	years	to	prepare	for	the	bad
years.	 When	 the	 bad	 years	 came	 they	 were	 ready.	 Soon	 people	 came
from	all	over	to	ask	the	Egyptians	for	food.	It	all	happened	just	as	Joseph
said	it	would.
The	king	was	so	happy	with	Joseph	that	he	put	him	in	charge	of	his
whole	kingdom.	The	only	person	more	 important	 than	 Joseph	was	 the
king	himself.
Guess	who	 came	 to	 Egypt	 looking	 for	 food.	 Joseph’s	 brothers!	 They
had	no	idea	that	their	little	brother	was	now	so	powerful	in	Egypt.	They
didn’t	 recognize	him.	They	came	and	bowed	down	to	him.	 (Remember
the	 dream	 he	 told	 his	 brothers	 about	 them	 bowing	 down	 to	 him?
Joseph’s	dream	had	come	true	after	all	these	years.)
He	knew	who	they	were	but	didn’t	let	them	know.	He	wanted	to	see	if
they	had	changed.	They	were	afraid	of	this	important	man.
After	many	days,	he	showed	them	who	he	was.	Joseph	told	them	not
to	be	afraid,	because	God	had	sent	him	to	Egypt	so	that	they	would	have
food	 during	 the	 bad	 years.	 God	 was	 making	 sure	 their	 family	 would
survive.	 He	 said,	 “You	 intended	 to	 harm	me,	 but	 God	 intended	 it	 for
good	to	accomplish	what	is	now	being	done,	the	saving	of	many	lives.”
Joseph	forgave	his	brothers	and	hugged	them.
When	 the	 king	 heard	 that	 Joseph’s	 brothers	 had	 come,	 he	was	 very



happy.	The	king	told	them	to	bring	the	rest	of	Jacob’s	family	to	Egypt	so
that	he	could	take	care	of	them.
And	that	is	what	they	did!

Questions

•	During	everything	that	happened	to	Joseph,	who	was	with	him?
•	Who	gave	Joseph	wisdom?
•	What	would	you	have	done	to	your	brothers?
•	What	did	Joseph	do?
•	Why	is	forgiveness	so	important?

Memory	Verse

Do	not	forget	my	teaching,	but	keep	my	commands	in	your	heart.
Proverbs	3:1



STEP	14



Baby	for	the	Princess
Exodus	2:1	–	10

When	a	mother	has	a	new	baby,	she	prepares	a	cradle	or	crib	 for	him.
She	lines	it	with	clean	padding	and	places	a	little	mattress	in	the	bottom
so	it	will	be	soft.	She	wants	it	to	be	just	right.
Remember	 the	 story	 about	 Joseph	 becoming	 an	 important	 man	 in

Egypt?	After	Joseph	died,	a	new	king,	called	a	pharaoh,	came	to	power
—	a	 king	 that	 did	 not	 know	 Joseph.	He	 saw	 that	 Joseph’s	 family,	 the
Hebrews,	had	become	too	large	and	powerful	so	he	ordered	all	Hebrew



baby	boys	to	be	killed.	He	was	a	very	wicked	pharaoh.
Moses	was	a	baby	boy.	His	mom	loved	him	very	much	and	didn’t	want
him	to	be	killed.	She	decided	to	hide	him	from	the	pharaoh.	When	she
couldn’t	hide	Moses	at	home	any	longer,	she	prepared	a	basket	for	him.
She	made	sure	it	was	tight	and	safe.	She	then	put	him	in	the	basket	and
hid	the	basket	in	the	reeds	along	the	Nile	River.	It	was	like	a	little	basket
boat!	Moses’	mother	asked	his	sister	to	stay	nearby	to	watch	over	him	in
the	basket.
One	day,	the	pharaoh’s	daughter,	a	princess,	went	down	to	take	a	bath
in	 the	 river.	She	discovered	 the	basket	 in	 the	 reeds	and	peeked	 inside.
There	was	baby	Moses!	He	was	 crying	 and	 she	 felt	 sorry	 for	him.	 “He
must	be	a	Hebrew	baby,”	she	said.
Moses’	sister	quickly	asked	the	princess,	“Shall	I	go	and	get	one	of	the
Hebrew	women	to	take	care	of	the	baby	for	you?”
“Yes,	 go,”	 the	 princess	 agreed.	Moses’	 sister	went	 home	 and	 got	 her
mom.	Moses’	mom	took	him	home	with	her	and	watched	over	him	until
he	grew	a	little	older.	Then	she	took	him	back	to	the	princess.	He	grew
up	in	the	palace	as	if	he	were	a	member	of	Pharaoh’s	own	family.

Questions

•	Why	did	the	pharaoh	want	all	the	baby	boys	killed?
•	What	did	Moses’	mom	do?
•	Who	watched	over	Moses?
•	What	happened	to	Moses?



Memory	Verse

Do	not	forget	my	teaching,	but	keep	my	commands	in	your	heart.



STEP	15



God’s	Message	to	Moses
Exodus	3	–	14

After	Moses	grew	up,	he	had	to	move	away	from	Egypt.	While	Moses
was	tending	sheep,	he	noticed	a	nearby	bush	was	on	fire.	This	was	a
strange	thing	—	a	bush	that	was	on	fire	but	wasn’t	burning	up!	Moses
went	closer	to	see	what	was	happening.	As	he	got	closer,	God	called	his
name	from	out	of	the	bush,	“Moses!	Moses!”
Moses	answered	God	and	said,	“Here	I	am.”
God	 told	 Moses	 not	 to	 come	 any	 closer	 and	 to	 take	 off	 his	 shoes



because	 this	 was	 a	 special	 place.	 Moses	 hid	 his	 face	 because	 he	 was
afraid	to	look	at	God.	He	told	Moses	that	He	was	the	God	of	Abraham,
Isaac,	and	Jacob.	He	had	seen	the	troubles	of	His	people,	who	were	now
slaves	in	Egypt.	He	had	heard	their	prayers.
Then	God	said	that	He	was	going	to	send	Moses	back	to	Egypt	to	tell
the	new	pharaoh	to	let	the	slaves	go.
The	slaves	finally	escaped,	and	Moses	led	them	out	of	Egypt.	But	they
weren’t	 safe	 yet.	 Pharaoh	 and	 his	 army	were	 close	 behind	Moses	 and
God’s	people.
Soon	they	came	to	the	Red	Sea.	To	get	away	from	the	army,	God	told
Moses	 to	 raise	 his	 staff	 over	 the	 Red	 Sea	 to	make	 a	 path.	Moses	 and
God’s	people	followed	the	path	through	the	sea	safely	to	the	other	shore.
Moses	 raised	 his	 staff	 again,	 and	 the	 rushing	 water	 swept	 away
Pharaoh	and	his	army.	Then	Moses	 led	 the	people	 to	a	place	 that	God
had	promised	Abraham	so	long	ago.	God	keeps	His	promises.

Questions

•	What	did	Moses	see	in	the	desert?
•	Whose	voice	did	he	hear?
•	How	does	God	talk	to	you?
•	Had	God	heard	and	seen	the	troubles	of	His	people?
•	What	did	God	tell	Moses	he	was	going	to	do?



Memory	Verse

Do	not	forget	my	teaching,	but	keep	my	commands	in	your	heart.



STEP	16



We’re	So	Hungry
Exodus	16	–	17:6

Moses	 and	 the	 Israelites	walked	 through	 the	 desert	 for	 days	 and	days.
They	were	traveling	to	the	Promised	Land	—	and	they	couldn’t	wait	to
get	there.	The	desert	was	dry	and	dusty.	They	were	getting	tired	of	this
trip.	They	began	to	long	for	the	things	they	had	in	Egypt.
Soon,	 people	 started	 grumbling	 that	 there	wasn’t	 anything	 to	 eat	 in

the	desert.
“If	 we	 were	 still	 in	 Egypt,	 we’d	 have	 plenty	 to	 eat!”	 someone



complained.
“We	are	starving!”	another	whined.
God	heard	 their	 cries.	That	night,	He	 sent	meat	 in	 the	 form	of	birds
called	 quail	 for	 the	 Israelites	 to	 eat.	 The	 next	morning,	 he	 sent	 bread
called	manna	so	that	they	wouldn’t	starve.
Moses	and	the	Israelites	kept	walking	and	walking,	farther	and	farther.
They	 probably	 asked	 Moses,	 “Are	 we	 there	 yet?”	 They	 wondered	 if
they’d	ever	get	there.	They	started	grumbling	again.	“Why	did	you	bring
us	 up	 out	 of	 Egypt	 to	 make	 us	 and	 our	 children	 and	 livestock	 die	 of
thirst?”	someone	complained.
“We	are	thirsty!”	another	whined.
Moses	didn’t	know	what	to	do.	The	Israelites	and	their	animals	were
so	 thirsty!	There	was	no	water	 in	 the	desert.	Moses	prayed	 to	God	 for
help.
God	 led	Moses	 to	 a	 rock.	God	 said,	 “Strike	 the	 rock,	 and	water	will
come	out	of	it	for	the	people	to	drink.”
Whooooosh!
Water	gushed	from	the	dry	rock	like	a	fountain.	The	Israelites	all	had
enough	drink.	Isn’t	God	amazing?

Questions



•	Where	were	the	Israelites	traveling	to?
•	What	did	the	Israelites	eat	at	night?
•	What	did	the	Israelites	eat	in	the	morning?
•	Who	sent	them	their	food?
•	What	came	out	of	a	rock?
•	Who	made	the	water	come	out	of	the	rock?

Memory	Verse

Trust	 in	 the	 LORD	 with	 all	 your	 heart	 and	 lean	 not	 on	 your	 own
understanding.

Proverbs	3:5



STEP	17



God’s	Rules
Exodus	20:3	–	17

God	made	all	the	people	in	the	world,	and	He	loves	us.	He	also	wants	us
to	love	and	help	each	other.	But	because	we	want	to	do	bad	things	more
than	we	want	to	do	good	things,	He	gave	us	a	set	of	rules.	These	rules
are	called	the	Ten	Commandments.

1.	You	should	only	worship	God.



2.	Do	not	create	anything	that	you	think	looks	like	God	or	that	you	treat
like	God.
3.	Always	behave	in	a	way	that	shows	love	and	respect	for	God.
4.	One	day	of	the	week	should	be	saved	for	rest	and	worshiping	God.
5.	Obey	your	parents	and	be	respectful	toward	them.
6.	You	must	respect	life.
7.	When	people	get	married,	husbands	and	wives	must	only	share	that
special	love	with	each	other.
8.	Do	not	take	anything	that	does	not	belong	to	you.
9.	Do	not	lie	—	always	tell	the	truth.
10.	You	shouldn’t	want	something	so	badly	that	you	would	do	anything
to	get	it.

These	 are	 very	 important	 rules.	 But	 no	 one	 can	 keep	 them	 perfectly.
Only	one	person	ever	kept	them	and	that	was	Jesus.	When	we	read	these
rules,	we	see	that	we	need	forgiveness	for	what	we	have	done	wrong.	To
ask	 forgiveness	means	 to	 say	we	are	 sorry	and	will	 try	not	 to	do	 them
anymore.	God	is	always	ready	to	forgive	us.

Parent	 Note:	 It	 may	 seem	 strange	 to	 include	 a	 story	 on	 the	 Ten
Commandments	 in	 a	 book	 for	 children.	 But	 in	 this	 age	 in	 which
relativity	 and	 situational	 ethics	 have	 been	 enthroned,	 it	 is	 vital	 for	 a
child	to	know	that	there	are	some	absolutes	and	a	moral	code	given	by
God.	Consider	the	illustration	of	a	highway	without	painted	traffic	lanes.
No	one	would	know	where	they	were	supposed	to	drive	—	and	all	would
be	havoc.	So	it	is	morally	and	spiritually.	God	has	given	us	a	standard	of
excellence.



Questions

•	Why	did	God	give	us	these	rules?
•	Can	you	name	a	few?
•	Who	kept	all	these	commandments	perfectly?
•	If	we	know	we	have	done	wrong,	what	can	we	ask	God	to	do?
•	Will	He	forgive	us?
•	How	can	you	tell	if	you	love	something	or	someone	more	than	God?

Memory	Verse

Trust	 in	 the	 Lord	 with	 all	 your	 heart	 and	 lean	 not	 on	 your	 own
understanding.

Proverbs	3:5



STEP	18



Spying	the	New	Land
Numbers	13:1	–	14:9

Do	you	like	to	explore?	If	there	are	woods	near	your	house,	maybe	you
like	to	find	all	kinds	of	treasures	in	the	forest.
The	children	of	Israel	were	at	the	border	of	the	new	land	—	the	new

home	God	had	promised	Abraham	a	 long	 time	ago.	God	 told	Moses	 to
send	 explorers	 into	 the	 land	 to	 see	 what	 it	 was	 like.	 Moses	 sent	 out
twelve	explorers.
He	told	them	to	go	throughout	the	country	to	see	if	the	land	was	good



and	 what	 the	 people	 were	 like	 there.	Were	 they	 strong?	Weak?	 Few?
Many?	He	wanted	to	know	what	kind	of	towns	the	people	lived	in	and	if
they	were	well	 guarded.	He	wanted	 to	 know	 if	 the	 land	was	 good	 for
farming.	 Moses	 wanted	 to	 know	 all	 the	 details	 before	 sending	 the
Israelites.

He	asked	the	explorers	to	bring	back	samples	of	the	fruits	of	the	land.
It	was	grape	season	so	he	asked	them	to	bring	back	some	grapes.	Maybe
grapes	were	Moses’	favorite	fruit!
The	 explorers	 traveled	 all	 over	 the	 country.	When	 they	 reached	 the
vineyard,	 they	 cut	off	 a	big	bunch	of	grapes	—	 it	was	 so	big	 that	 two
men	had	to	carry	it	on	a	pole	between	them!	They	went	back	to	Moses	to
report	what	they	had	seen.
The	 explorers	 told	 him	 it	 was	 a	 good	 place	where	 they	 could	 grow
plenty	 of	 food.	 They	 also	 told	Moses	 that	 the	 people	 who	 lived	 there
were	very	strong	and	the	towns	were	well	protected.	Ten	of	the	twelve
explorers	were	afraid	and	did	not	want	the	Israelites	to	go	into	the	land.
The	Israelites	listened	to	these	explorers.	The	people	became	afraid	and
very	upset.	But	 two	of	 the	explorers,	Joshua	and	Caleb,	disagreed	with
the	others	and	said	that	they	should	make	the	land	their	home.
Joshua	 stood	 up	 and	 told	 them	 that	 the	 land	 was	 very	 good.	 He
reminded	 the	 Israelites	 that	 God	 had	 promised	 to	 give	 them	 the	 land.
Joshua	 and	 Caleb	 urged	 the	 Israelites	 not	 to	 disobey	 God	 and	 not	 be



afraid.	God	was	on	their	side.

Parent	Note:	This	story	can	give	you	the	opportunity	to	talk	about	peer
pressure.	 “My	 son,	 if	 sinful	 men	 entice	 you,	 do	 not	 give	 in	 to	 them.”
(Proverbs	1:10)	Another	way	to	say	that	verse	is:	“If	bad	boys	tell	you	to
do	bad	things,	say	no.”	It	seems	really	hard	at	first,	but	God	helps	us	just
say	no.

Question

•	How	many	explorers	did	Moses	send?
•	What	did	they	see	in	the	new	land?
•	What	did	they	tell	Moses?
•	What	did	Joshua	and	Caleb	say?
•	Who	did	they	say	was	on	their	side?
•	Do	you	think	it	was	hard	for	Joshua	and	Caleb	to	stand	up	and	disagree
with	the	other	ten	explorers?

Memory	Verse

Trust	 in	 the	 LORD	 with	 all	 your	 heart	 and	 lean	 not	 on	 your	 own
understanding.

Proverbs	3:5



STEP	19



A	New	Home
Joshua	1:1	–	9;	21:44	–	45;	23:1	–	11

In	 school	when	 it’s	 time	 for	 a	 test,	 sometimes	 you	might	 get	 nervous.
Maybe	 you	 worry	 that	 you	 haven’t	 studied	 enough	 or	 that	 you	 won’t
know	 the	 right	 answers.	But	 the	Bible	 says	we	are	not	 to	worry	 about
anything,	because	God	 is	with	us.	 If	 you	keep	 thinking	about	 it,	God’s
promise	will	help.
The	same	was	true	for	Joshua.	God	had	a	big	job	for	him.	Moses	had

died,	so	God	told	Joshua	that	he	was	now	the	new	leader.	There	would



be	many	hard	days	ahead,	but	God	said	to	remember	His	Word.

God	promised	He	would	give	them	the	land	just	as	He	had	promised
Moses.	Although	they	must	have	been	very	sad	that	Moses	was	dead,	it
was	also	an	exciting	 time.	They	had	 traveled	 in	 the	desert	a	 long	 time
and	 now	 they	 were	 about	 to	 enter	 the	 land	 that	 God	 had	 promised
Abraham	years	before.	God	keeps	His	promises!
God	said	He	would	be	with	Joshua	just	as	He	had	been	with	Moses.	He
would	 never	 leave	 Joshua’s	 side	 and	 Joshua	 would	 never	 have	 to	 be
afraid.	God	told	Joshua	to	be	strong	and	brave	and	obey	Him.
He	told	Joshua	to	think	about	God’s	Word	all	the	time	—	to	talk	about
God’s	Word.	He	was	to	make	God’s	Word	the	most	important	thing	in	his
life.
Just	as	God	promised,	He	was	with	Joshua	as	 they	moved	 into	 their
new	home.	It	was	not	easy.	Joshua,	with	God’s	help,	was	able	to	start	a
new	home	for	the	people	of	Israel.

Questions

•	What	did	God	promise	Joshua?
•	What	did	God	tell	Joshua	to	do?
•	Did	Joshua	obey?



•	What	happened	to	Joshua	and	the	people	of	Israel?

Memory	Verse

Trust	 in	 the	 LORD	 with	 all	 your	 heart	 and	 lean	 not	 on	 your	 own
understanding.

Proverbs	3:5



STEP	20



Fly	Like	an	Eagle
Isaiah	40:28	–	31

The	LORD	is	the	everlasting	God,	the	Creator	of	the	ends	of	the	earth.
He	 will	 not	 grow	 tired	 or	 weary,	 and	 his	 understanding	 no	 one	 can
fathom.
He	gives	strength	to	the	weary	and	increases	the	power	of	the	weak.
Even	youths	grow	tired	and	weary,	and	young	men	stumble	and	fall;	but
those	who	hope	in	the	LORD



will	renew	their	strength.
They	will	soar	on	wings	like	eagles;	they	will	run	and	not	grow	weary,
they	will	walk	and	not	be	faint.

Questions

•	What	did	God	create?
•	Who	does	God	help?
•	What	can	we	do	if	we	need	help?

Memory	Verse

Trust	 in	 the	 LORD	 with	 all	 your	 heart	 and	 lean	 not	 on	 your	 own
understanding.

Proverbs	3:5



STEP	21



Called	by	Name
1	Samuel	1	–	3

Have	you	ever	had	to	give	back	something	you	loved	very	much?
Maybe	you	were	taking	care	of	your	friend’s	dog	for	the	summer,	but

when	your	friend	came	home	you	didn’t	want	to	give	him	back.	You	had
fallen	in	love	with	the	dog	and	wanted	to	keep	him.	But	you	gave	him
back.
Hannah	was	very	sad	because	she	wanted	a	baby	more	than	anything

in	the	world.	She	went	to	God’s	house	to	pray	very	hard	that	God	would



give	her	a	little	boy.	She	promised	God	that	if	He	gave	her	a	little	boy,
she	would	give	him	back	to	God.	That	meant	he	would	grow	up	in	God’s
house	learning	to	serve	God	and	others.

God	 answered	 her	 prayer!	 She	 had	 a	 baby	 boy	 and	 named	 him
Samuel.	Hannah	remembered	the	promise	she	made	to	God.	Hannah	and
her	husband	took	Samuel	 to	God’s	house.	He	 lived	with	Eli,	 the	priest.
His	parents	visited	him	each	year.	Hannah	loved	Samuel	very	much.
As	Samuel	grew	up,	he	did	what	was	right	and	pleased	God.	He	was
getting	tall,	and	everyone	liked	him.
One	night	Samuel	heard	someone	call	his	name,	“Samuel.”	He	thought
it	must	be	Eli	so	he	went	to	Eli,	but	Eli	told	him	he	had	not	called.	Eli
sent	 him	 back	 to	 bed.	 Again,	 Samuel	 heard	 someone	 call	 his	 name,
“Samuel.”	Samuel	went	to	Eli	and	said,	“Here	I	am.	You	called	me.”	But
again	 Eli	 told	 him	 that	 he	 had	 not	 called.	Once	more	 Samuel	 heard	 a
voice	call,	“Samuel.”	Again	he	went	to	Eli.	This	time	Eli	knew	God	was
calling	Samuel.	Eli	said	to	go	back	to	bed	and	when	it	happened	again
say,	“Speak,	LORD,	for	your	servant	is	listening.”
This	time	when	Samuel	heard,	“Samuel!	Samuel!”	instead	of	going	to
Eli,	Samuel	said,	“Speak,	for	your	servant	is	listening.”
Samuel	learned	to	listen	for	God’s	voice	and	obey	God.	He	grew	up	to
become	a	great	prophet.	God	was	with	him.



Questions

•	What	did	Hannah	ask	God	for?
•	What	did	she	promise	God?
•	Did	she	keep	her	promise?
•	Even	though	Samuel	was	a	little	boy,	who	called	him?

Memory	Verse

“	…	Set	an	example	 for	 the	believers	 in	speech,	 in	conduct,	 in	 love,	 in
faith	and	in	purity.”

1	Timothy	4:12



STEP	22



An	Unlikely	Cure
2	Kings	5:1	–	14

While	 Israel	 and	 another	 country	were	 fighting,	 a	 little	 girl	was	 taken
from	her	home.	 She	missed	her	 home,	 but	 she	 loved	 and	 trusted	God.
Eventually	she	learned	to	love	the	new	people	and	her	new	home,	even
though	the	people	did	not	know	or	love	God.
This	little	girl	worked	for	a	family.	Naaman,	the	father,	was	very	sick.

The	little	girl	was	sad	that	he	was	so	sick.	She	told	Naaman’s	wife	that
back	in	her	old	home,	a	great	prophet	named	Elisha	could	cure	him.



Naaman	went	 to	 the	king	 to	get	permission	 to	go	 to	 Israel.	The	king
said	yes.
So	Naaman	went	to	Elisha’s	house,	but	Elisha	didn’t	come	out	to	meet
him.	He	sent	a	messenger	who	told	Naaman	to	go	wash	seven	times	in
the	 Jordan	 River,	 and	 he	 would	 be	 healed.	 Naaman	 got	 angry.	 He
thought	that	Elisha	was	rude	not	to	come	out	to	talk	to	him.	He	didn’t
want	to	go	wash	in	the	Jordan	River	—	it	was	very	muddy.	He	decided
to	go	back	home	instead	of	doing	what	Elisha	said.

On	 their	 way	 back	 home,	 one	 of	 Naaman’s	 servants	 asked,	 “If	 the
prophet	had	told	you	to	do	some	great	thing,	would	you	not	have	done
it?	How	much	more	reason,	then,	to	obey	him	when	he	tells	you,	‘wash
and	be	cleansed.’	“	Naaman	realized	that	this	man	was	right.	He	turned
around	and	went	to	the	Jordan	River.
When	he	got	to	the	river,	it	was	just	as	muddy	as	ever.	But	he	went	in
and	washed	once.	Nothing	happened.	Twice,	three	times	—	even	after	he
had	 washed	 six	 times	—	 nothing	 happened.	 But	 when	 he	 washed	 the
seventh	time,	he	was	healed.	He	was	completely	well,	just	as	Elisha	had
said.	Naaman	was	very	happy.
Naaman	went	 back	 to	 Elisha’s	 house	 to	 thank	 him.	 This	 time	 Elisha
met	him	in	person.	Naaman	told	Elisha	that	now	he	believed	in	God.
Naaman	began	 to	 love	God	because	 that	 one	 little	 girl,	 even	 though
she	was	far	from	home,	still	loved	and	obeyed	God.



It	took	a	lot	of	courage	for	her	to	tell	Naaman’s	wife	about	Elisha	and
her	God,	but	 she	 trusted	God	and	was	not	afraid	 to	 talk	about	Him	 to
others.
Parent	Note:	 It	 is	 important	for	children	to	learn	early	to	talk	about
Jesus	with	others.	Witnessing	is	such	an	important	key	to	our	growth	as
Christians.	Children	who	grow	up	seeing	it	done	naturally	will	follow	the
example.	It	will	lead	to	a	more	vital	faith.

Questions

•	Who	told	Naaman	to	go	see	Elisha?
•	What	did	Elisha	tell	Naaman	to	do?
•	Why	did	Naaman	go	back	to	Elisha’s	house?
•	What	did	he	tell	Elisha?
•	Why	do	you	think	Naaman	was	mad	that	Elisha	didn’t	come	to	the	door
the	first	time?

Memory	Verse

“	…	Set	an	example	 for	 the	believers	 in	speech,	 in	conduct,	 in	 love,	 in
faith	and	in	purity.”

1	Timothy	4:12



STEP	23



Young	King
2	Kings	22	–	23

Josiah	was	only	eight	years	old	when	he	became	king.	Can	you	imagine?
Though	 he	was	 very	 young,	 he	was	 a	 good	 king	who	wanted	 to	 obey
God.
Many	in	his	country	had	been	worshiping	idols,	or	fake	gods,	instead

of	 the	one	 true	God.	When	Josiah	was	still	young,	he	began	 to	change
the	way	things	were	done.	Even	as	a	child,	Josiah	lived	differently	than
the	 kings	 who	 had	 come	 before	 him.	 He	 tried	 to	 live	 in	 a	 way	 that



pleased	God.	Then	as	a	young	man,	he	began	to	rebuild	the	great	temple
in	Jerusalem	where	the	one	true	God	was	to	be	worshiped.
While	 workers	 were	 rebuilding	 the	 temple,	 they	 found	 God’s	 Law,
which	had	been	written	long	before	by	God	through	Moses.	As	they	read
it,	they	realized	that	they	had	been	sinning	against	God	by	putting	other
things	in	God’s	place.
King	Josiah	was	upset	and	decided	that	he	and	the	other	people	would
make	a	covenant,	or	promise,	 to	God	 to	obey	and	do	all	 that	God	had
told	them	to	do.	Josiah	was	going	to	do	this	with	all	his	heart	and	soul.
He	set	an	example	even	though	he	was	young.
The	king	destroyed	all	the	places	where	people	worshiped	other	things
instead	of	God.	Then	they	celebrated	with	a	feast	in	Jerusalem.
Even	though	King	Josiah	was	young,	the	Bible	tells	us,	“Neither	before
nor	after	Josiah	was	there	a	king	like	him	who	turned	to	the	LORD	as	he
did	—	with	all	his	heart	and	with	all	his	soul	and	with	all	his	strength.”

Questions

•	How	old	was	Josiah	when	he	became	king?
•	Was	he	a	good	king?
•	What	did	they	find	while	rebuilding	the	temple?
•	How	had	the	people	been	sinning	against	God?
•	What	did	they	do	about	it?



Memory	Verse

“…	Set	 an	 example	 for	 the	believers	 in	 speech,	 in	 conduct,	 in	 love,	 in
faith	and	in	purity.”

Memory	Verse

“…	Set	 an	 example	 for	 the	believers	 in	 speech,	 in	 conduct,	 in	 love,	 in
faith	and	in	purity.”

Timothy	4:12



STEP	24



Daniel	Faces	the	Lions
Daniel	6

There	are	many	wonderful	stories	about	angels	and	how	God	sends	them
to	help	us.	Here	is	one	story	about	angels.
Once	there	was	a	very	important	king.	Everyone	had	to	obey	him.	He

had	many	lions	that	he	kept	in	a	den.
In	 the	 same	 country,	 there	 was	 a	 very	 good	 and	 wise	 man	 named

Daniel.	But	some	bad	men	didn’t	like	Daniel.



These	bad	men	talked	the	king	into	making	a	rule	that	no	one	could
pray	to	anyone	except	him.	Anyone	who	did	would	be	thrown	into	the
lions’	den.
But	Daniel	loved	and	obeyed	God.	Daniel	prayed	to	Him	three	times	a
day	with	his	window	open.	Daniel	would	not	pray	to	the	king.	The	bad
men	peeked	into	Daniel’s	window,	then	ran	to	tell	the	king	that	Daniel
was	praying	to	God.
That	made	the	king	sad.	The	king	liked	Daniel,	but	he	had	made	the
rule.	Now	Daniel	would	have	to	be	thrown	into	the	lions’	den.	The	bad
men	took	Daniel	and	put	him	in	with	the	lions.	They	placed	a	big	stone
at	the	entrance	so	no	one	could	get	out.
The	king	was	worried	about	Daniel.	When	the	king	went	to	bed	later,
he	couldn’t	sleep.	Early	the	next	morning,	he	ran	to	the	lions’	den	to	see
what	had	happened	to	Daniel.	He	cried	out,	“Daniel,	servant	of	the	living
God,	has	your	God,	whom	you	serve	continually,	been	able	to	rescue	you
from	the	lions?”	Daniel	answered	him,	“O	king,	live	forever!
My	God	sent	his	angel,	and	he	shut	the	mouths	of	the	lions.	They	have
not	hurt	me.”
The	king	was	so	happy!	He	ordered	his	men	to	help	Daniel	out	of	the
den.	Everyone	could	see	that	Daniel	was	not	hurt	at	all.	God	had	taken
care	of	him.

Questions

•	What	did	the	bad	men	want	to	do	to	Daniel?
•	What	rule	did	these	men	talk	the	king	into	making?
•	Who	did	Daniel	pray	to?
•	Who	was	sent	to	help	Daniel?
•	Is	God	able	to	rescue	us	from	danger?
•	Why	didn’t	Daniel	pray	secretly	to	try	to	stay	out	of	trouble?





STEP	25



Jonah	Runs	Away
Jonah	1-3

Have	 you	 ever	 run	 away	 from	 doing	 something	 you	were	 told	 to	 do?
Maybe	your	mom	asked	you	to	pick	up	your	toys	but	you	went	outside
to	play	with	a	 friend.	Did	 she	punish	you	 for	disobeying	her?	Did	you
have	to	pick	up	your	toys	anyway?
There	was	a	man	named	Jonah	who	 lived	a	 long	 time	ago.	God	told

him	to	go	to	a	city	named	Nineveh	to	tell	the	people	that	they	had	been
doing	 bad	 things.	 God	 was	 very	 unhappy	 with	 them.	 They	 needed	 to



repent,	or	say	they	were	sorry,	and	quit	doing	bad	things.
Jonah	didn’t	want	to	do	that	so	he	ran	away	from	God.	He	got	on	a
boat	that	was	going	far	away.
The	 boat	went	way	 out	 into	 the	 ocean.	God	made	 a	 big	 storm	with
wind	 and	 waves	 to	 toss	 the	 boat	 around.	 The	 men	 on	 the	 boat	 were
afraid	that	it	would	turn	over	and	they	would	die.

Jonah	was	asleep.	The	captain	woke	him	up	and	asked	him	to	pray	to
God	 to	 stop	 the	 storm.	The	men	on	 the	 boat	 found	out	 the	 storm	was
Jonah’s	fault.	They	asked	him	who	he	was	and	what	he	was	doing.	They
became	afraid	because	they	realized	he	was	running	away	from	God.
The	storm	was	getting	worse.	They	asked	Jonah	what	they	should	do.
Jonah	 told	 them	 to	 throw	 him	 overboard	—	 then	 the	 sea	would	 calm
down.	The	men	prayed	 that	 they	would	not	die	and	 tossed	Jonah	 into
the	water.	The	storm	quit	and	the	ocean	became	calm.
Jonah	was	in	the	ocean	when	a	big	fish	came	and	swallowed	him	up!
It	must	have	been	very	dark	and	smelly	inside	that	fish.
He	prayed	inside	the	fish	for	three	days.	Jonah	did	not	like	it	there,	so
he	called	out	to	God	for	help.
The	big	fish	threw	up	and	out	came	Jonah	onto	the	beach!
Once	again,	God	told	Jonah	to	go	tell	the	people	of	Nineveh	that	they
had	done	bad	things	and	needed	to	repent.



This	 time	Jonah	obeyed.	He	went	 to	Nineveh	and	 told	 the	people	 to
stop	 doing	 bad	 things.	Many	 people	 believed	 in	 God	 because	 of	 what
Jonah	told	them.

Question

•	Can	we	run	away	from	God?
•	Can	you	imagine	what	it	must	have	been	like	inside	the	big	fish?
•	What	did	Jonah	learn	while	he	was	in	the	fish?
•	Did	he	obey	God?
•	What	happened	because	he	obeyed?
•	What	are	some	things	you	need	to	do	to	obey	God?

Memory	Verse

“…	Set	 an	 example	 for	 the	believers	 in	 speech,	 in	 conduct,	 in	 love,	 in
faith	and	in	purity.”

1	Timothy	4:12



STEP	26



400	Years	of	Silence
Micah	6:8;	Zechariah	1:3

Do	 you	 like	 to	 get	 mail?	 Isn’t	 it	 fun	 to	 go	 to	 the	 mailbox	 and	 find
something	 with	 your	 name	 on	 it?	 Sometimes	 you	 get	 a	 letter	 from
someone	very	special,	and	that’s	even	better!	But	maybe	there	are	times
when	you	don’t	hear	 from	that	 special	 someone	and	 it	makes	you	sad.
You	 wait	 and	 wait	 but	 nothing	 comes.	 You	 wonder,	 Has	 something
happened	to	her?	Did	he	go	away?	Did	she	quit	liking	me?	Did	he	forget	me?
God	had	given	many	messages	 to	prophets	 to	 tell	God’s	people	what



He	 wanted	 them	 to	 do.	 He	 wanted	 them	 to	 rebuild	 the	 temple	 and
worship	 Him	 only.	 He	 wanted	 them	 to	 love	 mercy	 and	 walk	 humbly
with	 Him.	 There	 were	 a	 few	 obedient	 people,	 but	 most	 of	 them
continued	 to	 disobey	God.	 They	 did	 bad	 things.	He	warned	 them	 that
they	would	be	punished.
And	then	God	got	quiet.	He	didn’t	say	anything	to	His	people	for	400
years.	That’s	a	long	time!
The	ones	who	were	obedient	were	hopeful	 that	God	would	 speak	 to
them	 again.	 They	 hoped	 year	 after	 year.	 They	 had	 no	 idea	 how	 He
would	 speak	and	He	 surprised	 them.	He	didn’t	 shout	 from	heaven.	He
didn’t	stand	on	a	street	corner	preaching.	He	didn’t	send	a	letter.
He	sent	a	baby	—	His	very	own	Son!

Questions

•	What	were	God’s	messengers	called?
•	Did	the	people	obey?
•	How	long	was	God	quiet?
•	How	did	God	surprise	His	people?
•	Whom	did	He	send?



Memory	Verse

“For	 God	 so	 loved	 the	world	 that	 he	 gave	 his	 one	 and	 only	 Son,	 that
whoever	believes	in	him	shall	not	perish	but	have	eternal	life.”

John	3:16



STEP	27



A	Special	Baby	Is	Born
Luke	2:1	–	12

Far	away,	there	is	a	town	called	Bethlehem.	It	is	a	very	old	town.	Many
years	 ago	 a	 young	 woman	 named	 Mary	 came	 to	 Bethlehem	 with	 her
husband,	Joseph.	They	did	not	live	in	Bethlehem,	so	they	had	to	find	an
inn	where	they	could	spend	the	night.
The	 inn	 was	 full	 of	 people,	 so	 Mary	 and	 Joseph	 would	 not	 have	 a

room	to	spend	the	night.	Joseph	was	sad	and	a	little	worried.	He	needed
to	 find	 a	 place	 for	 Mary	 to	 be	 comfortable.	 She	 was	 going	 to	 have	 a



baby.	A	special	baby.
They	went	 to	 the	 stable	where	 the	donkeys	 and	 cows	 stayed.	 In	 the
stable,	 there	was	 a	 place	 for	 the	 donkeys	 and	 cows	 to	 lie	 down	and	 a
place	where	they	ate.

We	eat	meals	from	plates,	but	donkeys	and	cows	eat	out	of	mangers.
There	was	a	manger	in	the	stable	where	Mary	and	Joseph	stayed.
When	the	baby	was	born,	Mary	had	no	nice	cradle	to	put	Him	in.	She
wrapped	Him	 up	 in	 some	 cloths	 and	 put	 Him	 into	 the	manger	 as	 His
cradle.
Do	you	know	what	 that	baby’s	name	was?	His	name	was	Jesus.	And
He	was	and	is	the	Son	of	God.
Parent	Note:	This	story	begins	to	establish	the	deity	of	Christ,	which	is
essential	 in	understanding	 the	Bible.	Children	 readily	accept	 this.	They
may	ask	why	they	cannot	see	Him	or	what	He	looks	like	or	how	He	can
live	in	heaven	as	well	as	in	their	hearts.	Keep	your	answers	simple	and
honest,	such	as:	we	can’t	see	Him	because	He	does	not	have	a	body	like
ours,	but	one	time	He	did.	He	was	seen	by	people;	He	ate	with	them	and
talked	with	 them.	We	 do	 not	 know	what	He	 looks	 like,	 and	we	 don’t
know	how	He	can	be	in	two	places	at	one	time,	but	He	can	because	the
Bible	tells	us	so.	The	Bible	is	true.

Questions



•	Where	did	Mary	and	Joseph	find	a	place	to	sleep?
•	Why	was	Joseph	worried?
•	What	usually	sleeps	in	a	stable?
•	What	was	the	baby’s	name?
•	Who	had	sent	Jesus	to	Mary?
•	Since	Jesus	was	God’s	own	Son,	why	wasn’t	He	born	in	a	palace	or	at
least	a	comfortable,	clean	place?

Memory	Verse

“For	 God	 so	 loved	 the	world	 that	 he	 gave	 his	 one	 and	 only	 Son,	 that
whoever	believes	in	him	shall	not	perish	but	have	eternal	life.”

John	3:16



STEP	28



The	Shepherds	Meet	Jesus
Luke	2:8	–	16

Sheep	 are	 very	 useful	 creatures.	 If	 a	 farmer	 owns	 sheep,	 he	 can	 keep
them	fenced	in	the	yard	and	let	the	sheep	eat	the	grass.	That	is	one	way
to	keep	the	lawn	mowed!
In	the	country	where	Jesus	was	born,	people	used	to	have	many	sheep.

The	sheep	stayed	out	in	the	fields	to	eat	the	grass.	But	since	there	were
wolves	and	bears	in	the	country,	men	had	to	stay	in	the	fields	to	protect
them.	These	men	were	called	shepherds.



On	the	night	Jesus	was	born,	an	angel	came	from	heaven	and	spoke	to
some	shepherds.	They	were	frightened,	perhaps	because	they	had	never
seen	an	angel	before.	The	angel	had	a	very	important	message	from	God.
The	angel	told	them,	“Do	not	be	afraid.	I	bring	you	good	news	of	great
joy	that	will	be	for	all	people.	Today	in	the	town	of	David	a	Savior	has
been	born	to	you.”	The	angel	called	Jesus	the	Savior.
The	shepherds	found	Jesus	in	the	manger,	as	the	angel	said.

Questions

•	Why	did	shepherds	have	to	take	care	of	their	sheep?
•	On	the	night	Jesus	was	born,	who	came	to	talk	to	the	shepherds?
•	What	did	the	angel	tell	them?
•	What	did	the	angel	call	Jesus?

Memory	Verse

“For	 God	 so	 loved	 the	world	 that	 he	 gave	 his	 one	 and	 only	 Son,	 that
whoever	believes	in	him	shall	not	perish	but	have	eternal	life.”

John	3:16



STEP	29



Wise	Men	Meet	Jesus
Matthew	2:1	–	12

Some	other	men	came	to	see	Jesus	in	Bethlehem.	They	were	called	Wise
Men.	These	Wise	Men	knew	a	lot	about	the	stars.	They	used	to	stay	up
all	night	sometimes,	looking	at	the	stars,	trying	to	learn	all	about	them.
One	night	when	they	were	looking	up	at	the	sky,	they	saw	a	new	star

that	was	different	from	all	the	stars	they	had	ever	seen	before.	God	had
sent	the	Wise	Men	star	for	the	Wise	Men	to	see,	so	they	would	know	His
Son	was	born.



As	soon	as	they	knew	that	Jesus	was	born,	the	wise	men	wanted	to	see
Him.	But	they	lived	far	away	from	Bethlehem.	They	did	not	know	where
Bethlehem	was.	How	would	 they	 find	 the	way?	God	made	 the	 star	 to
lead	them	to	Bethlehem.

The	Wlse	Men	followed	the	star	to	Bethlehem	and	found	Jesus.	They
knelt	 down	 on	 the	 ground	 in	 front	 of	 Him	 and	worshiped	 Him.	 Then
they	took	out	some	presents	and	gave	them	to	Him.	Then	they	traveled
home.

Questions

•	Who	else	came	to	see	Jesus	in	Bethlehem?
•	Why	did	God	send	the	star	for	the	Wise	Men	to	see?
•	After	they	had	seen	the	star,	what	did	they	want	to	do?
•	What	did	they	do	when	they	saw	Jesus?
•	Where	did	they	go	afterward?
•	How	does	God	lead	us	to	Jesus	today?

Memory	Verse

“For	 God	 so	 loved	 the	world	 that	 he	 gave	 his	 one	 and	 only	 Son,	 that



whoever	believes	in	him	shall	not	perish	but	have	eternal	life.”
John	3:16



STEP	30



God	Is	Good
Psalm	100

Shout	for	joy	to	the	LORD,	all	the	earth.
Worship	the	LORD	with	gladness;	come	before	him	with	joyful	songs.

Know	that	the	LORD	is	God.
It	is	he	who	made	us,	and	we	are	his;	we	are	his	people,	the	sheep	of

his	pasture.



Enter	his	gates	with	thanksgiving	and	his	courts	with	praise;
give	thanks	to	him	and	praise	his	name.
For	 the	 LORD	 is	 good	 and	 his	 love	 endures	 forever;	 his	 faithfulness
continues	through	all	generations.

Questions

•	Who	made	us?
•	Who	should	we	thank?
•	Who	will	love	us	forever?

Memory	Verse

“For	 God	 so	 loved	 the	world	 that	 he	 gave	 his	 one	 and	 only	 Son,	 that
whoever	believes	in	him	shall	not	perish	but	have	eternal	life.”

John	3:16



STEP	31



A	Safe	Place
Matthew	1:21

Suppose	you	were	playing	ball	in	your	yard	and	the	ball	rolled	out	into
the	street.	You	ran	into	the	street	after	the	ball	and	did	not	look	to	see
that	a	car	was	coming.	The	car	was	coming	closer	to	you	at	a	fast	speed
and	would	soon	hit	you.	It	would	kill	you.
But	 suppose	 that	 just	 then,	 a	 strong	man	picked	 you	up	 and	 carried

you	to	a	safe	place	so	 that	you	would	not	be	hit	by	 the	car.	That	man
would	have	saved	you	from	the	car,	right?



Jesus	came	from	heaven	to	save	us	—	not	from	a	speeding	car	but	to
save	us	from	our	sins.
Our	sins	are	 the	bad	 things	we	do,	 like	disobeying	Mom	and	Dad	or
lying	 or	 being	 selfish.	 Jesus	 came	 to	 save	 us	 from	 being	 punished	 for
them	after	we	die.	That	is	the	reason	we	call	Him	our	Savior.
If	you	ask	Jesus	to	forgive	you	and	live	in	your	heart,	he	promises	to
do	it.	Would	you	like	to	ask	Jesus	into	your	heart?

Parent	Note:	If	your	children	indicate	that	they	understand	what	sin	is,
take	 advantage	 of	 their	 open	hearts	 and	 lead	 them	 to	 Jesus	 through	 a
simple	prayer.	For	a	parent,	there	is	no	greater	joy.	Children	are	the	only
things	we	can	take	to	heaven!

Memory	Verse

“Believe	in	the	Lord	Jesus,	and	you	will	be	saved.”

Questions

•	What	did	the	angel	call	Jesus?
•	What	are	our	sins?	Can	you	think	of	some	things	you	have	done	that
have	made	God	unhappy?
•	Did	Jesus	come	to	help	us	stop	doing	these	wrong	things?
•	If	we	love	Jesus	and	ask	for	forgiveness,	will	we	be	punished	for	these
things	after	we	die?
•	How	can	Jesus,	who	died	so	many	years	ago,	take	the	punishment	for
our	sins,	when	we’re	alive	now?





STEP	32



John	the	Baptist
Matthew	3:1	–	6;	John	3:35	–	36

Jesus’	cousin’s	name	was	John	the	Baptist.	He	was	a	very	good	man.	He
lived	in	the	desert.	Even	though	a	desert	is	a	place	where	practically	no
one	lives,	John	the	Baptist	lived	there.
John	wore	a	scratchy	coat	and	ate	unusual	food.	He	did	not	eat	meat

and	bread	as	you	probably	do.	He	ate	 locusts	 and	wild	honey.	Locusts
are	insects	that	look	like	grasshoppers.



John	loved	and	obeyed	God.	God	told	John	to	leave	the	desert	to	tell
people	about	Jesus.	He	would	teach	them	that	Jesus	was	God’s	Son	and
to	get	ready	for	Him.
John	 went	 to	 a	 place	 near	 the	 Jordan	 River.	 Many	 people	 came	 to
hear	what	he	had	to	say.	John	told	them	that	very	soon	they	would	see
their	Savior	and	that	they	must	get	ready.
How	would	they	get	ready?	Should	they	put	on	their	best	clothes?	No,
that	is	not	what	John	meant.	The	way	to	get	ready	for	Jesus	was	to	stop
doing	wrong	things	and	to	ask	God	to	take	away	their	sins.
Parent	Note:	This	story	introduces	a	bit	of	biblical	cultural	background.
This	helps	establish	 the	Bible	as	a	historical	book	with	real	people	and
real	events.

Questions

•	Where	did	John	the	Baptist	live?
•	What	did	he	eat?
•	What	did	God	tell	him	to	do?
•	What	was	the	name	of	the	big	river	John	went	to?
•	What	did	John	tell	the	people?

Memory	Verse



“Believe	in	the	Lord	Jesus,	and	you	will	be	saved.”
Acts	16:31



STEP	33



Wash	Away	Our	Sins
Matthew	3:13	–	17

Some	of	the	people	who	listened	to	John	obeyed	him	and	stopped	doing
bad	 things.	 But	 others	 didn’t	 pay	 any	 attention	 to	 him.	 John	 took
everyone	 who	 listened	 and	 obeyed	 down	 to	 the	 Jordan	 River	 to	 be
baptized.
Do	you	know	what	it	means	to	be	baptized?	It	means	that	we	are	sorry

for	all	 the	wrong	things	we	have	done	and	have	asked	Jesus	to	forgive
us.	It	is	a	way	of	saying	to	everyone	that	Jesus	has	washed	away	our	sins



and	we	have	asked	Him	to	live	in	our	hearts.
While	John	was	baptizing	all	the	people	at	the	river,	Jesus	came	and
asked	John	to	baptize	Him.	And	so	John	did.
Jesus’	 baptism	 was	 very	 special.	 Because	 Jesus	 never	 did	 anything
wrong,	 there	 was	 no	 need	 to	 wash	 away	 any	 sins.	 He	 asked	 to	 be
baptized	 to	 show	 that	 John’s	 preaching	was	 right	 and	 that	 soon	 Jesus
was	going	to	truly	wash	away	our	sins	by	His	blood.

When	 Jesus	 came	 up	 out	 of	 the	 water	 after	 being	 baptized,	 a
wonderful	 thing	happened.	He	heard	 a	 voice	 from	heaven	 speaking.	 It
was	God’s	voice,	and	He	said,	“This	is	my	Son,	whom	I	love;	with	him	I
am	well	pleased.”
At	 the	same	time,	a	beautiful	bird	 flew	down	and	rested	on	Jesus.	 It
looked	like	a	dove,	but	it	wasn’t.	It	was	the	Holy	Spirit.
Parent	Note:	 The	 Holy	 Spirit	 is	 introduced	 here.	 If	 your	 child	 shows
interest,	a	discussion	as	to	who	the	Holy	Spirit	is	and	what	He	does	(we
cannot	see	Him	but	He	lives	in	us	and	helps	us	obey	God)	will	help	your
child	 in	an	important	but	often	neglected	subject.	 If	you	are	unclear	 in
your	own	mind	about	the	Holy	Spirit,	The	Holy	Spirit	by	Billy	Graham	is
an	excellent	resource.

Questions



•	What	did	John	do	at	the	river?
•	What	is	baptism?
•	Who	came	to	John	to	be	baptized?
•	When	Jesus	came	out	of	the	water,	whose	voice	did	He	hear?
•	What	did	God	say?

Memory	Verse

“Believe	in	the	Lord	Jesus,	and	you	will	be	saved.”

Memory	Verse

“Believe	in	the	Lord	Jesus,	and	you	will	be	saved.”
Acts	16:31



STEP	34



Jesus	Is	Tempted
Matthew	4:1	–	11

The	Holy	 Spirit	 led	 Jesus	 into	 the	 desert.	 Jesus	 stayed	 in	 the	 desert	 a
long	 time	—	forty	days	and	nights.	He	didn’t	have	anything	 to	eat	 the
whole	time.
While	Jesus	was	out	in	the	desert,	Satan	came	to	Him;	he	tried	to	get

Jesus	to	do	wrong.	Remember,	Satan	was	the	one	who	convinced	Adam
and	Eve	to	disobey	God.	He	tries	very	hard	to	make	us	do	wrong.	He	is
very	bad.



Satan	knew	that	Jesus	was	hungry,	so	Satan	told	Jesus	to	change	the
stones	lying	on	the	ground	into	bread.	Jesus	could	easily	have	changed
the	 stones	 into	 bread,	 but	 He	would	 not	 do	 it	 because	 that	 would	 be
obeying	Satan.
Then	Satan	took	Jesus	away	from	the	desert	to	the	top	of	a	beautiful
church	 called	 a	 temple.	 Satan	 told	 Jesus	 to	 throw	Himself	 down	 from
that	 high	 place.	 Satan	 said	 that	God	would	 send	 angels	 to	 catch	Him.
Then	He	would	not	be	hurt	when	He	fell.
But	 Jesus	would	not	do	 this	 either,	 because	 to	obey	Satan	would	be
wrong.
Then	Satan	took	Jesus	to	a	high	mountain,	and	he	showed	Jesus	many
beautiful	countries	and	cities.	Jesus	could	see	them	all	at	the	same	time.
Satan	told	Jesus	that	if	He	would	only	bow	down	and	worship	Satan,
jesus	could	have	all	those	beautiful	countries	and	cities	for	His	own.	But
Jesus	 said	only	God	should	be	worshiped,	not	Satan.	 In	 the	Bible,	God
says	that	we	should	not	worship	any	other	gods.
When	Satan	realized	that	Jesus	would	not	obey	him,	Satan	went	away
and	left	Jesus.	Then	some	good	angels	came	and	took	care	of	Jesus.
Sometimes	Satan	comes	to	us	and	tries	to	make	us	do	bad	things.	We
cannot	see	him	when	he	comes,	but	we	can	tell	he	is	near,	for	he	makes
us	feel	like	we	want	to	do	wrong.
When	you	feel	like	doing	wrong	things,	ask	Jesus	to	tell	Satan	to	leave
you	alone.	Then	he	will	go	away	from	us,	as	he	went	away	from	Jesus.



Questions

•	How	long	did	Jesus	stay	in	the	desert?
•	Did	He	eat	or	drink	anything?
•	Who	came	to	try	to	make	Jesus	do	wrong?
•	Whom	did	Jesus	say	he	would	obey?
•	What	should	we	say	to	Satan	when	he	tries	to	make	us	do	wrong?
•	Is	temptation	a	sin?



STEP	35



Jesus’	First	Miracle
John	2:1	–	10

Do	you	 like	 to	 go	 to	parties?	 Some	of	 the	nicest	parties	 are	weddings.
The	best	part	 is	when	they	cut	 the	cake	and	you	get	a	 thick	slice	with
lots	of	frosting!
Jesus	liked	parties	too.	He	went	to	weddings.	In	Jesus’	day,	weddings

lasted	 up	 to	 seven	 days.	 The	 Bible	 says	 that	 Jesus	 and	 some	 of	 His
disciples	went	to	a	wedding	in	a	town	named	Cana.



At	 the	 wedding,	 there	 was	 laughter	 and	 celebrating.	 Maybe	 some
dancing.	A	party	with	all	kinds	of	good	food	for	the	guests	to	eat.
So	many	people	came	to	this	wedding	that	soon	there	was	nothing	left
to	drink.
Jesus’	mother,	Mary,	was	 also	 at	 the	wedding.	 She	 noticed	 that	 the
wine	was	all	gone.	She	was	concerned	and	took	the	groom’s	servants	to
Jesus	and	told	them,	“Do	whatever	He	tells	you.”
Jesus	told	the	servants	to	bring	in	some	water	and	pour	it	into	six	tall
jars	in	the	dining	room.	The	servants	obeyed	Jesus	and	filled	the	jars	up
to	the	very	top.
Then	Jesus	told	them,	“Now	draw	some	out	and	take	it	to	the	master
of	 the	banquet.”	The	man	 tasted	 it	 and	 found	out	 that	 it	wasn’t	water
now.	It	was	very	fine	wine.
Jesus	hadn’t	put	anything	 into	 the	water.	He	had	changed	 the	water
into	wine.	This	was	His	first	miracle.
Jesus	had	authority	over	nature	—	including	 the	 jars	of	plain	water.
He	 could	 change	 it	 because	He	 is	 the	 Son	 of	God,	 and	He	 can	 do	 the
same	things	God	can	do.

Parent	 Note:	 This	 Scripture	 helps	 us	 see	 that	 Jesus	 wasn’t	 always
encumbered	 by	 His	 ministry.	 Here	 He	 was	 at	 a	 wedding	 party.	 He
enjoyed	people	and	laughed.	He	is	not	always	stern,	always	demanding



of	us.	He	accepts	us	just	the	way	we	are.	He	does	not	hand	us	a	list	of
don’ts	—	He	gave	us	all	things	to	enjoy,	under	authority	of	Scripture.

Questions

•	What	was	the	name	of	the	town	Jesus	went	to?
•	What	did	Mary	tell	the	servants	to	do?
•	What	did	Jesus	tell	them	to	do?
•	Who	had	changed	the	water	into	wine?
•	Why	could	Jesus	do	miracles?
•	Do	you	think	that	while	Jesus	was	here	on	earth,	He	laughed	and	had
fun?

Memory	Verse

“Believe	in	the	Lord	Jesus,	and	you	will	be	saved.”
Acts	16:31



STEP	36



Jesus	Says	the	Word
John	4:46	–	53

Jesus	 was	 in	 the	 town	 of	 Cana	 where	 He	 had	 attended	 the	 wedding
party.	There	was	a	very	important	man	who	lived	there.	The	man’s	son
was	very	sick,	and	he	was	afraid	his	little	boy	would	die.
When	the	man	heard	that	Jesus	was	in	Cana,	he	hurried	to	see	Him.

He	begged	Jesus	 to	make	his	son	well.	He	told	Jesus,	“Sir,	come	down
before	my	child	dies.”	The	man	thought	that	Jesus	would	have	to	see	his
son	to	make	him	well.



But	 Jesus	 told	 the	man,	 “You	may	go.	Your	 son	will	 live.”	The	man
believed	what	 Jesus	 said.	 On	 his	way	 home,	 his	 servants	 came	 out	 to
meet	the	man	to	tell	him	that	his	son	was	already	well.
Jesus	had	made	the	boy	well	by	just	saying	so.	As	soon	as	Jesus	said
that,	the	sickness	left	the	boy	and	he	was	well.	Jesus	has	authority	over
everything,	including	sickness.	This	was	a	miracle!

Questions

•	What	did	the	important	man	ask	Jesus	to	do?
•	Could	the	doctors	make	his	son	well?
•	What	did	the	important	man	think	Jesus	had	to	do	to	make	his	son
well?
•	What	did	Jesus	say	to	him?
•	What	does	Jesus	have	authority	over?
•	Why	didn’t	Jesus	go	to	the	man’s	house	and	heal	the	young	boy	there?

Memory	Verse

“Come,	 follow	 me,”	 Jesus	 said,	 “and	 I	 will	 send	 you	 out	 to	 fish	 for
people.”



Matthew	4:19



STEP	37



Time	Alone	with	God
Luke	4:42	–	44,	5:16

God	had	given	Jesus	a	big,	important	job.	His	job	was	to	show	us	what
God	was	 like	and	how	much	God	 loves	us.	Jesus	knew	that	He	had	 to
spend	time	alone	with	God	in	order	to	do	this	job	well.
The	same	is	 true	 for	us.	Our	 job	 is	 to	show	people	what	God	 is	 like.

We	need	 to	 spend	 time	with	God	 getting	 to	 know	Him,	 reading	 about
Him	in	the	Bible,	and	talking	to	Him.
Early	one	morning	before	the	sun	was	up,	Jesus	woke	up	and	went	out

to	the	desert	so	that	He	could	pray	to	God.	Jesus	knew	how	important	it
was	to	spend	time	alone	with	God.



Soon,	 the	 people	 from	 the	 town	 came	 to	 look	 for	 Jesus.	When	 they
heard	that	He	had	gone	to	the	desert,	they	went	out	to	find	Him.	When
they	found	Him,	they	begged	Him	to	stay	in	their	town.
But	Jesus	said,	“I	must	preach	the	good	news	of	the	kingdom	of	God	to
the	other	towns	also,	because	that	is	why	I	was	sent.”
God	 had	 sent	 Jesus	 to	 our	world	 to	 show	us	 that	God	 loves	 us.	 But
because	we	have	done	many	wrong	things,	called	sins,	we	have	to	repent
and	ask	God	 to	 forgive	us.	To	 repent	 is	 to	be	 sorry	 for	 something	you
have	done	—	so	sorry	that	you	never	want	to	do	it	again.	Jesus	went	to
many	towns	telling	the	people	these	things.
Parent	 Note:	 This	 step	 introduces	 the	 doctrines	 of	 repentance	 and
forgiveness.	 At	 this	 point	 you	might	want	 to	 ask	 your	 children	 if	 they
want	 to	 ask	 Jesus	 to	 forgive	 them	 for	 their	 sins	 and	 come	 into	 their
hearts.

Questions

•	Where	did	Jesus	go	very	early	in	the	morning?
•	Who	went	out	to	find	Jesus?
•	Why	did	God	send	Jesus?
•	What	are	sins?
•	What	does	repent	mean?



•	Do	you	follow	Jesus	‘example	of	being	alone	to	pray?

Memory	Verse

“Come,	 follow	 me,”	 Jesus	 said,	 “and	 I	 will	 send	 you	 out	 to	 fish	 for
people.”

Matthew	4:19



STEP	38



Fishermen	Follow	Jesus
Luke	5:1	–	11

Jesus	came	to	another	town	named	Capernaum,	near	the	Sea	of	Galilee.
He	liked	to	walk	on	the	beach.
He	 saw	 two	 fishing	 boats	 on	 the	 beach;	 they	 belonged	 to	 fishermen

who	were	washing	the	nets.
If	 you	have	 ever	 gone	 fishing,	 you	probably	 took	 a	 fishing	pole	 and

some	worms.	But	you	could	only	catch	one	fish	at	a	time.	If	you	used	a
net,	you	would	catch	a	lot	of	fish	at	a	time.



Jesus	 told	 one	 of	 the	 fishermen,	 “Put	 out	 into	 deep	 water,	 and	 let
down	the	nets	for	a	catch.”

But	the	man,	named	Peter,	said,	“Master,	we’ve	worked	hard	all	night
and	haven’t	caught	anything.	But	because	you	say	so,	I	will	let	down	the
nets.”	Peter,	James,	and	John	rowed	out	on	the	sea.
They	let	down	their	nets.	But	when	the	men	tried	to	pull	them	back	up
into	the	boat,	the	nets	were	so	full	of	fish	the	men	couldn’t	lift	them!
The	men	called	out	to	their	friends	to	come	help.	They	came	alongside
and	helped	pull	up	the	net.	When	they	emptied	the	fish	into	the	boats,
they	were	so	full	of	fish	that	they	were	close	to	sinking.
This	was	a	miracle!	No	one	else	but	God	could	do	this.
Jesus	 told	 the	men	 to	 follow	Him.	They	 immediately	 left	 their	boats
and	nets	to	follow	Jesus.

Questions

•	What	happened	when	Jesus	walked	on	the	beach?
•	Who	did	Jesus	see	on	the	beach?
•	Why	weren’t	they	fishing?
•	When	Jesus	told	them	to	fish,	what	happened?
•	Did	these	men	follow	Jesus?



•	Pretend	you	were	in	Peter’s	boat	that	day.	How	would	you	have	felt
and	acted?

Memory	Verse

“Come,	 follow	 me,”	 Jesus	 said,	 “and	 I	 will	 send	 you	 out	 to	 fish	 for
people.”

Matthew	4:19



STEP	39



Make	Me	Clean
Luke	5:12	–	15

Leprosy	was	 a	 horrible	 disease	 that	 no	 one	 knew	how	 to	 cure	 back	 in
Bible	 times.	 This	 sickness	 made	 sores	 show	 up	 on	 a	 person’s	 skin.
Sometimes	 the	 sickness	 was	 so	 bad	 that	 people	 would	 lose	 feeling	 in
their	fingers	or	hands	or	feet	or	nose	or	ears.
Leprosy	 made	 people	 sick	 in	 the	 country	 where	 Jesus	 lived.	 When

people	got	 leprosy,	 they	would	have	 to	 leave	 their	homes	so	 that	 their
families	 would	 not	 get	 sick.	 They	 didn’t	 have	 nice	 hospitals	 to	 go	 to.



They	could	not	come	back	home	until	they	were	well.	But	no	one	could
make	them	well	except	God.
When	Jesus	was	walking	in	a	town	one	day,	a	man	who	had	leprosy
came	to	Jesus.	He	knelt	down	on	the	ground	in	front	of	Jesus	and	said,
“Lord,	 if	you	are	willing,	you	can	make	me	clean.”	Jesus	didn’t	 like	 to
see	such	a	sick	man	suffering.	Jesus	said,	“I	am	willing.”	He	then	told	the
man,	“Be	clean.”	As	soon	as	Jesus	said	that,	the	leprosy	went	away	and
the	man	was	well.	This	was	another	miracle!
People	 couldn’t	 help	 talking	 about	 how	 Jesus	 healed	 the	man.	After
that,	 so	many	people	 came	 to	 Jesus	 and	 crowded	around	Him	 that	He
could	not	stay	there	anymore.
Parent	 Note:	 Leprosy	 shouldn’t	 upset	 a	 child.	 Explain	 that	 it	 is	 not
common	 today	 and	medicines	 are	 available	 to	help	 cure	 it.	 Emphasize
the	love	and	power	of	Jesus.



Questions
•	What	bad	sickness	did	you	learn	about	in	this	story?
•	When	a	person	got	leprosy,	could	he	stay	with	the	family?
•	Who	can	make	a	person	well?
•	What	did	the	man	with	leprosy	ask	Jesus	to	do	for	him?
•	Did	Jesus	do	it?
•	What	did	the	people	do?
•	Why	was	Jesus	willing	to	heal	the	man	with	leprosy?

Memory	Verse

“Come,	 follow	 me,”	 Jesus	 said,	 “and	 I	 will	 send	 you	 out	 to	 fish	 for
people.”

Matthew	4:19



STEP	40



Rejoice	and	Be	Glad
Matthew	5:1	–	12	(NIrV)

Jesus	saw	the	crowds.	So	he	went	up	on	a	mountainside	and	sat	down.
His	 disciples	 came	 to	 him	 Then	 he	 began	 to	 teach	 them.	 He	 said,
“Blessed	 are	 those	 who	 are	 spiritually	 needy.	 The	 kingdom	 of	 heaven
belongs	to	them.
Blessed	are	those	who	are	sad.	They	will	be	comforted.
Blessed	are	those	who	are	free	of	pride.	They	will	be	given	the	earth.



Blessed	are	those	who	are	hungry	and	thirsty	for	what	 is	right.	They
will	be	filled.
Blessed	are	those	who	show	mercy.	They	will	be	shown	mercy.
Blessed	are	those	whose	hearts	are	pure.	They	will	see	God.
Blessed	are	those	who	make	peace.	They	will	be	called	sons	of	God.
Blessed	are	those	who	suffer	for	doing	what	is	right.	The	kingdom	of
heaven	belongs	to	them.	“Blessed	are	you	when	people	make	fun	of	you
and	 hurt	 you	 because	 of	 me.	 You	 are	 also	 blessed	 when	 they	 tell	 all
kinds	 of	 evil	 lies	 about	 you	 because	 of	 me.	 Be	 joyful	 and	 glad.	 Your
reward	 in	 heaven	 is	 great.	 In	 the	 same	way,	 people	 hurt	 the	 prophets
who	lived	long	ago.”

Questions

•	Who	taught	this	passage	to	a	crowd?
•	Do	you	know	someone	that	is	like	the	person	Jesus	is	describing?
•	How	could	you	become	like	the	person	Jesus	is	describing?
•	What	is	our	reward	for	believing	in	and	following	God?

Memory	Verse

“Come,	 follow	 me,”	 Jesus	 said,	 “and	 I	 will	 send	 you	 out	 to	 fish	 for



people.”
Matthew	4:19



STEP	41



A	Hole	in	the	Roof
Luke	5:18	–	26;	Mark	2:1	–	12

Jesus	 went	 back	 to	 Capernaum,	 where	 he	 had	 helped	 Peter	 and	 his
brother	catch	so	many	fish.	There	were	many	houses	there,	but	they	did
not	 look	 like	 the	houses	people	 live	 in	 today.	They	were	 small,	 square
houses	 that	were	 only	 one	 story	high.	The	 roofs	 on	 these	houses	were
flat	—	a	person	could	go	up	and	walk	around	on	them.
Jesus	was	 teaching	 in	 one	 of	 these	 houses.	 In	 the	 same	 town,	 some

friends	of	a	sick	man	wanted	to	take	him	to	Jesus,	but	the	man	was	so



sick	and	weak	he	could	not	walk.

So	they	decided	to	pick	up	the	bed	he	was	lying	on	and	carry	him	to
Jesus.	When	they	got	to	the	house	where	Jesus	was,	there	was	such	a	big
crowd	that	they	could	not	get	through	the	door.
The	man’s	friends	carried	him	up	onto	the	flat	roof	of	the	house	and
opened	up	a	hole	 in	 the	 roof.	Then	 they	carefully	 lowered	 the	man	on
his	bed	into	the	room	where	Jesus	was.
Jesus	 saw	 how	much	 faith	 the	 men	 had	 and	 the	 effort	 they	 put	 in
bringing	their	sick	friend	to	Him.	He	said	to	the	sick	man,	“I	tell	you,	get
up,	 take	 your	 bed	 and	 go	 home.”	 Just	 by	 saying	 that,	 Jesus	made	 the
man	well.	This	was	another	miracle!
The	man	 had	 been	 so	 sick	 that	 he	 couldn’t	 even	 stand	 up.	 But	 now
Jesus	had	made	him	well,	and	he	could	walk,	run,	and	carry	his	bed	all
the	way	home!
When	the	people	who	had	crowded	the	house	and	doorway	saw	this,
they	 were	 surprised	 and	 said	 to	 each	 other,	 “We	 have	 never	 seen
anything	like	this!”

Questions

•	When	Jesus	was	teaching	in	one	of	these	houses,	who	was	brought	to
Him?



•	Why	couldn’t	the	man’s	friends	get	him	through	the	door?
•	How	did	they	get	the	sick	man	into	the	house?
•	What	did	Jesus	do?
•	Would	you	go	to	a	lot	of	trouble	to	bring	a	friend	to	Jesus?

Memory	Verse

“Do	to	others	as	you	would	have	them	do	to	you.”
Luke	6:31



STEP	42



Read	the	Bible
2	Timothy	3:14	–	17

The	Bible	is	a	wonderful	book,	full	of	exciting	stories.	It	is	important	to
read	the	Bible	every	day.	It	tells	us	about	Jesus	and	how	to	live	like	Him.
Suppose	you	had	done	something	wrong,	and	one	of	your	parents	was

angry	and	about	to	punish	you.	But	your	brother	felt	sorry	for	you	and
asked	to	be	punished	in	your	place.	Wouldn’t	that	show	how	much	your
brother	loved	you?
This	 is	 what	 Jesus	 did	 for	 us.	 We	 have	 done	 wrong,	 and	 God	 was



going	to	punish	us;	but	Jesus	loved	us	so	much	that	He	came	down	from
heaven	to	be	punished	 in	our	place.	The	Bible	 is	 the	book	that	 tells	us
about	this.
Parent	 Note:	 This	 step	 underlines	 the	 substitutionary	 atonement	 of
Jesus	(Jesus	 took	over	our	punishment	 for	sin	so	 that	we	could	have	a
relationship	with	God).	This	is	a	key	ingredient	to	the	Christian	faith.

Questions

•	Who	does	the	Bible	tell	us	about?
•	If	you	were	going	to	be	punished	for	doing	something	wrong	and	your
brother	asked	to	be	punished	in	your	place,	what	would	that	show?
•	When	God	was	going	to	punish	us,	what	did	Jesus	do?
•	Why	did	He	do	this?
•	Do	you	have	a	time	each	day	when	you	read	the	Bible?

Memory	Verse

“Do	to	others	as	you	would	have	them	do	to	you.”
Luke	6:31



STEP	43



Jesus	Says	to	Be	Kind
Matthew	6:26

Jesus	walked	up	the	side	of	a	mountain	to	pray	to	God,	His	Father.	Jesus
prayed	all	night	long.	In	the	morning,	twelve	men	had	come	to	listen	to
Him.	He	chose	 these	men	 to	 stay	with	Him	all	 the	 time.	They	were	 to
listen	 to	Him	and	 learn	 from	Him.	They	were	 to	 go	wherever	He	 sent
them	and	do	whatever	He	said.	Jesus	made	these	twelve	men	disciples.
Jesus	came	down	the	mountain	to	be	with	a	crowd	of	people.	He	was

soon	 surrounded	by	people	wanting	 to	 listen	 to	Him	and	be	healed	 of



their	diseases.	Jesus	 taught	 them	how	to	 live	a	holy	 life.	He	 told	 them
that	they	should	not	be	proud	and	think	that	they	are	better	than	other
people.	 Instead,	 they	 must	 think	 of	 ways	 to	 help	 other	 people.	 When
they	 realize	 they	 have	 done	 something	wrong,	 they	must	 be	 sorry	 for
doing	it.

He	told	the	people	that	they	must	be	kind	to	each	other.	Just	as	Jesus
taught	us,	it	is	important	to	be	kind	to	people	and	also	to	all	animals.	It
pleases	God	when	we	take	care	of	His	creatures.
Jesus	said	that	the	people	should	not	fight	with	each	other	or	be	angry
at	each	other.	And	when	someone	is	unkind	to	them,	they	must	not	be
unkind	 back.	 They	 should	 be	 kind	 to	 the	 people	 who	 are	 unkind	 and
pray	for	them.
Parent	Note:	Children	have	very	tender	hearts	but	can	be	very	unkind
to	each	other.	You	might	point	out	a	practical	application	of	 this	 story
by	 saying,	 “Remember	 when	 Allison	 took	 your	 ball,	 and	 you	 hit	 her?
What	do	you	think	Jesus	would	have	told	you	to	do?”

Questions

•	How	many	men	did	Jesus	ask	to	stay	with	Him	all	the	time	and	learn
from	Him?
•	What	did	Jesus	tell	the	people	on	the	mountain?



•	How	should	people	treat	each	other?
•	If	someone	is	unkind	to	us,	what	should	we	do?
•	What	are	some	things	you	can	do	this	week	to	help	your	family	or
friends?

Memory	Verse

“Do	to	others	as	you	would	have	them	do	to	you.”
Luke	6:31



STEP	44



The	Lord’s	Prayer
Matthew	6:9	–	13

Prayer	is	like	talking	to	your	best	friend.	One	day,	there	was	a	boy	who
couldn’t	 find	 his	 glasses.	 He	 was	 very	 upset	 and	 began	 to	 cry.	 In	 the
midst	of	his	tears	he	remembered	that	even	if	the	glasses	were	lost,	God
still	 knew	where	 they	were.	The	boy	asked	 Jesus	 to	help	him	 find	 the
missing	glasses.	A	 few	minutes	 later,	 the	boy	 remembered	 that	he	had
left	 his	 glasses	 on	 the	 kitchen	 table	 beside	 his	 book.	 Then	 he	 thanked
God	for	helping	him.



Jesus	taught	the	people	what	they	should	say	when	they	were	praying
to	 God.	 He	 said,	 “This,	 then,	 is	 how	 you	 should	 pray:	 ‘Our	 Father	 in
heaven,	hallowed	be	your	name,	
your	kingdom	come,	
your	will	be	done	
on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.	
Give	us	today	our	daily	bread.	
And	forgive	us	our	debts,	
as	we	also	have	forgiven	our	debtors.	
And	lead	us	not	into	temptation,	
but	deliver	us	from	the	evil	one.’”
This	is	called	the	Lord’s	Prayer,	because	the	Lord	Jesus	teaches	us	to
say	it.	But	whenever	we	say	this	prayer,	we	must	remember	that	we	are
speaking	to	God	—	we	must	think	about	what	we	are	saying.
Jesus	not	only	teaches	us	 to	say	the	Lord’s	Prayer,	but	He	tells	us	 to
pray	to	God	for	everything	we	need.	For	God	is	our	Father	who	lives	in
heaven,	and	He	loves	to	give	His	children	the	things	they	pray	for,	and
the	things	that	are	best	for	them.
Parent	Note:	Prayer	cannot	be	overemphasized.	But	we	can’t	expect	our
children	 to	 learn	 to	pray	 if	we	don’t	pray	ourselves.	Children’s	prayers
are	so	precious	as	they	learn	to	talk	to	Jesus.	What	a	privilege	to	teach
them	 how!	 Remind	 them	 that	 they	 can	 pray	 about	 anything:	 needs,
wisdom,	 guidance,	 protection,	 friends,	 sick	 pets,	 sore	 fingers,	 help	 in



finding	a	lost	toy	—	everything!	As	you	pray	with	them,	keep	it	simple
and	short.	And	don’t	forget	to	thank	God	for	His	answers.

Questions

•	What	did	Jesus	teach	the	people?
•	What	is	the	name	of	the	prayer	that	Jesus	taught	them?
•	When	we	say	this	prayer,	to	whom	are	we	speaking?
•	What	should	we	pray	to	God	for?
•	Does	God	love	to	give	His	children	the	things	that	are	best	for	them?
•	Can	you	think	of	something	you	prayed	about	and	how	God	answered?

Memory	Verse

“Do	to	others	as	you	would	have	them	do	to	you.”
Luke	6:31



STEP	45



Pray	to	Please	God
Matthew	6:5	–	8

There	were	some	men	in	Jesus’	country	called	Pharisees.
They	were	the	leaders	and	teachers.	But	they	thought	they	were	better

than	other	people.	They	didn’t	like	Jesus	or	what	He	taught.
The	Pharisees	used	to	say	their	prayers	out	in	the	open	where	people

could	hear	 them.	They	wanted	people	 to	 think	 they	were	good	—	and
they	wanted	praise	from	other	people.	Whenever	anyone	looked	at	them,
they	were	 very	 careful	 to	 do	 good	 things;	 but	when	 no	 one	 looked	 at



them,	 they	 weren’t	 as	 concerned	 about	 what	 God	 thought	 of	 their
prayers.
The	 Pharisees	 didn’t	 want	 people	 to	 listen	 to	 Jesus,	 but	 to	 them
instead.	 They	were	 always	 trying	 to	 find	 something	wrong	with	 Jesus
and	His	disciples.	They	were	not	nice.
Jesus	said	we	shouldn’t	be	 like	the	Pharisees.	We	should	not	say	our
prayers	for	other	people	to	hear,	but	for	God	to	hear.
We	shouldn’t	do	good	 things	because	we	want	other	people	 to	 think
we	are	good.	We	should	do	good	things	because	we	want	to	please	God.

Questions

•	Why	did	the	Pharisees	want	people	to	hear	them?
•	When	anyone	looked	at	them,	what	were	the	Pharisees	very	careful	to
do?
•	When	no	one	saw	them,	did	it	matter	as	much?
•	Who	do	we	want	to	hear	our	prayers?
•	Is	it	easier	to	be	good	when	someone	is	watching	you?

Memory	Verse

“Do	to	others	as	you	would	have	them	do	to	you.”



Luke	6:31
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Have	Faith
Matthew	8:5	–	13

Jesus	traveled	back	to	the	town	of	Capernaum.	A	man	who	was	a	Roman
commander	 lived	 there.	 This	 soldier	 had	 a	 servant	who	was	 very	 sick.
The	soldier	was	afraid	that	the	man	would	die.
So	the	soldier	said	to	Jesus,	“Lord,	my	servant	lies	at	home	paralyzed,

suffering	terribly.”	Jesus	 told	the	soldier,	“I	will	go	and	heal	him.”	But
the	soldier	replied,	“Lord,	I	do	not	deserve	to	have	you	come	under	my
roof.	But	just	say	the	word,	and	my	servant	will	be	healed.	For	I	myself



am	a	man	under	authority,	with	soldiers	under	me.	I	tell	this	one,	‘Go,’
and	he	goes;	and	 that	one,	 ‘Come,’	and	he	comes.	 I	 say	 to	my	servant,
‘Do	this,’	and	he	does	it.”
Jesus	was	happy	that	the	soldier	believed	that	just	by	saying	so,	Jesus
could	make	the	man	well.	Jesus	told	the	soldier,	“Go!	It	will	be	done	just
as	you	believed	it	would.”
The	 soldier	 went	 home	 and	 found	 that	 the	 sickness	 had	 left	 his
servant.	He	was	already	well,	just	as	Jesus	had	said.	This	was	a	miracle.

Questions

•	Who	came	to	Jesus	when	He	was	in	Capernaum?
•	What	was	wrong	with	the	man	who	worked	for	the	soldier?
•	What	did	the	soldier	want	Jesus	to	do?
•	Why	was	Jesus	happy?
•	When	the	soldier	got	home,	what	did	he	find?

Memory	Verse

“Be	 strong	and	courageous.	For	 the	LORD	your	God	goes	with	you;	he
will	never	leave	you	nor	forsake	you.”

Deuteronomy	31:6
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Back	to	Life
Luke	7:11	–	16

Jesus	traveled	to	another	town	called	Nain.	Nain	had	a	wall	with	gates
so	the	town	officials	knew	who	was	going	in	and	out.
As	Jesus	came	closer	to	the	town,	He	met	some	men	coming	out	of	the

gate.	 They	were	 carrying	 a	 dead	man	 in	 a	 coffin.	 They	were	 going	 to
bury	him	in	a	grave.
The	 dead	 man	 was	 his	 mother’s	 only	 son,	 and	 her	 husband	 had

already	 died,	 so	 now	 she	 lived	 alone.	 She	was	walking	 in	 front	 of	 the
coffin.	 She	was	 crying.	 She	 did	 not	 think	 she	 would	 ever	 see	 her	 son
again.



When	 Jesus	 saw	 this	 woman	 crying,	 His	 heart	 went	 out	 to	 her.	 He
said,	“Don’t	cry.”	Then	He	went	over	to	the	coffin	where	her	son	lay	and
touched	it.	The	men	carrying	the	coffin	stopped.
Jesus	spoke	to	the	dead	man.	He	said,	“Young	man,	I	say	to	you,	get
up!”	As	soon	as	Jesus	said	these	words,	the	dead	man	came	to	life	again.
He	got	out	of	the	coffin	and	began	to	talk.	The	man	and	his	mother	were
together	again!
This	was	a	miracle.
When	the	people	saw	the	dead	man	come	to	life,	they	were	filled	with
wonder	and	praised	God.	They	said	that	surely	Jesus	had	been	sent	from
God	because	no	one	else	could	bring	a	man	back	to	life.

Questions

•	When	Jesus	got	close	to	the	town	of
Nain,	who	was	being	carried	out	of	the	gates?
•	What	did	Jesus	say	to	the	man’s	mother?
•	What	did	He	say	to	the	dead	man?	What	happened	then?



•	How	did	the	people	feel	when	they	saw	the	dead	man	come	to	life?
•	Who	did	they	say	had	sent	Jesus	to	them?

Memory	Verse

“Be	strong	and	courageous.
For	 the	 LORD	your	God	goes	with	 you;	he	will	 never	 leave	you	nor
forsake	you.”

Deuteronomy	31:6
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Lotion	in	a	Jar
Luke	7:36	–	50

In	the	country	where	Jesus	lived,	people	used	to	buy	a	very	nice	lotion
called	ointment.	They	would	use	the	ointment	to	rub	on	their	hair	and
skin	to	make	them	soft	and	smooth.	The	ointment	smelled	like	flowers.
One	day	a	man	invited	Jesus	to	his	house	for	dinner.	In	that	country,

instead	of	having	tables	and	chairs	in	the	dining	room,	they	had	a	very
low	 table	 and	 sat	 on	 big	 pillows.	 Also,	 instead	 of	 shoes,	 the	 people
usually	wore	sandals	because	it	was	very	hot.



While	 Jesus	 was	 eating	 dinner	 at	 the	 man’s	 house,	 a	 woman	 came
inside	where	 they	were	eating.	She	held	a	 little	 jar	of	ointment.	 It	had
cost	her	a	 lot	of	money.	She	went	over	 to	 Jesus,	 knelt	 at	his	 feet,	 and
began	crying.	Then	she	dried	Jesus’	feet	with	her	hair,	kissed	them,	and
poured	the	ointment	on	them.	The	woman	did	this	 to	show	how	much
she	loved	Jesus.	She	loved	Him	because	He	forgave	her.
Do	 you	 remember	 what	 a	 Savior	 is?	We	 learned	 a	 story	 to	 help	 us
understand	it.	In	the	story,	you	imagined	that	you	were	running	after	a
ball	and	ran	 into	 the	street.	You	didn’t	 see	a	car	coming	—	but	a	man
nearby	did.	He	ran	out	and	pulled	you	out	of	the	street	just	in	time.	That
man	saved	you	from	being	killed	by	the	car.
In	the	same	way,	Jesus	came	from	heaven	to	forgive	this	woman	and
save	 her	 from	 her	 sins.	 She	 had	 disobeyed	 God	 by	 doing	 many	 bad
things,	but	now	she	was	 truly	 sorry	 for	her	 sins	and	didn’t	want	 to	do
bad	 things	 anymore.	 Jesus	 told	her	 that	because	 she	was	 sorry	 for	her
sins,	God	would	forgive	her	and	would	not	punish	her.	When	Jesus	did
this,	He	was	her	Savior.	She	loved	Him	for	coming	from	heaven	to	save
her	from	her	sins.



Questions

•	What	did	the	woman	pour	the	ointment	out	of?
•	What	did	she	do	to	Jesus’	feet?
•	Was	she	sorry	for	the	bad	things	she	had	done?
•	When	Jesus	forgave	her,	what	was	He	to	her?
•	Did	she	love	Him	because	He	forgave	her?
•	Would	you	give	something	to	Jesus	that	cost	you	a	lot	of	money?

Memory	Verse

“Be	strong	and	courageous.
For	 the	 LORD	your	God	goes	with	 you;	he	will	 never	 leave	you	nor
forsake	you.”

Deuteronomy	31:6
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Good	Soil
Matthew	13:3	–	8;	Mark	4:3	–	8;	Luke	8:5	–	8

One	day,	Jesus	told	a	parable	to	some	people.	A	parable	is	a	story	that
teaches	something	very	important.
This	parable	was	about	a	man	who	planted	wheat	in	his	field.	Wheat

grows	up	like	tall	grass	and	is	harvested,	and	the	little	kernels	of	wheat
are	collected	to	grind	into	flour.	Bread	is	made	out	of	wheat	flour.
The	 man	 in	 this	 parable	 scattered	 some	 seeds	 on	 the	 ground	 as	 he

walked	along.	But	some	wheat	fell	outside	the	field.	Birds	flew	down	and



ate	the	seeds.
Some	of	the	seeds	fell	in	the	wrong	place	—	where	there	were	lots	of
rocks	and	no	soil.	The	wheat	could	not	 form	roots	and	grow	up.	Some
seeds	fell	where	there	were	lots	of	thorny	bushes.	The	bushes	would	not
give	the	wheat	any	room	to	grow.	The	wheat	was	crowded	out.
But	the	rest	of	the	seeds	fell	where	the	ground	was	soft	and	fertile.	The
wheat	got	plenty	of	rain	and	sun,	so	 they	formed	roots	 that	went	deep
into	the	ground.	The	plants	grew	tall.	Soon	it	was	harvested	and	the	man
had	much	more	than	he	had	at	the	beginning.
This	 same	 thing	 happens	 when	 pastors	 and	 teachers	 tell	 people	 the
things	that	Jesus	wants	them	to	know.	Some	people	do	not	listen.	It	is	as
if	birds	come	and	take	away	every	word	they	speak,	because	the	people
do	not	remember.
But	 some	people	 remember,	 and	 they	 let	words	 and	 teachings	 about
Jesus	speak	to	their	hearts.

Questions

•	What	was	this	man	planting	in	his	field?
•	Could	the	seeds	that	fell	in	the	wrong	place	grow	up?
•	What	flew	down	and	ate	the	seeds?
•	Did	the	seeds	that	fell	in	the	right	place	grow	up	and	produce	more
plants?
•	What	kind	of	soil	are	you?



Memory	Verse

“Be	strong	and	courageous.
For	 the	 LORD	your	God	goes	with	 you;	he	will	 never	 leave	you	nor
forsake	you.”

Deuteronomy	31:6
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The	Fruit	of	the	Spirit
Galatians	5:22	–	26

The	 fruit	 of	 the	 Spirit	 is	 love,	 joy,	 peace,	 forbearance,	 kindness,
goodness,	 faithfulness,	 gentleness	 and	 self-control.	 Against	 such	 things
there	 is	 no	 law.	 Those	 who	 belong	 to	 Christ	 Jesus	 have	 crucified	 the
flesh	with	its	passions	and	desires.	Since	we	live	by	the	Spirit,	let	us	keep
in	 step	 with	 the	 Spirit.	 Let	 us	 not	 become	 conceited,	 provoking	 and
envying	each	other.



Questions

•	What	are	the	fruits	of	the	Spirit?
•	What	is	your	favorite	one?
•	Are	any	of	them	hard	to	follow	or	appreciate?

Memory	Verse

“Be	strong	and	courageous.
For	 the	 LORD	your	God	goes	with	 you;	he	will	 never	 leave	you	nor
forsake	you.”

Deuteronomy	31:6
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Seeds	of	Faith
Matthew	13:31	–	32

If	 you	 plant	 seeds	 in	 a	 garden	 and	make	 sure	 that	 they	 have	 enough
water	and	sunlight,	eventually	they	will	sprout	up	into	beautiful	plants.
From	the	tiniest	seed	comes	the	biggest	oak	tree!
Jesus	 told	people	 about	 the	mustard	 seed.	 It	 is	 a	 very	 small	 seed	—

about	 the	 size	 of	 a	 pinhead.	 If	 you	held	one	 in	 your	hand,	 you	would
hardly	 be	 able	 to	 see	 it.	 But	 if	 you	 planted	 it	 in	 the	 ground,	 it	would
sprout	and	grow	into	a	plant	big	enough	for	birds	to	sit	on	its	branches.



The	 words	 Jesus	 speaks	 to	 your	 heart	 are	 like	 a	 tiny	 mustard	 seed
planted	in	the	ground.	As	you	water	it	by	obeying	Jesus,	learning	all	you
can	about	Him,	and	talking	to	Him,	the	seed	grows	bigger	and	bigger	—
like	the	mustard	seed	when	it	grows	to	be	a	beautiful	plant.

Questions

•	What	kind	of	seed	did	Jesus	tell	the	people	about?
•	How	big	is	a	mustard	seed?
•	When	it	is	planted,	what	does	it	grow	into?

Memory	Verse

For	it	is	by	grace	you	have	been	saved,	through	faith	—	and	this	is	not
from	yourselves,	it	is	the	gift	of	God’

Ephesians	2:8
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Bread	with	Yeast
Matthew	13:33

Do	you	like	to	make	bread?	The	whole	house	smells	good	when	it	bakes
in	 the	 oven.	 Then	 it	 tastes	 so	 delicious	 when	 you	 slice	 it	 and	 spread
butter	on	a	warm	piece.
Jesus	told	a	story	about	a	woman	making	bread.	First	she	takes	some

wheat	 flour	 and	 adds	 some	 salt.	 Then,	 before	 adding	 water,	 she	 adds
something	called	yeast.	She	begins	to	mix	it	all	together	to	make	dough.
She	works	it	some	more	with	her	hands	—	this	is	called	kneading	the



dough.	She	kneads	 the	dough	so	 that	 the	yeast	will	be	mixed	 in.	Then
she	 sets	 the	 dough	 aside,	 covers	 it	 up,	 and	 leaves	 it	 for	 several	 hours.
When	the	dough	is	baked	later	in	the	oven,	the	yeast	makes	nicer,	softer
bread.

When	 we	 keep	 our	 hearts	 soft	 to	 Jesus	 and	 allow	 His	 Word	 to	 be
“kneaded”	in	our	lives,	we	begin	to	love	Him	more	and	more.	And	as	we
love	Him	more,	we	begin	 to	 live	 like	 Jesus.	We	actually	want	 to	obey
Him	and	be	just	like	Him!

Questions

•	What	was	the	woman	in	the	story	making?
•	After	she	had	mixed	the	flour,	salt,	and	water,	what	else	did	she	add?
•	What	does	the	yeast	do?
•	How	is	Jesus’	word	like	the	yeast?

Memory	Verse

For	it	is	by	grace	you	have	been	saved,	through	faith	—	and	this	is	not
from	yourselves,	it	is	the	gift	of	God’

Ephesians	2:8
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Beautiful	Pearls
Matthew	13:45	–	46

Jesus	 told	 the	 people	 a	 story	 about	 a	 man	 who	 wanted	 to	 buy	 some
pearls.	Pearls	are	beautiful,	little,	round,	white	stones	created	inside	an
oyster,	which	lives	deep	in	the	ocean.	Sometimes	we	see	pearls	in	rings
or	bracelets	or	necklaces.
The	man	in	Jesus’	story	did	not	want	to	dive	down	under	the	water	to

find	them.	He	wanted	to	buy	them	from	the	divers	who	had	found	them
already.	So	he	went	to	the	divers	and	asked	to	see	all	the	pearls	they	had



to	sell.
At	last	one	of	the	men	showed	him	a	very	beautiful	pearl.	It	was	larger
and	prettier	 than	any	pearl	he	had	ever	 seen	before,	but	 it	would	cost
more	money	than	he	had.	So	he	told	the	diver	to	keep	that	pearl	until	he
came	back	again.	Then	he	sold	everything	he	had	so	he	could	get	enough
money	to	buy	that	pearl.
Perhaps	he	had	horses,	cows,	sheep,	and	 land.	He	sold	everything	to
get	money	to	buy	the	pearl.	When	he	finally	had	the	pearl,	he	was	very
pleased	 because	 he	 had	 the	 thing	 that	 he	wanted	more	 than	 anything
else	in	the	world.
What	should	we	want	more	than	anything	else	in	this	world?	It	isn’t	a
pearl,	for	that	will	not	make	us	happy.
We	should	want	to	please	God	and	ask	Him	to	come	into	our	heart	to
live.	We	should	obey	Him,	learn	about	Him,	and	talk	to	Him.	And	when
we	do	wrong,	we	should	ask	God	to	forgive	us.
We	should	want	this	as	much	as	the	man	wanted	the	beautiful	pearl.

Questions

•	What	did	the	man	in	the	story	want?
•	What	did	he	do	to	get	enough	money	to	buy	it?
•	How	did	he	feel	when	he	got	the	pearl?
•	Did	he	want	it	more	than	anything	else?
•	Should	we	want	to	please	God	that	much?

Memory	Verse

For	it	is	by	grace	you	have	been	saved,	through	faith	—	and	this	is	not
from	yourselves,	it	is	the	gift	of	God’

Ephesians	2:8
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Jesus	Calms	the	Storm
Matthew	8:23	–	27;	Mark	4:35	–	41;	Luke	8:22	–	25

Jesus	got	 into	a	boat	with	His	disciples	to	go	across	a	 lake.	While	they
were	sailing,	He	lay	down	and	went	to	sleep.	He	was	tired.
Pretty	 soon	 a	 storm	 came	 up	 that	 made	 the	 waves	 very	 high	 and

rough.	The	 little	 boat	was	being	 tossed	 around	on	 the	 lake,	 and	water
was	 spilling	 into	 the	boat.	The	disciples	were	 scared.	They	were	afraid
the	boat	would	sink.
They	woke	up	Jesus	and	said,	“Lord,	save	us,	we’re	going	to	drown!”



Jesus	 asked	 the	 disciples	why	 they	were	 afraid	 of	 the	wind	 and	 the
waves	while	He	was	there	to	keep	them	safe.	Then	Jesus	stood	up	and
told	the	wind	not	to	blow	and	the	waves	to	be	calm.

Do	you	know	what?	The	wind	and	waves	obeyed	Him.	The	wind	quit
blowing	and	the	waves	became	calm.
The	disciples	were	amazed	when	they	saw	this	happen.	They	said	 to
each	other,	“Even	the	winds	and	the	waves	obey	Him!”

Questions

•	What	was	Jesus	doing	in	the	boat	during	the	storm?
•	How	did	the	disciples	feel?	What	did	they	do?
•	What	did	they	say	to	Jesus?
•	Should	they	have	been	afraid	while	He	was	with	them?
•	If	you	had	been	in	the	boat	that	day,	what	would	you	have	done?

Memory	Verse

For	it	is	by	grace	you	have	been	saved,	through	faith	—	and	this	is	not
from	yourselves,	it	is	the	gift	of	God’

Ephesians	2:8



STEP	55



Jesus	Has	Power	Over	Demons
Mark	5:1	–	20;	Luke	8:26	–	38

Remember	 the	 good	 angels	 that	 live	 in	 heaven?	Well,	 there	 are	 some
very	bad	angels	that	do	not	live	in	heaven.	No	one	bad	or	wicked	lives	in
heaven.	We	call	these	bad	angels	“demons.”
Demons	do	not	have	bodies	like	ours	with	hands	and	feet.	We	cannot

see	demons	and	they	can	go	into	places	where	we	cannot	go.	Sometimes
demons	torment	people	and	make	them	very	sad.	Sometimes	they	even
make	people	do	bad	things.	Fortunately,	Jesus	is	stronger	than	the	most



powerful	demon.
When	Jesus	got	out	of	the	boat	and	walked	on	the	shore,	a	man	came
to	Him	who	was	tormented	by	demons.	The	demons	made	this	man	very
angry	and	mean	so	that	he	acted	like	a	wild	animal.
Not	even	chains	around	his	hands	and	feet	could	hold	him	down.	He
would	just	break	the	chains	and	roam	around	in	the	mountains.	All	the
people	were	afraid	of	him	and	stayed	very	far	away.

There	were	caves	in	these	mountains.	Sometimes	wild	animals	lived	in
the	caves.	This	poor	man	with	the	demons	lived	in	the	caves.
Day	 and	 night,	 the	 man	 would	 cry	 out	 and	 cut	 himself	 with	 sharp
rocks.
The	 poor	man	 could	 do	 nothing	 to	make	 the	 demons	 go	 away.	 But
Jesus	could	make	them	leave.	Jesus	spoke	to	the	demons	and	told	them
to	come	out	of	the	man.
Nearby	was	a	big	herd	of	pigs	that	were	eating.	The	demons	asked	if
they	 could	 live	 in	 the	pigs	 instead,	 and	 Jesus	 said,	 “Yes.”	The	demons
went	 into	 the	 pigs	—	 then	 ran	 them	 into	 the	 lake	 where	 the	 pigs	 all
drowned.
The	man	was	 changed.	He	was	not	mean	and	angry;	 instead	he	was
quiet	and	calm	like	other	people.	Jesus	had	made	the	demons	leave	the
man	alone.	He	thanked	Jesus	and	wanted	to	follow	Him.	But	Jesus	told
him	to	go	home	and	tell	his	friends	how	he	had	been	made	well.



Parent	Note:	The	existence	of	demons	 should	not	 scare	a	child.	The
emphasis	should	be	put	on	Jesus’	power	and	His	love	and	care	for	us.	We
must	 not	 confuse	 mental	 illness	 with	 demon	 possession	 or	 vice	 versa.
They	are	very	different.	We	have	authority	over	demons	by	the	power	of
Jesus’	blood	and	name.

Questions

•	Can	we	see	demons?
•	Who	is	more	powerful	—	the	demons	or	Jesus?
•	When	Jesus	was	walking	on	the	shore,	who	came	to	Him?
•	What	had	the	demons	made	this	man	act	like?
•	What	did	Jesus	make	the	demons	do?
•	Was	the	man	well	after	that?

Memory	Verse

For	it	is	by	grace	you	have	been	saved,	through	faith	—	and	this	is	not
from	yourselves,	it	is	the	gift	of	God’

Ephesians	2:8



STEP	56



One	Touch:	Healed
Luke	8:43	–	48;	Matthew	9:18	–	26;	Mark	5:24	–	33

A	big	crowd	was	following	Jesus.	Some	people	were	very	close	to	Him
and	bumping	against	Him.
In	the	crowd	there	was	a	woman	who	had	been	sick	for	a	long	time.

She	had	gone	to	see	many	doctors,	hoping	they	could	make	her	well.	She
had	spent	all	her	money	but	they	could	not	cure	her.
As	soon	as	she	saw	Him,	she	said	to	herself,	“If	I	could	just	touch	His

clothes,	I	will	be	healed.”	So	she	crept	up	quietly	behind	Jesus,	reached



out,	and	touched	His	clothes.	Immediately,	she	knew	that	she	was	well.
Jesus	stopped	and	looked	around.	He	asked	who	touched	His	clothes.
The	disciples	had	not	 seen	 the	woman	do	 it,	and	with	 so	many	people
crowded	around,	they	wondered	why	Jesus	asked	who	had	touched	Him.
But	Jesus	said,	“Someone	touched	me;	I	know	that	power	has	gone	out
from	me.”
When	the	woman	saw	that	Jesus	knew	she	had	touched	Him	and	that
she	could	not	hide,	she	was	afraid.	She	came	to	Jesus	and	knelt	in	front
of	Him.	 She	 told	Him	 that	 she	 had	 touched	His	 clothes	 and	 had	 been
made	well.
Jesus	 spoke	 to	 her	 very	 kindly.	 He	 said,	 “Daughter,	 your	 faith	 has
healed	you.	Go	in	peace.”

Questions

•	What	had	the	woman	spent	all	her	money	doing?
•	What	happened	when	she	touched	Jesus’	clothes?
•	Was	Jesus	kind	to	her?	What	did	He	call	her?
•	What	did	He	tell	her?
•	If	you	are	being	pushed	and	shoved	in	a	crowd,	do	you	get	angry	and
scared?	How	did	Jesus	act?



Memory	Verse

“Ask	and	it	will	be	given	to	you;	seek	and	you	will	find;	knock	and	the
door	will	be	opened	to	you.”

Matthew	7:7



STEP	57



Just	Believe
Mark	5:22	–	24,	35	–	42

A	man	who	was	very	upset	because	his	 little	girl	was	 sick	and	he	was
afraid	she	was	going	to	die	came	to	Jesus.	The	man	said,	“Please	come
and	put	your	hands	on	her	so	that	she	will	be	healed	and	live.”
So	Jesus	went	with	the	man,	but	as	they	were	approaching	the	house,

someone	came	to	them	and	told	the	man,	“Your	daughter	is	dead;	why
bother	the	teacher	anymore?”	But	Jesus	told	the	man,	“Don’t	be	afraid;
just	believe.”



When	they	went	inside	the	house,	people	were	crying;	they	were	very
sad	that	the	little	girl	was	dead.	Jesus	told	them	to	leave	the	house.	He
took	 three	 of	 His	 disciples	 and	 the	 little	 girl’s	 parents	 into	 the	 room
where	she	lay.
Jesus	went	to	the	side	of	her	bed,	held	her	hand,	and	said,	“Little	girl,
I	say	to	you,	get	up!”	As	soon	as	He	said	that,	the	little	girl	opened	her
eyes,	sat	up,	and	began	to	walk.	She	was	alive	again!

Jesus	told	her	parents	to	get	her	something	to	eat.	They	were	so	happy
because	 their	 little	 girl	 was	 alive.	 She	would	 live	with	 them	 and	 love
them	just	as	before.
Parent	 Note:	 When	 we	 experience	 difficulties	 or	 are	 faced	 with
change	or	the	unknown,	we	often	feel	afraid.	Jesus	does	not	want	us	to
feel	that	way.	He	wants	us	to	trust	Him.	The	opposite	of	fear	is	faith	and
trust.

Questions

•	What	did	the	man	ask	Jesus	to	do?
•	When	they	were	approaching	the
man’s	house,	what	did	someone	tell	them?
•	What	did	Jesus	tell	the	man?



•	When	Jesus	went	beside	the	little	girl’s	bed,	what	did	He	say	to	her?
•	What	happened	to	the	little	girl?
•	How	did	her	mom	and	dad	feel	when	they	saw	she	was	alive?
•	When	you	are	sad,	is	it	okay	to	cry?

Memory	Verse

“Ask	and	it	will	be	given	to	you;	seek	and	you	will	find;	knock	and	the
door	will	be	opened	to	you.”

Matthew	7:7



STEP	58



God	Watches	Over	Us
Matthew	10:29	–	32

We	learn	all	about	Jesus	and	His	Father,	God,	in	the	Bible.	The	Bible	is
what	God	wants	us	to	know	and	learn	about	Him.	One	thing	God	wants
us	to	know	is	that	He	loves	us	very	much.
He	doesn’t	say	life	will	be	easy	or	that	He	will	give	us	everything	we

want.	But	He	promised	He	will	always	watch	over	us.
God	 gives	 the	 birds	 food	 to	 eat.	 He	 cares	 about	 the	 birds.	 Did	 you

know	that	if	one	tiny,	little	bird	falls	out	of	its	nest,	God	knows	about	it?



But	God	cares	a	 lot	more	about	you	and	 those	who	 love	Him	 than	He
does	about	the	birds.	He	cares	so	much	about	you	that	He	even	knows
how	many	hairs	are	on	your	head!
If	 we	 love	 and	 obey	 God,	 we	 don’t	 ever	 need	 to	 be	 afraid.	 God
promises	He	will	always	watch	over	us.	He	keeps	His	promises.

Questions

•	Who	does	the	Bible	tell	us	about?
•	Does	God	care	about	the	birds?
•	But	who	does	God	care	about	more?
•	If	we	love	and	obey	Jesus,	what	will	God	always	do?
•	Does	God	give	us	everything	we	want?

Memory	Verse

“Ask	and	it	will	be	given	to	you;	seek	and	you	will	find;	knock	and	the
door	will	be	opened	to	you.”

Matthew	7:7



STEP	59



Riches	in	Heaven
Matthew	8:19	–	20

One	day	a	man	came	to	Jesus	and	told	Him	that	he	wanted	to	live	with
Him	all	the	time.	But	Jesus	told	the	man	that	He	had	no	home	to	live	in.
Jesus	said	that	the	little	birds	had	homes	—	they	had	their	nests	up	in

the	trees.	And	the	wild	animals	had	homes	—	they	had	caves	and	holes
in	the	ground	where	they	could	go.	But	when	Jesus	was	tired,	He	had	no
place	to	sleep.	He	had	no	home.
Jesus	was	even	poorer	than	the	birds	and	animals.	But	Jesus	was	not



always	poor.	He	used	to	live	in	heaven	—	He	was	not	poor	there.	He	had
everything	to	make	Him	happy.
Why,	 then,	did	He	come	 to	 this	world	where	He	would	be	poor	and
have	problems?	Because	He	loved	us,	and	He	wanted	to	make	us	God’s
children	—	then	we	can	go	to	heaven	after	we	die.	If	Jesus	loves	us	so
much	He	came	from	heaven	for	us,	we	ought	to	love	Him	and	ask	Him	to
live	in	our	hearts.

Questions

•	What	did	Jesus	say	about	the	birds	and	the	animals?
•	What	was	the	reason	Jesus	had	no	home?
•	Was	Jesus	always	poor?
•	Why	did	He	come	to	this	world	to	be	poor	and	have	problems?
•	What	should	we	do?

Memory	Verse

“Ask	and	it	will	be	given	to	you;	seek	and	you	will	find;	knock	and	the
door	will	be	opened	to	you.

Matthew	7:7



STEP	60



The	Good	Shepherd
Psalm	23

The	LORD	is	my	shepherd,	 I	 lack	nothing.	He	makes	me	lie	down	in
green	pastures,	he	leads	me	beside	quiet	waters,	he	refreshes	my	soul.
He	guides	me	along	the	right	paths	for	his	name’s	sake.
Even	though	I	walk
through	the	darkest	valley,
I	will	fear	no	evil,



for	you	are	with	me;
your	rod	and	your	staff,	they	comfort	me.
You	prepare	a	table	before	me	in	the	presence	of	my	enemies.
You	anoint	my	head	with	oil;	my	cup	overflows.
Surely	your	goodness	and	love	will	follow	me	all	the	days	of	my	life,
and	I	will	dwell	in	the	house	of	the	LORD	forever.

Questions

•	Who	is	the	Good	Shepherd?
•	Are	we	ever	really	alone?	Why	or	why	not?
•	Do	you	pray	when	you	get	scared?
•	Do	you	feel	better	after	you	pray?

Memory	Verse

“Ask	and	it	will	be	given	to	you;	seek	and	you	will	find;	knock	and	the
door	will	be	opened	to	you.”

Matthew	7:7



STEP	61



Barns	of	Food
Luke	12:16	–	21

It	 is	 important	 to	 save	 your	 money,	 even	 when	 you	 don’t	 have	 very
much	of	it.	Maybe	you	have	a	special	box	where	you	keep	your	money
for	spending.	Maybe	you	have	another	box	where	you	keep	the	money
you	will	give	to	God.



It	 is	wise	 to	 save	money	 for	 the	 future.	But	 sometimes	people	 try	 to
save	money	to	feel	safe	rather	than	trust	God	for	the	future.	Some	do	it
so	they	can	buy	whatever	they	want.	Some	do	it	to	feel	very	important.
Jesus	loved	to	tell	the	people	stories	to	teach	them	things.	One	day,	He
told	 them	a	 story	 about	 a	man	who	had	many	good	 things	 to	 eat	 and
drink.	The	man	built	great	big	barns	to	store	all	the	food	for	himself.
When	he	had	put	all	of	it	away,	he	said	to	himself,	“You	have	plenty
of	good	things	laid	up	for	many	years.	Take	life	easy;	eat,	drink	and	be
merry.”
But	as	soon	as	the	man	said	that,	God	spoke	to	him	and	told	him,	“You
fool!	This	very	night	your	life	will	be	demanded	from	you.”	Then	all	the
things	 that	 he	 had	 saved	 for	 himself	 would	 not	 do	 him	 any	 good.
Instead,	someone	else	would	get	it	all.
Jesus	 told	 that	story	 to	 teach	us	 to	not	be	 like	 that	man,	because	all
the	 man	 cared	 about	 was	 getting	 rich	 and	 doing	 what	 would	 please
himself.	 Instead,	we	should	always	care	about	others	and	do	what	will
make	God	happy.
God	 gives	 us	 all	 things	 to	 enjoy,	 but	 the	 important	 thing	 is	 not	 the
things	we	have,	but	our	relationship	with	God.
Parent	 Note:	 Selfishness	 is	 a	 very	 real	 problem	 in	 our	 society.
Emphasize	 this	 step	 by	 pointing	 out	 a	 recent	 family	 incident.	 Perhaps
one	of	your	children	has	a	difficult	time	sharing	toys.



Questions

•	Why	did	Jesus	like	to	tell	stories?
•	What	did	the	man	in	this	story	have?
•	When	he	had	put	everything	away	in	the	barns,	what	did	he	say	to
himself?
•	But	what	did	God	say	to	him?
•	Who	should	we	try	to	make	happy?

Memory	Verse

“Therefore	 go	 and	make	disciples	 of	 all	 nations,	 baptizing	 them	 in	 the
name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit.”

Matthew	28:19



STEP	62



If	You	Have	Faith
Matthew	9:27	–	31

Two	blind	men	were	following	Jesus	one	day.	They	could	not	see	Him,
but	someone	had	told	them	that	Jesus	was	there.	Perhaps	they	had	heard
how	He	brought	the	little	girl	to	life	again	and	thought	He	could	make
their	eyes	well.
So	the	blind	men	followed	Jesus	and	called	after	Him,	saying,	“Have

mercy	 on	 us,	 Son	 of	 David!”	 Jesus	 stopped	 and	 asked	 them,	 “Do	 you
believe	that	I	am	able	to	do	this?”	They	said,	“Yes,	Lord.”	“According	to



your	 faith	will	 it	be	done	 to	you,”	He	 said.	Then	He	put	out	His	hand
and	touched	their	eyes.	By	only	touching	them,	He	made	their	eyes	well.
They	were	so	happy!

They	went	away	and	told	all	the	people	who	lived	in	that	country	how
Jesus	had	cured	them	in	one	moment.
Parent	Note:	A	blind	person	cannot	see	all	the	beautiful	things	God	has
made,	 like	 the	 sun	 and	 sky.	 Have	 your	 children	 close	 their	 eyes	 and
imagine	what	it	would	be	like	to	be	blind.	What	senses	do	they	need	to
be	more	aware	of	when	their	eyes	are	closed?

Questions

•	As	Jesus	was	leaving,	who	followed	Him?
•	What	did	the	blind	men	want	Him	to	do?
•	What	did	Jesus	ask	the	blind	men?
•	How	did	He	make	their	eyes	well?
•	What	did	the	blind	men	do	after	they	were	made	well?

Memory	Verse

“Therefore	 go	 and	make	disciples	 of	 all	 nations,	 baptizing	 them	 in	 the



name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit.”
Matthew	28:19



STEP	63



Disciples	Teach	Too
Mark	6:7	–	15

Jesus	went	to	many	other	towns	to	teach	the	people.	But	He	could	not
teach	 all	 the	 people	 by	Himself:	 there	were	 too	many	 of	 them.	 So	He
sent	out	His	twelve	disciples	to	teach	the	people	who	lived	in	the	cities
where	He	could	not	go.
The	 disciples	went	 to	 the	 towns	 and	 taught	 the	 people	 about	 Jesus.

They	told	the	people	how	He	had	come	down	from	heaven	to	take	away
their	sins	and	make	them	God’s	children.	Jesus	enabled	the	disciples	to



make	sick	people	well	and	dead	people	alive,	just	as	Jesus	did	Himself.
He	let	the	disciples	do	these	wonderful	miracles	so	that	the	people	would
listen	to	what	the	disciples	said	and	believe	that	God	had	sent	them.
After	 the	 disciples	 had	 taught	 the	 people,	 they	 came	 back	 to	 Jesus.
They	told	Him	where	they	had	been	and	what	they	had	done.

Questions

•	Did	Jesus	go	to	other	towns	to	teach	people?
•	Why	could	He	not	teach	all	the	people	in	other	cities	by	Himself?
•	Who	did	He	send	to	teach	the	people	in	the	towns	where	He	could	not
go?
•	What	did	the	disciples	do	while	they	were	teaching	the	people?
•	Could	they	have	done	this	without	Jesus’	help?

Memory	Verse

“Therefore	 go	 and	make	disciples	 of	 all	 nations,	 baptizing	 them	 in	 the
name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit.”
Matthew	28:19



STEP	64



Lots	of	Leftovers
John	6:1	–	15;	Mark	6:32	–	44

Jesus	and	His	disciples	wanted	to	be	alone,	so	they	got	into	a	boat	and
went	to	the	other	side	of	the	lake.	But	when	the	crowd	saw	where	Jesus
was	going,	they	followed	Him.
Jesus	was	kind	 to	 them;	He	 taught	 them	about	God	and	heaven.	He

healed	the	sick	people.
As	it	got	dark,	the	disciples	went	to	Jesus	and	said,	“This	is	a	remote

place’	and	it’s	already	very	late.	Send	the	people	away	so	they	can	go	to



the	surrounding	countryside	and	villages	and	buy	themselves	something
to	eat.”	Jesus	told	the	disciples,	“You	give	them	something	to	eat.”

The	disciples	told	Jesus	that	would	cost	a	lot	of	money!	They	wanted
to	 know	 if	 they	 should	 spend	 that	 much	 on	 bread	 and	 give	 it	 to	 the
crowd	to	eat.	Jesus	asked	them,	“How	many	loaves	do	you	have?”	They
told	Him	they	had	only	five	loaves	of	bread	and	two	small	fish.
Jesus	took	the	loaves	of	bread	and	fish	in	His	hands	and	thanked	God
for	the	food.	He	divided	the	bread	and	fish	into	pieces	and	gave	them	to
the	disciples	to	serve	the	people.
They	didn’t	run	out	of	food	because	as	they	gave	out	a	piece	of	fish	or
bread,	another	piece	would	come.	They	had	plenty.	The	crowd	had	all
they	wanted	to	eat.
After	 everyone	 was	 finished,	 Jesus	 told	 the	 disciples	 to	 pick	 up	 the
leftovers.	They	had	twelve	baskets	of	food	left	over!	This	was	a	lot	more
food	than	when	they	began	feeding	the	people.
Jesus	made	 the	bread	and	 fish	keep	coming	until	 all	 the	people	had
enough	to	eat.	This	was	a	miracle.	We	cannot	do	miracles,	but	Jesus	can,
because	He	is	the	Son	of	God.	He	can	do	the	same	things	that	God	can
do.

Questions

•	Was	Jesus	kind	to	the	crowd	that	followed	Him?
•	What	did	Jesus	tell	the	disciples	to	do?



•	How	many	loaves	of	bread	and	fish	did	they	have?
•	Whom	did	Jesus	thank	for	the	food?
•	How	many	baskets	full	of	food	were	left	over?
•	Why	could	Jesus	do	miracles?

Memory	Verse

“Therefore	 go	 and	make	disciples	 of	 all	 nations,	 baptizing	 them	 in	 the
name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit.”

Matthew	28:19



STEP	65



Walk	on	Water
Matthew	14:22	–	33

One	day,	Jesus	told	the	disciples	to	get	into	a	boat	and	sail	to	the	other
side	of	the	lake.	He	wanted	to	be	alone,	so	He	stayed	by	Himself	on	the
beach.	When	the	disciples	 left,	He	went	up	on	a	mountainside	to	pray.
He	 knelt	 down	 on	 the	 ground	 and	 prayed	 to	 God.	 Remember	 how
important	Jesus	thought	it	was	to	spend	time	with	God?
During	 the	 night	 Jesus	 came	 down	 from	 the	 mountainside	 to	 the

beach.	He	saw	the	disciples	out	in	the	middle	of	the	lake	struggling	with



their	boat	because	the	wind	was	blowing	hard	against	them.	The	waves
were	high	and	rough.
So	Jesus	went	out	 to	 them,	walking	on	the	water.	He	walked	on	the
water	as	if	it	were	dry	land!	When	the	disciples	saw	Him	coming	toward
them	on	the	water,	they	were	afraid.	They	did	not	know	who	or	what	it
was.

But	Jesus	called	out	to	them,	“Take	courage!	It	is	I.	Don’t	be	afraid.”
One	of	the	disciples	named	Peter	asked	Jesus	if	he	could	come	out	on	the
water.	Jesus	answered,	“Come.”
So	Peter	got	out	of	 the	boat	and	began	to	walk	on	the	water	 toward
Jesus.
But	when	he	heard	the	loud	wind	and	saw	the	rough	waves	all	around
him,	he	got	scared	and	began	to	sink.	He	called	out	to	Jesus,	“Lord,	save
me!”	Jesus	reached	out	His	hand	and	caught	Peter	so	that	he	would	not
sink	 into	 the	water.	 Jesus	asked	Peter	why	he	was	afraid.	 Jesus	would
take	care	of	him	and	keep	him	safe.
As	soon	as	Jesus	and	Peter	got	into	the	boat	with	the	other	disciples,
the	wind	and	waves	calmed	down.	They	were	able	to	cross	the	lake.

Questions

•	Where	did	Jesus	see	the	disciples?



•	How	did	He	get	to	them?
•	What	happened	to	Peter	as	he	was	walking	on	the	water?
•	What	did	Jesus	ask	Peter?
•	When	they	got	into	the	boat,	what	happened?
•	If	you	had	been	in	the	boat	that	night,	would	you	have	gotten	out	like
Peter	did?

Memory	Verse

“Therefore	 go	 and	make	disciples	 of	 all	 nations,	 baptizing	 them	 in	 the
name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit.”

Matthew	28:19

Questions

•	What	did	Jesus	say	people	must	do	if	they	loved	Him?
•	What	did	He	call	this?
•	If	you	do	something	right	even	if	it	may	hurt	you	or	cause	you	to	lose
friends,	is	this	taking	up	the	cross?
•	Is	thinking	of	other	people,	rather	than	yourself	and	what	you	want,
taking	up	the	cross?
•	Does	it	make	Jesus	happy?
•	Can	you	think	of	a	time	when	you	helped	someone	even	though	it
caused	you	to	lose	friends?

Memory	Verse

“The	 time	has	 come’	 The	 kingdom	of	God	has	 come	near.	Repent	 and
believe	the	good	news!”



STEP	66



Helping	Others
Luke	9:23	–	26

Many	 people	 came	 to	 listen	 to	 Jesus	 and	 learn	 what	 He	 would	 teach
them.	Jesus	 told	 the	people	 that	 if	 they	 loved	Him,	 they	would	always
obey	Him,	even	if	they	had	to	do	something	they	didn’t	want	to	do.	He
said,	“If	anyone	would	come	after	me,	he	must	deny	himself	and	take	up
his	cross	daily	and	follow	me.”
Suppose	one	day	you	were	playing	outside	with	some	other	boys	and

girls,	but	one	of	the	boys	got	too	rough	and	started	to	hurt	one	of	your



friends.	Your	 friend	was	 smaller	 than	 the	others	and	could	not	play	as
well	as	they	could,	so	the	children	made	fun	of	him.
You	didn’t	 like	 them	making	 fun	of	him	and	hurting	his	 feelings,	 so
you	 protected	 him.	 You	made	 a	 special	 effort	 to	 play	 with	 him,	 even
though	the	other	children	now	wouldn’t	play	with	you.
That	 is	 taking	up	your	cross.	 It	 is	doing	something	that	 is	right	even
though	it	might	cause	you	to	lose	some	friends	or	to	be	hurt.	You	do	it
because	Jesus	would	have	done	the	same	thing.
Or	suppose	someone	gave	you	a	ten-dollar	bill	and	told	you	to	go	buy
something	 you	 wanted.	 You	 thought	 of	 a	 toy	 you	 wanted	 and	 your
mother	took	you	to	the	store	to	buy	it.
But	as	you	were	going	into	the	store,	you	saw	a	friend	of	yours	who
didn’t	 have	 very	 many	 toys.	 You	 stopped	 and	 thought	 about	 the	 nice
toys	you	had	at	home	that	this	friend	had	admired.	So	you	went	over	to
him,	gave	him	the	money,	and	told	him	to	go	buy	something	he	wanted.
He	smiled,	thanked	you,	and	hurried	off	to	the	toy	section.

This	is	taking	up	the	cross:	putting	someone	else	first	instead	of	only
thinking	about	yourself	and	what	you	want.
This	makes	you	happy	because	in	your	heart,	you	know	you	have	done
the	right	thing.	But	the	best	part	is	you	have	made	Jesus	happy.

Questions



•	What	did	Jesus	say	people	must	do	if	they	loved	Him?
•	What	did	He	call	this?
•	If	you	do	something	right	even	if	it	may	hurt	you	or	cause	you	to	lose
friends,	is	this	taking	up	the	cross?
•	Is	thinking	of	other	people,	rather	than	yourself	and	what	you	want,
taking	up	the	cross?
•	Does	it	make	Jesus	happy?
•	Can	you	think	of	a	time	when	you	helped	someone	even	though	it
caused	you	to	lose	friends?

Memory	Verse

“The	 time	has	 come’	 The	 kingdom	of	God	has	 come	near.	Repent	 and
believe	the	good	news!”



STEP	67



Two	Visitors
Matthew	17:1	–	8

Jesus	 and	 three	 of	 His	 disciples,	 John,	 Peter,	 and	 James,	 went	 up	 a
mountain	to	pray.	While	there,	Jesus’	face	was	changed	so	that	it	looked
bright	and	shining,	like	the	sun.	And	His	clothes	looked	as	white	as	light.
All	of	a	 sudden,	 two	men	 joined	 them.	They	were	Moses	and	Elijah,

two	 great	 prophets	 who	 had	 lived	 a	 long	 time	 ago	 and	 now	 lived	 in
heaven.	They	did	not	look	like	other	men:	they	looked	more	beautiful.
Moses	and	Elijah	had	come	back	to	the	world	where	we	live	to	talk	to



Jesus	a	little	while.
Soon	 a	 bright	 cloud	 came	 onto	 the	 mountain;	 it	 covered	 the	 three
disciples.	 They	 heard	 a	 voice	 speaking	 out	 of	 the	 cloud.	 It	 was	 God’s
voice.	He	saidthat	Jesus	was	His	Son,	whom	He	loved	very	much.	God
told	the	disciples	to	listen	to	Jesus.

When	the	disciples	heard	God’s	voice,	they	were	afraid.	They	fell	face
down	on	the	ground.	But	Jesus	told	them	to	stand	up	and	not	be	afraid.
They	 stood	 up	 and	 looked	 around,	 but	 Moses	 and	 Elijah	 were	 not
there	now:	they	had	gone	back	to	heaven.

Questions

•	What	happened	while	Jesus	was	praying?
•	Where	do	Moses	and	Elijah	live?
•	Whose	voice	spoke	out	of	the	cloud?
•	What	did	God	say?
•	When	the	disciples	got	up	from	the	ground,	where	had	Moses	and
Elijah	gone?
•	How	does	God	speak	to	us	today?

Memory	Verse



“The	 time	 has	 come….	The	 kingdom	of	God	 has	 come	near.	 Repent
and	believe	the	good	news!”

Mark	1:15



STEP	68



Who’s	the	Best?
Luke	9:46	–	48

One	day	when	the	disciples	were	walking	along	together,	they	began	to
argue.	Each	of	them	wanted	to	be	the	greatest.
When	 they	 reached	 Jesus,	 He	 asked	 what	 they	 had	 been	 arguing

about.	They	were	ashamed	and	did	not	want	 to	 tell	Him;	 they	did	not
think	that	He	had	heard	them.	But	He	knows	everything	we	say,	and	He
knew	what	they	had	said	when	they	were	arguing.
Jesus	 told	 the	disciples	 that	 they	should	not	want	 to	be	the	greatest,



but	they	must	be	willing	to	serve	other	people.	Jesus	is	not	happy	with
us	when	we	are	proud	and	think	we	are	better	than	other	people.	He	is
happy	 with	 us	 when	 we	 are	 humble	 and	 think	 of	 other	 people	 first
instead	of	ourselves.

Questions

•	What	did	the	disciples	argue	about?
•	Does	Jesus	know	everything	we	say?
•	When	He	asked	the	disciples	why	they	had	been	arguing,	how	did	they
feel?
•	What	did	He	say?
•	Does	he	tell	us	to	think	of	other	people	first?
•	Do	you	like	to	be	first?

Memory	Verse

“The	time	has	come….	The	kingdom	of	God	has	come	near.	Repent	and
believe	the	good	news!”



STEP	69



Show	Mercy
Matthew	18:23	–	34

One	day	Jesus	told	a	parable	about	a	king.	A	man	who	worked	for	the
king	 had	 borrowed	 some	money	 from	 him.	 Now	 the	 king	 wanted	 the
money	back,	but	the	man	did	not	have	any	money.
In	 that	 country,	 if	 you	needed	money	 and	 you	had	no	other	way	of

getting	some,	you	could	sell	yourself,	your	wife,	and	your	children	to	be
slaves.	 This	 is	what	 the	 king	 told	 the	man	he	must	 do.	 This	made	 the
man	very	sad.



He	begged	 the	king	 to	wait	 just	 a	 little	 longer	 so	 that	he	 could	 find
some	other	way	to	get	the	money.	He	didn’t	want	to	sell	his	family.	He
promised	 the	 king	 that	 as	 soon	 as	 he	 got	 the	money,	 he	would	 repay
him.

The	king	felt	sorry	for	him.	The	king	said	that	the	man	should	not	sell
his	family	to	get	the	money.	The	king	would	forget	all	about	the	money
the	man	 owed	 him.	 The	man	would	 never	 have	 to	 pay	 back	what	 he
owed.	This	made	the	man	so	happy	—	he	thanked	the	king	for	being	so
kind.
As	the	man	left	the	king’s	palace,	he	met	a	man	who	owed	him	some
money.	He	told	this	man	to	pay	up.	The	poor	man	said	he	couldn’t	but
promised	to	as	soon	as	he	could.
The	man	who	worked	for	the	king	got	very	mad	and	demanded	to	be
paid.	 He	 couldn’t	 wait.	 Because	 the	 poor	 man	 couldn’t	 pay	 him
immediately,	the	man	had	him	thrown	into	prison.
When	 the	 king	 heard	 about	 this,	 he	 got	 very	 angry.	He	 sent	 for	 the
man	who	worked	for	him	and	said,	“You	wicked	servant’	I	canceled	all
that	debt	of	yours	because	you	begged	me	 to.	 Shouldn’t	 you	have	had
mercy	on	your	 fellow	servant	 just	as	 I	had	on	you?”	The	king	had	 the
man	punished.
Jesus	told	this	story	to	teach	us	that	we	must	forgive	others	when	they
have	 said	 or	 done	 something	 unkind	 to	 us.	 Jesus	 said	 that	 we	 must



forgive	from	our	hearts.

Questions

•	When	the	man	could	not	pay	the	money,	what	did	the	king	say	must	be
done	to	him	and	his	wife	and	children?
•	When	the	man	heard	this,	what	did	he	ask	the	king	to	do?
•	What	did	the	king	do?
•	When	the	poor	man	asked	the	king’s	servant	to	wait	until	he	could	get
some	money	to	pay	him,	was	he	willing	to	wait?
•	What	did	the	king	say	when	he	heard	how	cruel	the	man	who	worked
for	him	had	been?

Memory	Verse

“The	time	has	come….	The	kingdom	of	God	has	come	near.	Repent	and
believe	the	good	news!”

Mark	1:15



STEP	70



Wonderful	Counselor
Isaiah	9:6	–	7

For	to	us	a	child	is	born,	to	us	a	son	is	given,
and	the	government	will	be	on	his	shoulders.

And	he	will	be	called
Wonderful	Counselor,	Mighty	God,	Everlasting	Father,	Prince	of	Peace.

Of	the	greatness	of	his	government	and	peace	there	will	be	no	end.
He	will	reign	on	David’s	throne	and	over	his	kingdom,



establishing	 and	 upholding	 it	with	 justice	 and	 righteousness	 from	 that
time	on	and	forever.
The	zeal	of	the	LORD	Almighty	will	accomplish	this.

Questions

•	What	child	is	going	to	be	born?
•	Can	you	remember	what	Jesus	is	also	called?
•	Why	was	Jesus	born?

Memory	Verse

“The	time	has	come….	The	kingdom	of	God	has	come	near.	Repent	and
believe	the	good	news!”

Mark	1:15



STEP	71



The	Cost	of	Following	Jesus
Luke	9:51	–	56

One	day	while	Jesus	and	His	disciples	were	walking	together,	they	came
close	to	a	small	town.	Many	people	lived	in	this	town.	Jesus	sent	some	of
His	disciples	 into	 town	 to	 ask	 if	 they	would	 let	Him	 stop	 there	 to	 rest
and	eat.
But	the	people	in	the	town	were	very	unfriendly	and	unkind	to	Jesus.

They	told	Him	that	He	could	not	stay.	Two	of	the	disciples,	James	and
John,	 got	 very	 mad	 at	 the	 people	 and	 wanted	 to	 punish	 them.	 They



asked	 Jesus	 if	 they	 could	bring	down	 fire	 from	heaven	 to	burn	up	 the
houses	and	all	the	people.
Jesus	was	sad	that	the	people	in	the	town	did	not	want	Him	to	stop,
but	 He	 was	 unhappy	 with	 James	 and	 John	 for	 wanting	 to	 do	 such	 a
mean	thing.	Jesus	told	James	and	John,	“The	Son	of	Man	did	not	come
to	destroy	men’s	lives,	but	to	save	them.”
He	did	not	punish	the	people	who	were	so	unfriendly	and	unkind	but
went	on	to	another	town	to	rest	and	eat.

Questions

•	What	did	the	people	say	to	Jesus’	disciples?
•	How	did	James	and	John	feel?
•	Was	Jesus	displeased	that	James	and	John	wanted	to	do	this?
•	What	did	Jesus	say	that	he	had	come	to	this	world	for?
•	Instead	of	punishing	the	people,	what	did	He	do?
•	Do	you	sometimes	like	to	get	back	at	someone	who’s	been	mean	to	you,
as	James	and	John	wanted	to	do?

Memory	Verse

Forgive	as	the	Lord	forgave	you.



Colossians	3:13



STEP	72



The	Good	Samaritan
Luke	10:30	–	37

Jesus	 told	 the	 people	 another	 story.	 A	 man	 was	 walking	 alone	 on	 a
dangerous	 road.	 All	 of	 a	 sudden,	 robbers	 jumped	 out	 of	 their	 hiding
place	and	beat	up	the	poor	man.	They	took	everything	he	had	—	food,
clothes,	and	money.	Then	they	left	him	beside	the	road	to	die.
After	a	while	another	man	came	down	the	road.	He	was	a	priest	in	the

temple	who	would	tell	people	to	be	kind	to	each	other.	But	he	was	not
kind	himself,	so	he	passed	the	beaten	man.	He	crossed	over	to	the	other



side	of	the	road,	pretending	not	to	see	the	man,	and	went	away.

Soon	another	man	came	down	 the	 road,	but	he	didn’t	help	 the	poor
man	either.	He	kept	on	walking	just	as	the	priest	had	done	and	left	the
man	on	the	ground.
But	 after	 these	 men	 had	 passed	 by	 without	 helping	 the	 poor	 man,
someone	else	came	by.	He	was	called	a	Samaritan,	and	he	was	riding	on
a	donkey.	As	soon	as	he	saw	the	man	lying	beside	the	road,	he	stopped
and	got	down	to	help	him.
The	Samaritan	was	very	kind	and	gentle.	He	lifted	the	poor	man	and
put	him	on	the	donkey;	then	he	walked	very	carefully	and	slowly	beside
the	donkey	to	be	sure	the	man	would	not	fall	off.	The	Samaritan	took	the
man	to	a	nearby	inn	and	stayed	up	all	night	to	take	care	of	him.
The	 next	 day,	 when	 the	 Samaritan	 had	 to	 go	 away,	 he	 gave	 some
money	to	the	man	who	owned	the	inn	and	asked	him	to	take	care	of	the
hurt	man	until	he	got	well.
Jesus	 told	 this	 story	 to	 teach	 us	 to	 be	 like	 the	 good	 Samaritan.	We
should	be	kind	 to	 everyone	we	meet	but	 especially	 to	 those	who	need
our	help.	We	should	always	be	helpful	whenever	we	can	be,	even	when
it	is	a	lot	of	work.

Parent	 Note:	 Our	 society	 is	 very	 selfish;	 we	 “don’t	 want	 to	 get
involved.”	But	this	is	contrary	to	the	teaching	of	Jesus.	Begin	to	instill



in	 your	 child	 thoughtfulness	 and	 unselfishness	 by	 example.	 Perhaps
one	Thanksgiving,	 your	 family	 could	 serve	 a	 local	 food	 kitchen.	Get
involved	 in	 local	 nonprofits	 that	 provide	 food	 or	 services	 to	 senior
citizens,	children,	or	the	homeless.

Questions

•	Who	beat	up	the	man	in	the	story	and	took	everything	that	he	had?
•	After	this	happened,	who	first	came	down	the	road?
•	Instead	of	helping	the	wounded	man,	what	did	he	do?
•	What	did	Jesus	want	to	teach	us	by	telling	this	story?
•	Which	man	in	this	story	are	you	like?
•	Can	you	think	of	a	time	you	helped	someone	who	needed	you?

Memory	Verse

Forgive	as	the	Lord	forgave	you.
Colossians	3:13



STEP	73



Get	to	Work…or	Listen?
Luke	10:38	–	42

Jesus	 visited	 some	 friends	 who	 lived	 in	 a	 town	 called	 Bethany.	 His
friends	were	 sisters	 named	Mary	 and	Martha.	They	 also	had	 a	 brother
named	Lazarus.
When	Jesus	came	to	their	house,	Mary	stopped	what	she	was	doing	to

sit	near	Jesus	to	listen	to	what	He	was	saying.	Perhaps	he	was	telling	her
about	how	their	sins	could	be	forgiven	and	how	she	would	go	to	heaven
when	she	died.



But	Martha	was	busy	in	the	kitchen	preparing	the	meal.	It	might	have
been	hot.	She	was	probably	tired.	How	could	she	get	it	all	done?	She	had
cleaned	the	house	and	was	busy	trying	to	make	her	guests	feel	at	home.
Martha	 asked	 Jesus	 to	 tell	 Mary	 to	 get	 busy	 and	 help	 with	 the
housework.	 Jesus	 said,	 “Martha,	 Martha,	 you	 are	 worried	 and	 upset
about	many	things,	but	only	one	thing	is	needed.	Mary	has	chosen	what
is	better.”	It	was	more	important	for	Mary	to	learn	what	He	had	to	say
and	the	things	He	taught	than	to	be	busy	doing	other	things.

Parent	Note:	Priorities	are	an	important	lesson,	but	perhaps	more	for
us	as	parents	than	for	children.	They	should	be	one	of	our	priorities.
Raising	 children	 is	 very	 hard	 work	 in	 our	 society.	 It	 is	 a	 huge
responsibility,	 not	 to	 be	 taken	 lightly.	 In	 Mark	 9:37,	 Jesus	 said,
“Whoever	welcomes	one	of	these	little	children	in	my	name	welcomes
me.”

Questions

•	When	Jesus	came	to	the	house,	what	did	Mary	do?
•	Why	did	she	want	to	listen	to	Jesus?
•	How	did	this	make	Martha	feel?
•	What	did	Martha	ask	Jesus	to	tell	Mary?
•	What	did	Jesus	tell	Martha?



•	Is	it	easier	for	you	to	play	with	your	toys	or	listen	to	what	your	parents
tell	you	to	do?

Memory	Verse

Forgive	as	the	Lord	forgave	you.
Colossians	3:73



STEP	74



Is	It	Really	Him?
John	9:1	–	38

Jesus	was	walking	along	the	street	when	He	saw	a	man	who	had	always
been	blind,	even	when	he	was	a	little	boy.	Now	the	man	was	grown	up,
but	he	couldn’t	work	because	he	couldn’t	see.
So	he	would	sit	down	in	the	street	and	beg	the	people	who	passed	by

to	give	him	some	money	to	buy	food	and	clothes.
Jesus	felt	sorry	for	the	man.	He	spit	on	the	ground,	stooped	down,	and

made	it	into	mud.	He	put	it	on	the	blind	man’s	eyes.	Then	He	told	him,



“Go	wash	in	the	Pool	of	Siloam.”
The	man	went	to	the	pool	and	washed	his	eyes.	He	could	see!	But	 it
was	 not	 the	mud	 or	water	 in	 the	 pool	 that	made	 his	 eyes	well.	 Jesus
made	his	eyes	well.

When	the	people	who	knew	the	blind	man	saw	him	walking	along	like
any	 other	 person	who	 could	 see,	 they	 asked,	 “Isn’t	 this	 the	 same	man
who	used	to	sit	and	beg?”	Some	claimed	that	it	was	the	man.
Others	said,	“No,	he	only	looks	like	him.”	But	the	man	himself	said,	“I
am	the	man.”	Then	they	asked	him,	“How	then	were	your	eyes	opened?”
He	told	them,	“The	man	they	call	Jesus	made	some	mud	and	put	 it	on
my	eyes.	He	told	me	to	go	to	Siloam	and	wash.	So	I	went	and	washed,
and	then	I	could	see.”
But	the	men	who	asked	him	were	not	happy	with	what	he	told	them.
They	did	not	love	Jesus	and	would	not	believe	that	He	could	make	blind
people	well.	So	when	the	man	said	that	it	was	Jesus	who	made	him	well,
they	were	angry	and	would	not	talk	to	him.
Jesus	heard	how	unkind	they	had	been	to	the	man.	He	found	him	and
asked	him	if	he	believed	in	the	Son	of	God.
“Who	 is	 he,	 sir?”	 the	man	 asked.	 “Tell	me	 so	 that	 I	may	 believe	 in
him.”
Jesus	 said,	 “You	have	now	 seen	him;	 in	 fact,	he	 is	 the	one	 speaking
with	you.”



Then	the	man	said,	“Lord,	I	believe,”	and	he	worshiped	Him.

Questions

•	When	the	man	washed	his	eyes	in	the	pool,	what	happened?
•	Who	made	his	eyes	well?
•	How	did	the	people	treat	the	man	when	he	told	them	Jesus	cured	him?
•	When	Jesus	told	the	man	that	God’s	Son	had	made	him	well,	what	did
the	man	do?
•	Do	you	have	friends	who	don’t	think	Jesus	can	help	them?

Memory	Verse

Forgive	as	the	Lord	forgave	you.
Colossians	3:13



STEP	75



The	Lost	Sheep
Luke	15:3	–	7

Have	 you	 ever	 lost	 something	 important	 to	 you?	 Maybe	 it	 was	 your
favorite	 stuffed	 animal.	 You	 looked	 everywhere	 for	 it.	 In	 the	 closet.
Under	 the	 bed.	 In	 the	 car.	 Behind	 the	 sofa.	 Outside.	 You	 asked	 your
friends	 and	 family	 to	 help	 you	 look.	 You	 looked	 and	 looked	 until	 you
found	it.
Jesus	told	a	story	about	a	shepherd	who	had	one	hundred	sheep.	One

day	when	he	 counted	his	 sheep,	 he	 found	 that	 there	was	 one	missing.



There	were	only	ninety-nine.	The	missing	sheep	was	 important	 to	him,
so	he	wanted	to	find	the	sheep	and	bring	it	back.	He	went	to	go	look	for
the	lost	sheep.
Maybe,	 like	 you,	 he	 looked	 everywhere	 he	 could	 think	 of	 where	 a
sheep	might	get	lost:	behind	bushes	and	rocks,	up	on	a	mountain,	down
in	a	valley.	Maybe	he	even	looked	in	a	dark,	scary	cave!	The	sheep	was
nowhere	to	be	found!	But	the	shepherd	didn’t	give	up.

He	kept	looking	until	—	finally	—	he	found	the	one	sheep.	He	was	so
happy	to	finally	find	it!	He	tenderly	picked	up	his	woolly	friend,	put	it
on	his	shoulders,	and	took	it	back	home.
The	shepherd	called	his	 friends	and	neighbors	and	 told	 them	he	had
found	his	sheep.	“Rejoice	with	me;	I	have	found	my	lost	sheep.”
When	 Jesus	 told	 this	 story,	 he	 said	 that	 when	 one	 person	 repents,
there	is	a	party	in	heaven!	Each	person	who	repents	is	very	important	to
Him.	He	said,	“There	will	be	more	rejoicing	 in	heaven	over	one	sinner
who	repents	than	over	ninety-nine	righteous	persons	who	do	not	need	to
repent.”

Questions

•	How	many	sheep	did	the	shepherd	have?
•	Why	did	he	look	for	the	one	sheep?



•	What	did	he	do	when	he	found	it?
•	When	someone	repents,	what	happens	in	heaven?

Memory	Verse

Forgive	as	the	Lord	forgave	you.
Colossians	3:13

Questions

•	What	did	the	younger	son	in	the	story	ask	his	father	to	give	him?
•	After	he	had	gone	away	and	spent	all	the	money,	what	did	the	son	have
to	do	to	get	food	to	eat?
•	What	did	the	son	begin	to	think	about?
•	When	he	was	still	far	down	the	road,	who	saw	him?
•	What	did	his	father	do	when	the	son	said	that	he	was	sorry?
•	Will	our	Heavenly	Father	forgive	us	when	we	tell	Him	we	are	sorry
when	we	have	sinned?



STEP	76



The	Lost	Son
Luke	15:11	–	32

Jesus	told	the	people	a	story	about	a	man	who	had	a	son.	One	day	the
son	said	to	his	father,	“Give	me	my	share	of	the	estate.”	He	said	that	he
wanted	it	right	away.	So	his	father	gave	him	all	the	money	set	aside	for
him.
The	son	took	the	money	and	left	his	father’s	house.	He	went	far	away

to	another	country.	He	wasted	all	 the	money	his	 father	had	given	him
until	it	was	all	gone.



So	 he	 had	 to	 go	 to	 work	 just	 to	 get	 something	 to	 eat.	 The	man	 he
worked	for	sent	him	out	to	feed	the	pigs	but	never	gave	this	young	man
enough	to	eat.	He	got	very	hungry.
He	began	 to	 think	about	his	 father’s	house.	No	one	was	hungry,	not
even	the	people	who	worked	for	his	father.	He	always	had	plenty	to	eat,
a	bed	 to	 sleep	 in,	 clean	 clothes,	 and	a	 father	who	 loved	and	cared	 for
him.	So	he	said	to	himself,	“I	will	set	out	and	go	back	to	my	father	and
say	to	him,	‘Father,	I	have	sinned	against	heaven	and	against	you.	I	am
no	longer	worthy	to	be	called	your	son;	make	me	like	one	of	your	hired
men.’	Perhaps	he	will	forgive	me	and	let	me	work	for	him.”
So	he	headed	home.	When	he	was	still	 far	away,	his	father	saw	him.
His	father	did	not	wait	for	him	to	come	any	closer	but	ran	down	the	road
to	meet	him.	His	 father	was	 so	happy!	He	gave	his	 son	a	big	hug	and
kiss.
The	 son	 began	 to	 tell	 his	 father	 how	 sorry	 he	was	 to	 have	 been	 so
selfish	and	greedy	to	take	the	money	and	leave	home.	But	his	father	told
the	people	who	worked	for	him	to	go	get	new	clothes	for	his	son	to	wear
and	put	a	ring	on	his	finger	and	shoes	on	his	feet.
His	father	told	them	to	prepare	a	big	meal	to	celebrate.	“I	thought	he
was	lost	but	now	he	is	found,”	said	the	father.
Jesus	told	this	story	to	teach	us	something.	If	we	have	sinned	but	are
sorry	for	it,	we	can	go	to	our	Heavenly	Father	to	tell	Him	we	are	sorry.
He	will	always	forgive	us,	just	as	the	father	in	this	story	forgave	his	son.



Memory	Verse

“For	the	Son	of	Man	came	to	seek	and	to	save	the	lost.”
Luke	19:10



STEP	77



Calling	All	Angels
Luke	16:19	–	28

Jesus	 told	 the	 people	 about	 a	 rich	man	 who	 had	 a	 lot	 of	 money	 and
could	 buy	 everything	 he	 wanted.	 He	 wore	 beautiful	 clothes	 and	 had
good	things	to	eat	every	day.	In	the	same	city	where	the	rich	man	lived,
there	was	a	poor	man.	His	name	was	Lazarus.
Lazarus	was	not	only	poor,	he	was	also	sick	and	weak	—	his	body	was

covered	with	sores.	Because	he	was	so	poor	and	sick,	his	friends	used	to
carry	 him	 to	 the	 rich	man’s	 house	 and	 lay	 him	 down	 just	 outside	 the



gate,	so	that	he	might	be	able	to	get	the	pieces	of	leftover	bread	from	the
rich	man’s	dinner.
The	dogs	that	roamed	the	street	seemed	to	pity	Lazarus	because	they
came	to	lick	his	sores.
Finally,	Lazarus	died.	God	sent	some	of	His	angels	to	get	him.

The	angels	came	and	carried	Lazarus	up	to	heaven.	He	was	not	sick	or
poor	anymore	when	he	got	to	heaven,	for	God	loved	him	and	made	him
well.	He	had	a	new	body.	God	gave	him	everything	to	make	him	happy.
After	a	while,	the	rich	man	died	too.	But	the	angels	did	not	come	for
him.	He	went	to	the	place	where	wicked	people	go,	called	hell.	Hell	is	a
place	where	God	is	not.	And	while	the	rich	man	was	being	punished	for
his	sins,	he	could	see	Lazarus	far	away	in	heaven.
The	rich	man	wanted	to	go	to	heaven	where	Lazarus	was,	but	he	could
not.	 He	 had	 done	many	 bad	 things	 and	 had	 not	 asked	God	 to	 forgive
him.	We	can	ask	God	to	forgive	our	sins	because	Jesus	paid	for	them.	We
can	ask	Him	to	teach	us	how	to	love	and	obey	Jesus.	Then	when	we	die,
God	will	send	His	angels	to	take	us	up	to	heaven	too.

Parent	Note:	This	chapter	mentions	hell.	Children	can	understand	this
concept	because	 they	have	 to	deal	almost	daily	with	being	punished
for	doing	something	wrong!	But	again,	you	need	not	dwell	on	the	idea
of	 punishment	 and	 hell	 but	 instead	 emphasize	 heaven	 and	 the



anticipation	of	it	if	we	have	Jesus	in	our	hearts.

Questions

•	When	Lazarus	died,	who	carried	him	to	heaven?
•	Was	he	sick	and	poor	in	heaven?
•	Where	was	the	rich	man	sent?
•	Why	couldn’t	the	rich	man	go	to	be	with	Lazarus	in	heaven?
•	If	we	ask	God	to	forgive	us	and	ask	Jesus	to	live	in	our	hearts,	where
will	we	go	when	we	die?
•	Have	you	ever	not	helped	someone	because	you	thought	you	were	too
good?

Memory	Verse

“For	the	Son	of	Man	came	to	seek	and	to	save	the	lost.”
Luke	19:10



STEP	78



Being	Sorry
Luke	17:3	–	5

Sometimes	people	would	rather	do	bad	things;	sometimes	it	seems	easier
and	more	fun	than	doing	what	is	right.	But	Jesus	said	we	should	not	do
what	is	wrong	—	like	telling	lies,	taking	things	that	don’t	belong	to	us,
fighting	with	brothers	or	sisters,	or	 talking	back	 to	Mom	or	Dad.	 If	we
are	doing	these	things,	we	must	stop	doing	them.	If	we	ask	Jesus	to	help
us	stop	doing	wrong,	He	promises	to	help	us.
We	should	obey	God	and	do	what	is	right	—	that	makes	God	happy.



He	 won’t	 stop	 loving	 us	 for	 doing	 bad	 things,	 but	 there	 will	 be
consequences.
Perhaps	someone	hurts	you	and	you	get	very	angry.	Jesus	said,	“If	he
sins	against	you	seven	times	in	a	day,	and	seven	times	comes	back	to	you
and	says	 ‘I	 repent,’	 forgive	him.”	 If	he	 is	unkind	many	 times,	but	 later
says	he	is	sorry,	we	must	forgive	him	every	time	—	no	matter	how	often
it	may	be.

Questions

•	Do	people	sometimes	like	to	do	wrong	more	than	they	like	to	do	right?
•	If	we	go	on	doing	wrong	and	will	not	stop,	what	will	happen	to	us?
•	What	should	we	do?
•	If	any	person	is	unkind	to	us	and	later	says	he	is	sorry,	what	must	we
do?
•	Is	it	easy	to	forgive	someone	who	has	hurt	you?

Memory	Verse

“For	the	Son	of	Man	came	to	seek	and	to	save	the	lost.”
Luke	19:10



STEP	79



He’s	Alive!
John	11:1	–	6,	17	–	44

One	 day,	 Lazarus,	 a	 good	 friend	 of	 Jesus,	 got	 very	 sick.	 This	 was	 a
different	 Lazarus	 than	 the	 one	 Jesus	 described	 who	 died	 and	 went	 to
heaven.	Mary	and	Martha	sent	someone	to	 tell	Jesus	 that	 their	brother
Lazarus	was	sick.
When	 Jesus	 heard,	 He	 went	 to	 their	 house	 because	 He	 loved	 them

very	much.	By	 the	 time	Jesus	got	 there,	Lazarus	was	already	dead	and
had	been	buried.	The	people	who	were	with	Mary	and	Martha	were	so



sad	that	Lazarus	was	dead.	When	Martha	heard	that	Jesus	was	coming,
she	went	to	meet	him.	Mary	stayed	home.
Martha	 told	 Jesus	 that	 if	 He	 had	 been	 here,	 her	 brother	 would	 not
have	died.	But	she	knew	God	would	give	Jesus	whatever	He	asked.

Jesus	 said	 that	 her	 brother	would	 rise	 again.	 “I	 am	 the	 resurrection
and	 the	 life,”	 He	 said.	 People	 who	 believe	 in	 Jesus	 would	 live	 even
though	their	bodies	die.
Jesus	asked	them	where	they	had	buried	Lazarus.	It	was	a	cave	with	a
big	stone	rolled	over	 the	 front	of	 the	opening.	Jesus	 told	 the	people	 to
roll	the	stone	out	of	the	way.
In	a	 loud	voice,	Jesus	 said,	 “Lazarus,	 come	out!”	As	 soon	as	He	said
that,	 Lazarus	 came	 out!	 He	 was	 alive!	 Jesus	 had	 made	 Lazarus	 alive
again	by	 just	 saying	 those	words.	Jesus	did	 this	miracle	 so	 that	people
would	honor	God.
Jesus	told	the	people	nearby	to	undo	the	clothes	that	had	been	tightly
wrapped	around	Lazarus	for	burial	so	that	he	could	walk.	Then	Lazarus
went	home	with	his	sisters,	Mary	and	Martha.	They	were	very	happy.

Parent	Note:	 Death	 is	 a	 matter	 to	 be	 discussed	 with	 children.	 It	 is
more	frightening	to	children	to	be	uncertain	about	such	a	subject	than
to	learn	about	it.	But	here	the	emphasis	should	always	be	not	on	death
but	 on	 the	 promise	 of	 a	wonderful	 heavenly	 home	with	 Jesus	 if	we



have	asked	Him	into	our	hearts.	No	doubt	a	member	of	the	family	—
perhaps	a	great-grandparent	or	 grandparent	—	has	died	during	your
child’s	lifetime.	While	there	were	sorrow	and	tears	because	of	the	loss,
there	was	 also	 great	 joy	knowing	 the	 loved	one	was	 in	heaven	with
Jesus.

Questions

•	When	Lazarus	got	sick,	did	they	send	someone	to	tell	Jesus?
•	What	had	already	happened	when	Jesus	arrived?
•	Where	had	they	buried	Lazarus?
•	When	they	had	taken	the	stone	out	of	the	way,	what	did	Jesus	say?
•	Who	made	Lazarus	come	back	to	life?

Memory	Verse

“For	the	Son	of	Man	came	to	seek	and	to	save	the	lost.”
Luke	19:10



STEP	80



Secure	in	Jesus	Christ
Romans	8:35	–	39

Who	shall	separate	us	from	the	love	of	Christ?	Shall	trouble	or	hardship
or	persecution	or	famine	or	nakedness	or	danger	or	sword?’
No,	in	all	these	things	we	are	more	than	conquerors	through	him	who

loved	us.	For	I	am	convinced	that	neither	death	nor	life,	neither	angels
nor	demons,	neither	the	present	nor	the	future,	nor	any	powers,	neither
height	 nor	 depth,	 nor	 anything	 else	 in	 all	 creation,	 will	 be	 able	 to
separate	us	from	the	love	of	God	that	is	in	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord.



Questions

•	Can	you	think	of	anything	that	can	separate	you	from	God’s	love?
•	What	is	the	one	thing	that	separates	us	from	God?

Memory	Verse

“For	the	Son	of	Man	came	to	seek	and	to	save	the	lost.”
Luke	19:10



STEP	81



Jesus	Loves	Children
Matthew	19:13	–	15;	Mark	10:13	–	16;	Luke	18:15	–	17

Jesus	 was	 very	 busy.	 Many	 people	 were	 crowding	 around	 Him.	 They
wanted	Him	to	help	them	with	their	problems.
Some	people	brought	children	to	Jesus.	They	wanted	Him	to	hug	and

pray	for	them.	But	Jesus’	disciples	thought	this	would	bother	Him.	They
told	the	people	to	take	the	children	away.
This	made	Jesus	unhappy	because	He	loved	children	(and	still	does!).

Perhaps	He	liked	to	play	games	with	them,	tickle	them,	and	laugh	with



them.
He	told	the	disciples,	“Let	the	children	come	to	me,	and	do	not	hinder
them,	 for	 the	 kingdom	 of	 God	 belongs	 to	 such	 as	 these.”	He	 gathered
them	to	Him	and	blessed	them.
Jesus	 loves	 children.	 If	 they	 love	 Him	 and	 ask	 Him	 to	 live	 in	 their
hearts,	He	will	always	be	with	them.

Questions

•	Who	were	brought	to	Jesus?
•	Why	did	the	disciples	try	to	send	the	children	away?
•	What	did	Jesus	tell	the	disciples?
•	If	children	love	Jesus	and	ask	Him	to	live	in	their	hearts,	what	will	He
do?

Memory	Verse

“What	is	impossible	with	man	is	possible	with	God.”
Luke	18:27



STEP	82



Big	Wooden	Cross
Matthew	20:17	–	19;	Mark	10:32	–	34;	Luke	18:31	–	33

Jesus	 told	His	 disciples	 that	 people	were	 going	 to	 betray	 and	kill	Him
when	 they	 went	 to	 Jerusalem.	 (This	 was	 predicted	 years	 before	 by
prophets.)	The	soldiers	were	going	to	be	very	cruel	to	Jesus.	They	would
beat	Him,	call	Him	names,	spit	on	Him	—	and	then	kill	Him.	But	He	told
the	disciples	that	He	would	be	brought	back	to	life	again!
The	way	that	Jesus	would	be	killed	would	be	very	painful	and	cruel.

He	was	 going	 to	 be	 nailed	 to	 a	 cross.	 A	 cross	was	made	 of	 two	 large



pieces	of	wood	fastened	together.	The	Roman	soldiers	were	going	to	put
Jesus	on	the	cross	by	pounding	big	nails	through	His	hands	and	feet	into
the	wood	of	the	cross.	They	would	leave	Him	there	until	He	died.
Many	 people	 in	 Jerusalem	wanted	 this	 to	 happen.	 They	were	 angry
that	Jesus	 told	 them	about	 their	 sins	and	 for	saying	 that	He	was	God’s
Son.	 They	 did	 not	 want	 to	 be	 told	 about	 their	 sins,	 and	 they	 did	 not
believe	that	Jesus	was	God’s	only	Son.

Questions

•	How	did	Jesus	say	the	people	would	treat	Him	when	He	came	to
Jerusalem?
•	What	would	they	nail	Him	to?
•	What	was	a	cross	made	of?
•	Why	were	the	people	so	angry	at	Jesus?
•	Would	they	believe	that	Jesus	was	God’s	Son?

Memory	Verse

“What	is	impossible	with	man	is	possible	with	God.”
Luke	18:27



STEP	83



Short	Man
Luke	19:1	–	1O

Governments	 are	 very	 large	 and	do	many	 things	 for	 people.	 But	 to	 do
those	things,	they	need	money.	Adults	pay	the	government	some	money
out	of	what	they	earn	at	work.	This	is	called	a	tax.
Long	ago,	a	king	would	send	out	men	called	tax	collectors	to	get	the

taxes	from	the	people.	One	of	these	tax	collectors	was	named	Zacchaeus.
When	Jesus	came	to	his	town,	Zacchaeus	tried	very	hard	to	see	Jesus.

Zacchaeus	was	a	short	man	and	couldn’t	see	over	the	heads	of	the	other



people.	So	he	ran	ahead	of	the	crowd	and	climbed	a	tree.
When	 Jesus	 reached	 the	 tree,	 He	 looked	 up	 and	 said,	 “Zacchaeus,
come	down	 immediately.	 I	must	 stay	 at	 your	 house	 today.”	 Zacchaeus
hurried	down	from	the	tree.	He	was	very	glad	that	Jesus	was	coming	to
his	house.

Zacchaeus	listened	to	all	the	things	Jesus	told	him.	He	promised	to	do
all	the	things	Jesus	told	him	to	do.	He	said,	“Look,	Lord!	Here	and	now	I
give	half	of	my	possessions	to	the	poor,	and	if	 I	have	cheated	anybody
out	of	anything,	I	will	pay	back	four	times	that	amount.”
This	made	Jesus	happy.	He	told	Zacchaeus,	“Today	salvation	has	come
to	 this	house’	 For	 the	Son	of	Man	came	 to	 seek	and	 to	 save	what	was
lost.”
Jesus	wants	us	to	be	kind	to	other	people	and	help	them	when	we	can.
He	wants	us	 to	be	 very	 careful	 never	 to	 take	 anything	 that	 belongs	 to
another	 person.	 If	 we	 have,	 we	 must	 give	 it	 back.	 This	 makes	 Jesus
happy.

Questions

•	Why	couldn’t	Zacchaeus	see	Jesus?
•	Where	did	he	go	so	he	could	see	Jesus?
•	When	Jesus	came	to	the	tree,	what	did	He	say	to	Zacchaeus?



•	What	did	Zacchaeus	say	he	would	do?
•	What	can	we	do	to	make	Jesus	happy?

Memory	Verse

“What	is	impossible	with	man	is	possible	with	God.”
Luke	18:27



STEP	84



Hosanna	in	the	Highest
Matthew	21:1	–	17;	Mark	11:1	–	11;	Luke	19:28	–	40

Before	Jesus	reached	Jerusalem,	He	told	two	disciples	to	go	to	a	nearby
town.	 They	would	 find	 a	 donkey	 and	 her	 young	 colt	 tied	 there.	 Jesus
told	the	disciples	to	untie	the	animals	and	bring	them	to	Him.
If	 anyone	 asked	 what	 they	 were	 doing,	 they	 would	 say	 that	 Jesus

needed	 them.	Then,	Jesus	said,	 the	people	would	send	 the	donkey	and
colt	to	Jesus.
So	the	disciples	did	what	Jesus	told	them	to	do.	They	went	to	the	town



and	 found	 the	donkey	and	colt.	As	 they	untied	 the	animals,	 some	men
asked	what	 they	were	 doing.	 The	 disciples	 said	 that	 Jesus	 needed	 the
animals.	Then	the	men	let	the	disciples	take	the	animals	to	Jesus.
Jesus	 rode	 into	 Jerusalem	on	 the	 colt’s	 back.	A	big	 crowd	of	 people
followed	Him.	They	all	cried	out,	“Hosanna	to	the	Son	of	David!”

“Blessed	is	he	who	comes	in	the	name	of	the	Lord!”
“Hosanna	in	the	highest!”
Some	people	took	off	their	coats	and	laid	them	on	the	ground.	Other
people	cut	off	branches	from	the	trees	and	laid	them	on	the	ground	for
Jesus	 to	 ride	 over	 them.	 That	was	what	 they	 used	 to	 do	when	 a	 king
rode	through	the	streets.
They	 did	 this	 to	 show	how	glad	 they	were	 to	 have	 Jesus	 come	 into
their	city.
Then	Jesus	went	up	to	the	Temple.	Some	blind	people	came	to	Him.
People	who	couldn’t	walk	were	brought	to	Him.	Jesus	healed	them.

Questions

•	What	did	Jesus	send	two	of	His	disciples	into	town	to	find?
•	What	did	some	of	the	people	put	down	on	the	ground	for	Him	to	ride
over?



•	Why	did	they	do	this?
•	Who	did	Jesus	heal?

Memory	Verse

“What	is	impossible	with	man	is	possible	with	God.”
Luke	18:27



STEP	85



Time-out
Luke	19:45	–	47

When	Mom	or	Dad	says	you	have	done	a	bad	thing,	how	do	you	feel?	Do
you	get	mad	at	them?	Do	you	want	them	to	go	away?	It	is	hard	to	have
someone	tell	us	we	are	wrong.	It	hurts	us.	And	you	might	get	a	time-out
or	be	grounded	for	doing	wrong.	But	 learning	when	we’re	wrong	is	 for
our	own	good,	to	make	us	better	people.
Jesus	tried	to	tell	some	people	they	were	doing	wrong	too.
After	 Jesus	 was	 praised	 in	 the	 streets	 of	 Jerusalem,	 He	 found	 some



people	selling	cattle	and	doves	in	the	temple.	He	got	very	angry	because
this	was	against	God’s	rules.	He	told	the	people	to	stop.
He	told	them	about	their	sins.	Remember	what	sins	are?	They	are	all
the	bad	things	we	do,	like	disobeying	our	parents	or	telling	lies.	In	this
story,	 people	were	making	 lots	 of	money	 in	 the	 temple	—	where	 they
were	only	supposed	to	pray	and	worship	God.
The	 people	 who	 didn’t	 love	 Jesus	 were	 getting	 more	 and	 more
unhappy	with	Him.	They	did	not	want	to	be	told	about	their	sins.	In	fact,
they	wanted	to	get	rid	of	Jesus.	They	wanted	to	kill	Him.
But	they	were	foolish	to	think	they	could	try	to	stop	God’s	plan.

Questions

•	Do	you	ever	get	mad	at	someone	who	tells	you	that	you’re	doing	wrong
things?
•	What	were	the	people	selling	in	the	temple?
•	Why	was	it	wrong	to	sell	things	in	the	temple?
•	Did	Jesus	know	that	people	wanted	to	kill	Him?

Memory	Verse

“What	is	impossible	with	man	is	possible	with	God.”



Luke	18:27



STEP	86



A	Wedding	Feast
Matthew	22:1	–	13

Jesus	told	some	people	a	story.	It	was	about	a	king	who	decided	to	have
a	 big	 party	 because	 his	 son	was	 getting	married.	When	 the	 party	was
ready,	the	king	sent	his	servants	out	to	say	that	it	was	time	to	come.	But
no	one	would	come.
Then	the	king	sent	his	servants	out	again	to	tell	the	people	that	it	was

time	to	come	to	the	party.	Good	food	was	waiting	on	the	table.	But	some
people	would	not	listen	to	the	servants.	And	others	listened	but	did	not



obey.
When	the	king	heard	what	they	had	done,	he	was	very	angry	and	sent
his	soldiers	out	to	punish	them.
The	king	 then	 called	more	 servants	 and	 told	 them	 that	 although	 the
party	was	ready,	no	one	was	there	to	eat	the	food.	The	people	who	had
been	asked	to	come	would	not	be	allowed	to	come	now,	since	they	had
refused.	It	was	too	late	for	them.

So	the	king	sent	his	servants	out	into	the	streets	and	found	people	who
would	 come	 to	 the	 feast.	 The	 servants	 brought	 many	 people.	 These
people	got	to	enjoy	the	party.
God	has	 given	us	many	good	 things.	He	has	prepared	heaven	 for	us
and	has	given	us	everything	we	need	to	enjoy	it.	We	just	have	to	accept
his	 invitation.	 Asking	 Jesus	 into	 our	 hearts	 is	 the	 only	 way	 to	 go	 to
heaven.

Questions

•	When	the	king	sent	his	servants	to	tell	the	people	to	come	to	his	feast,
what	did	the	people	do?
•	Did	the	people	who	came	in	from	the	streets	get	to	enjoy	the	party	at
the	king’s	house?
•	What	do	we	have	to	do	to	go	to	heaven?



Memory	Verse

Come	near	to	God	and	he	will	come	near	to	you.
James	4:8



STEP	87



Love	Each	Other
Matthew	22:35	–	40

One	day,	a	man	came	to	Jesus	and	asked	Him	what	God	wanted	us	to	do
most.	Jesus	said,	“Love	the	Lord	your	God	with	all	your	heart	and	with
all	your	soul	and	with	all	your	mind.”
We	 cannot	 see	 God,	 but	 He	 is	 so	 good	 to	 us	 that	we	 can	 love	Him

without	 seeing	 Him.	 Sometimes	 people	 we	 love	 go	 away	 where	 we
cannot	see	them.	But	we	keep	on	loving	them.	We	want	to	see	them.
We	 will	 see	 God	 when	 we	 die,	 but	 He	 wants	 us	 to	 love	 Him	 now



before	we	die.	We	should	love	God	more	than	we	love	anyone	else.
And	 Jesus	 said	 there	was	 another	 thing	God	wants	 us	 to	 do	 besides
love	Him:	He	wants	us	to	love	each	other.	If	we	love	each	other,	we	will
be	kind	 to	each	other.	When	we	are	kind	 to	each	other,	we	 show	God
that	we	love	Him.

Questions

•	What	does	God	want	us	to	do	more	than	anything	else?
•	Who	else	does	God	want	us	to	love	besides	Him?
•	If	we	love	each	other,	how	will	we	treat	each	other?
•	Why	does	God	want	us	to	love	each	other?

Memory	Verse

Come	near	to	God	and	he	will	come	near	to	you.
James	4:8



STEP	88



Give	God	the	Best
Mark	12:41–	44;	Luke	21:1	–	4

During	 church	 service,	 an	 offering	 plate	 is	 passed.	We	 give	 money	 to
God	through	the	offering.
In	 Jesus’	 time,	 the	 church,	 or	 temple,	 had	 a	 box.	 People	 dropped	 in

just	 as	much	 as	 they	wanted	 to.	 After	 a	 lot	 had	 been	 dropped	 in,	 the
priests	opened	the	box	and	took	the	money	out.	They	bought	things	with
it	for	the	temple.	This	money	was	the	same	as	if	it	were	given	to	God;	it
was	God’s	money.



One	 day	 Jesus	watched	 people	 drop	 their	money	 into	 the	 box.	 Rich
people	dropped	in	a	lot.	Soon,	a	poor	woman	dropped	in	only	a	little	bit
of	money.
Jesus	said	to	the	disciples,	“I	tell	you	the	truth,	this	poor	[woman]	has
put	in	more	than	all	 the	others.	All	 these	people	gave	their	gifts	out	of
their	wealth;	but	she	out	of	her	poverty	put	in	all	she	had	to	live	on.”
The	rich	people	had	plenty	of	money	left	over	for	themselves.	But	the
poor	woman	had	nothing	 left	 for	herself,	because	she	gave	all	 that	 she
had.	This	showed	how	much	she	loved	God.
God	isn’t	impressed	by	how	much	we	give.	What	matters	most	is	that
we	love	Him	by	giving	Him	the	best	that	we	have.

Parent	Note:	Giving	is	an	important	concept	in	the	Christian	faith.	It
should	 be	 taught	 early	 and	made	 a	 lifelong	 habit	—	 to	 give	 back	 a
portion	of	what	God	has	so	bountifully	given	to	us.	Help	your	children
see	that	it	is	a	joy	to	give	to	God.

Questions

•	Who	gave	the	large	amount	of	money	to	the	temple?
•	Who	came	and	dropped	in	a	little	bit	of	money?
•	Did	the	poor	woman	have	any	left	for	herself?



•	How	can	we	show	God	that	we	love	Him?

Memory	Verse

Come	near	to	God	and	he	will	come	near	to	you.
James	4:8



STEP	89



The	Second	Coming
Matthew	24:36	–	46;	1	Corinthians	15:52;	1	Thessalonians
4:16	–	18

Jesus	told	the	disciples	about	when	He	was	going	to	come	back	to	earth
again.	This	is	called	the	second	coming.	The	second	coming	will	happen
in	the	last	days	in	history.	Jesus	will	come	from	heaven	on	that	day,	and
all	the	angels	will	come	with	Him.	Everyone	will	be	able	to	see	Him.
No	 one	 knows	 when	 Jesus	 will	 come	 back.	 It	 could	 happen	 while

you’re	 at	 school	 or	 while	 you’re	 sleeping.	 Jesus	will	 come	 back	when



many	people	don’t	care	about	Him.	And	we	know	it	will	happen	when
we	least	expect	it.	That’s	why	it’s	important	to	always	be	ready.
Don’t	 wait	 to	 give	 your	 heart	 to	 Jesus	 or	 to	 share	 Him	 with	 your
friends.	He	could	come	back	next	week	or	tomorrow	—	or	even	today.
That’s	why	it’s	best	to	be	ready	for	Jesus	to	return.

Questions

•	Who	is	coming	to	this	world	at	the	second	coming?
•	Who	will	come	with	Jesus?
•	When	will	Jesus	come	back?
•	Who	can	you	tell	about	Jesus?

Memory	Verse

Come	near	to	God	and	he	will	come	near	to	you.
James	4:8



STEP	90



The	First	Communion
Luke	22:19	–	20

[Jesus]	 took	 bread,	 gave	 thanks	 and	 broke	 it,	 and	 gave	 it	 to	 [the
disciples],	 saying,	 “This	 is	 my	 body	 given	 for	 you;	 do	 this	 in
remembrance	of	me.”
In	the	same	way,	after	the	supper	he	took	the	cup,	saying,	“This	cup	is

the	new	covenant	in	my	blood,	which	is	poured	out	for	you’”



Questions

•	Who	gave	thanks	and	broke	bread?
•	Who	did	Jesus	give	the	bread	to?
•	What	is	another	word	for	covenant?	(Hint:	think	Noah’s	rainbow)

Memory	Verse

Come	near	to	God	and	he	will	come	near	to	you.
James	4:8



STEP	91



Be	Prepared
Matthew	25:1	–	13

Jesus	told	a	story	about	some	young	women	who	went	out	in	the	night,
carrying	 lamps	with	them.	They	went	out	 to	meet	a	man	who	had	 just
been	married.	This	man	was	called	a	bridegroom.
When	 the	women	 reached	 the	bridegroom’s	house,	 they	 sat	down	 to

wait	until	he	came	home.	Soon	they	all	fell	asleep.
In	 the	middle	of	 the	night,	 somebody	called	out,	“The	bridegroom	is

coming;	go	out	to	meet	him.”	They	all	got	up	quickly	and	began	to	get



ready.	But	they	found	that	while	they	were	asleep	their	 lamps	had	run
low	on	oil.
Some	of	the	young	women	were	wise	and	had	brought	extra	oil	with
them;	they	poured	this	oil	into	their	lamps	so	the	flame	wouldn’t	go	out.
These	women	were	ready	when	the	bridegroom	came	home.	He	invited
them	into	his	house	and	gave	them	a	feast.

But	 the	other	women	were	 foolish.	They	did	not	 bring	 any	 extra	oil
with	them,	so	they	had	to	go	buy	some.	By	the	time	they	came	back,	it
was	too	 late.	The	bridegroom	had	gone	 inside	and	shut	 the	door.	They
could	not	get	in.
This	 is	the	way	it	will	be	when	Jesus	comes	again.	Some	people	will
be	ready	like	the	wise	young	women	who	had	their	lamps	burning.	And
Jesus	will	 take	 those	who	are	 ready	up	 to	heaven.	He	 said,	 “Therefore
keep	watch,	because	you	do	not	know	the	day	or	the	hour.”
But	some	people,	like	the	foolish	young	women	whose	lamps	were	low
on	 oil,	 will	 not	 be	 ready.	 If	 we	 want	 to	 be	 ready	 for	 Jesus	 when	 He
comes	back,	we	must	love	Him	and	ask	Him	to	be	our	Savior.

Questions

•	Were	the	wise	young	women	ready	when	the	bridegroom	came?
•	What	did	the	foolish	young	women	have	to	do?



•	Where	will	Jesus	take	the	people	who	are	ready	to	meet	Him	when	He
comes	back?
•	If	we	want	to	be	ready	when	Jesus	comes	back,	what	must	we	do?

Memory	Verse

Now	faith	is	confidence	in	what	we	hope	for	and	assurance	about	what
we	do	not	see.

Hebrews	11:1



STEP	92



Money	Hungry
Matthew	26:14	–	16;	Mark	14:10	–	11;	Luke	22:3	–	6

The	disciples	followed	Jesus	wherever	He	went	and	listened	to	what	He
taught.	All	 the	disciples	 loved	Jesus	—	except	one.	Judas	 loved	money
more	than	anything	else.	He	did	not	love	Jesus.
Remember	the	people	who	wanted	to	kill	Jesus?	Judas	went	to	these

men	 and	 asked	 how	much	 money	 they	 would	 give	 him	 if	 he	 showed
them	where	Jesus	was.	The	men	told	Judas	 they	would	pay	him	thirty
pieces	of	silver.



Judas	 decided	 that	 as	 soon	 as	 he	 could	 find	 Jesus	 in	 a	 place	 by
Himself,	he	would	show	these	wicked	men	where	Jesus	was.	Then	they
could	take	Jesus	away	to	kill	Him.

Questions

•	Did	the	disciples	all	love	Jesus?
•	Which	one	didn’t	love	Jesus?
•	What	did	Judas	love	more	than	anything	else?
•	How	much	money	did	the	men	promise	to	give	Judas?
•	What	did	Judas	decide	to	do?

Memory	Verse

Now	faith	is	confidence	in	what	we	hope	for	and	assurance	about	what
we	do	not	see.

Hebrews	11:1



STEP	93



The	Last	Supper
Matthew	26:17	–	46;	Mark	14:12	–	42;	Luke	22:7	–	46;	John
14:2	–	3

The	people	who	lived	in	Jesus’	country	used	to	have	a	feast	for	a	special
reason.	They	had	this	feast	once	a	year;	in	fact,	Jewish	people	still	have
this	feast.	It	is	called	the	feast	of	the	Passover.
Jesus	and	His	disciples	wanted	to	eat	a	feast	of	the	Passover	together.

But	they	did	not	have	a	place	to	have	the	feast.	Jesus	told	the	disciples
to	go	into	town	and	ask	where	they	could	hold	their	feast.



The	disciples	did	exactly	what	Jesus	told	them	to	do.	A	man	showed
them	a	room	to	use.	So	the	disciples	prepared	the	feast.
That	evening	around	suppertime,	Jesus	told	the	disciples	this	would	be
the	last	time	He	would	eat	the	Passover	feast	with	them.	He	knew	that
He	would	die	soon.
Jesus	 told	 the	 disciples	 that	 He	 was	 going	 to	 get	 heaven	 ready	 for
them.	Later	He	would	come	back	 to	 take	 them	to	heaven.	Jesus	meant
that	He	would	come	back	and	get	all	the	people	who	love	Him	when	He
comes	at	the	second	coming.

After	 Jesus	 and	 the	 disciples	 had	 eaten,	 they	 sang	 a	 song	 together.
Then	they	went	to	a	garden.	Jesus	went	off	by	Himself	to	pray.
Jesus	knew	that	some	men	were	going	to	take	Him	that	night	and	kill
Him.	He	 told	God,	 “My	Father,	 if	 it	 is	possible,	may	 this	 cup	be	 taken
from	me.	Yet	not	as	I	will,	but	as	you	will.”	He	didn’t	want	to	die,	but	He
knew	that	was	the	only	way	we	could	have	our	sins	forgiven	and	go	to
heaven.

Questions

•	What	was	the	name	of	the	feast	that	was	celebrated	by	Jesus	and	His
disciples?
•	What	did	Jesus	tell	the	disciples	as	they	were	eating?



•	Is	Jesus	going	to	come	back	and	take	all	those	who	love	Him	to
heaven?
•	What	did	Jesus	do	in	the	garden?
•	Why	was	Jesus	willing	to	die?
•	What	kind	of	place	do	you	think	heaven	will	be?

Memory	Verse

Now	faith	is	confidence	in	what	we	hope	for	and	assurance	about	what
we	do	not	see.

Hebrews	11:1



STEP	94



Betrayed
Matthew	26:47	–	50

After	 the	Passover	 feast,	Jesus	went	 to	 the	garden	to	pray.	Most	of	 the
disciples	went	with	Him.
Judas,	 the	 disciple	 who	 didn’t	 love	 Jesus,	 did	 not	 go	 to	 the	 garden

with	Jesus.	Instead,	he	found	the	men	who	wanted	Jesus	killed	and	told
them	where	 Jesus	was.	 The	men	 paid	 Judas	 the	 thirty	 pieces	 of	 silver
they	had	 promised	him.	 Some	men	went	with	 Judas	 to	 get	 Jesus.	 The
men	carried	sticks	and	swords	to	fight	with.	They	carried	lanterns	too,	so



they	could	see	in	the	dark.	Judas	showed	the	way	to	the	garden.
On	 the	way,	 Judas	 told	 them	how	 they	would	know	which	one	was
Jesus.	Judas	would	go	up	to	Jesus	and	kiss	Him.
Soon	 they	 reached	 the	 garden.	 Judas	 went	 up	 to	 Jesus	 and	 said,
“Greetings,	 Rabbi,”	 and	 kissed	 Him.	 (Rabbi	 means	 teacher	 and	 was
something	 the	 diciples	 called	 Jesus.)	 The	men	 grabbed	 Jesus	 and	 took
Him	away.

Questions

•	Did	Judas	go	with	Jesus	to	the	garden?
•	Who	did	Judas	tell	where	Jesus	had	gone?
•	What	did	those	men	give	Judas?
•	How	did	Judas	say	they	would	know	which	one	was	Jesus?
•	After	Judas	had	kissed	Jesus,	what	did	the	men	do	to	Jesus?

Memory	Verse

Now	faith	is	confidence	in	what	we	hope	for	and	assurance	about	what
we	do	not	see.

Hebrews	11:1



STEP	95



Taken	Away
Matthew	26:47	–	56;	Mark	14:43	–	52;	Luke	22:47	–	53;
John	18:1	–	12

The	 disciples	 didn’t	 want	 the	 soldiers	 to	 take	 Jesus	 away	 from	 the
garden.	A	 disciple	 named	Peter	 took	 a	 sword	 and	 cut	 off	 one	 soldier’s
ear.	But	Jesus	told	Peter	to	put	his	sword	away.	Then	Jesus	touched	the
man’s	ear	and	made	it	well	again.
Jesus	did	not	want	the	disciples	to	fight.	He	said	that	God	would	send

down	many	angels	from	heaven	to	fight	for	Him	if	He	asked.	But	Jesus



would	not	ask	 them	to	come.	He	was	willing	 to	 let	 the	men	take	Him.
And	He	was	willing	to	let	them	kill	Him.
Why	was	 Jesus	willing	 to	 let	 the	men	do	 these	 things?	Because	 that
was	the	way	He	was	going	to	be	punished	for	all	our	sins.
The	men	took	Jesus	out	of	the	garden.	The	disciples	were	afraid	that
they	would	be	taken	too,	so	they	ran	away.

Questions

•	How	do	you	think	the	disciples	felt	when	they	saw	the	men	taking
Jesus	away?
•	What	did	the	disciple	named	Peter	do?
•	What	did	Jesus	do	to	the	man’s	ear?
•	Why	was	Jesus	willing	to	let	the	men	kill	Him?
•	When	the	disciples	saw	the	men	taking	Jesus	away,	what	did	they	do?
•	What	would	you	have	done?

Memory	Verse

Now	faith	is	confidence	in	what	we	hope	for	and	assurance	about	what
we	do	not	see.



Hebrews	11:1



STEP	96



Death	of	a	King
Matthew	26:57	–	68;	27:1	–	2,11	–	50

In	our	country,	when	people	do	wrong	things,	only	judges	can	tell	them
what	their	punishment	will	be.	But	in	Jesus’	day,	the	governor	could	also
punish	people	for	doing	wrong	things.	The	men	who	wanted	to	kill	Jesus
took	Him	to	the	governor.
These	men	were	very	bad	because	they	lied	when	they	said	Jesus	had

done	wrong.	 Jesus	 had	 not	 done	wrong.	 He	 claimed	 to	 be	 God’s	 Son,
which	was	true,	but	it	made	the	men	mad.	They	said	that	Jesus	was	bad



and	should	be	killed.
The	governor	did	not	care	about	Jesus.	He	told	his	soldiers	they	could
beat	 Jesus	with	a	whip.	 It	hurt	 Jesus	 and	 cut	His	 skin.	They	got	 some
thorny	branches,	wound	them	together	 into	a	crown,	and	pushed	them
down	on	Jesus’	head.	They	spit	on	Him	and	called	Him	names.

Then	 the	 soldiers	 made	 Jesus	 carry	 the	 wooden	 cross	 through	 the
crowds	 that	 had	 gathered	 to	 watch.	 They	 hammered	 great	 big	 nails
through	His	hands	and	feet	to	hold	Him	to	the	cross.
It	 hurt	 Jesus	 very	much,	 but	He	 did	 all	 of	 that	 for	 you	 and	me.	He
loves	us	that	much.
The	 soldiers	 then	 raised	 the	 cross	 with	 Jesus	 nailed	 to	 it,	 and	 they
stayed	there	to	watch	Him	die.

Questions

•	What	did	the	men	who	wanted	to	kill	Jesus	tell	the	governor	about
Him?
•	Were	they	lying?
•	What	did	the	governor	do?
•	What	did	the	soldiers	do?
•	What	did	the	soldiers	nail	Him	to?
•	Why	did	Jesus	go	through	all	of	that?

Memory	Verse

…	We	wait	 for	 the	 blessed	 hope	—	 the	 appearing	 of	 the	 glory	 of	 our
great	God	and	Savior,	Jesus	Christ…



Titus	2:13



STEP	97



Jesus	Is	Alive!
Matthew	28:1	–	8;	Mark	15:42	–	47;	16:1	–	7;	Luke	23:53

There	was	a	rich	man	named	Joseph	who	loved	Jesus.	When	Joseph	saw
that	Jesus	was	dead,	he	went	to	the	governor	and	asked	if	he	could	take
Jesus	down	from	the	cross	and	bury	Him.	The	governor	said	okay.
Joseph	 had	 Jesus	 taken	 down	 from	 the	 cross.	 Joseph	 wrapped	 up

Jesus’	 dead	 body	 in	 some	 new,	 clean	 cloth.	 A	 good	 man	 named
Nicodemus	 helped	 Joseph.	 They	 buried	 Jesus	 in	 a	 tomb	 that	 was
hollowed	out	of	a	rock.	Some	women	who	loved	Jesus	saw	where	they



buried	Him.
The	governor	sent	some	soldiers	to	roll	a	big	stone	in	front	of	the	tomb
and	then	stand	guard	to	keep	Jesus’	disciples	away.
Early	 in	 the	morning	when	 it	was	still	dark,	God	sent	an	angel	 from
heaven.	The	angel’s	face	was	bright	like	lightning,	and	his	clothes	were
as	white	as	snow.	When	the	soldiers	saw	the	angel,	they	were	so	afraid
that	they	fell	to	the	ground.	They	could	not	move.
The	 same	 women	 had	 come	 back	 to	 look	 at	 Jesus’	 tomb.	 They
wondered	who	would	roll	away	the	big	stone	 for	 them.	But	when	they
got	 there,	 the	 stone	was	 already	 rolled	 away,	 and	 an	 angel	was	 there.
The	women	were	afraid.	But	the	angel	said,	“Do	not	be	afraid,	for	I	know
that	you	are	looking	for	Jesus,	who	was	crucified.	He	is	not	here;	He	has
risen.”
Jesus	had	told	His	disciples	that	He	would	be	killed.	He	had	also	said
that	He	would	come	back	to	life	and	leave	the	grave	after	He	had	been
buried.	Jesus	did	what	He	had	said	He	would	do!

Questions

•	Where	did	Joseph	and	Nicodemus	bury	Jesus?
•	Whom	did	the	governor	send	to	watch	over	the	tomb?
•	What	did	they	roll	over	the	door	of	the	tomb?



•	What	did	the	women	see	when	they	arrived?
•	What	did	the	angel	tell	them?
•	Had	Jesus	told	the	disciples	that	He	would	come	to	life	again?

Memory	Verse

…	We	wait	 for	 the	 blessed	 hope	—	 the	 appearing	 of	 the	 glory	 of	 our
great	God	and	Savior,	Jesus	Christ…

Titus	2:13



STEP	98



Go	and	Tell	Others
John	20:19	–	21;	Matthew	28:18	–	19

After	He	came	out	of	the	grave,	Jesus	went	to	the	disciples.	They	were	in
a	 room	 together.	 Even	 though	 the	 door	 of	 the	 room	was	 closed,	 Jesus
came	into	the	room.	The	disciples	were	afraid	when	they	saw	Him.	They
didn’t	think	it	was	Jesus;	they	thought	He	was	dead.
Jesus	told	them	not	to	be	afraid.	He	showed	them	His	scarred	hands

and	 side,	 so	 they	would	 know	 it	was	Him.	He	 had	 really	 come	 to	 life
again.



Later,	Jesus	told	the	disciples,	“Therefore	go	and	make	disciples	of	all
nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of
the	 Holy	 Spirit,	 and	 teaching	 them	 to	 obey	 everything	 I	 have
commanded	 you.”	 He	 wanted	 everyone	 to	 know	 how	much	 He	 loved
them	and	that	He	had	been	punished	in	their	place	by	dying	on	the	cross
for	them.	Jesus	wanted	the	disciples	to	go	all	over	the	world	to	tell	every
person	about	Him.

Questions

•	How	did	the	disciples	feel	when	they	saw	Jesus?
•	Why	were	they	afraid?
•	What	did	Jesus	show	them	so	they	would	know	He	had	really	come	to
life	again?
•	What	did	He	tell	the	disciples	to	do?
•	What	does	He	want	you	and	me	to	do?

Memory	Verse

…	We	wait	 for	 the	 blessed	 hope	—	 the	 appearing	 of	 the	 glory	 of	 our
great	God	and	Savior,	Jesus	Christ…

Titus	2:13



STEP	99



In	Heaven
Luke	24:50;	Acts	1:9	–	10

After	 Jesus	 talked	 to	 the	 disciples,	 He	 took	 them	 out	 of	 the	 city	 to	 a
place	by	themselves.	While	He	was	speaking	to	them,	all	of	a	sudden	He
began	 to	go	up	 into	 the	sky.	He	went	up	higher	and	higher,	until	 they
saw	Him	go	into	a	cloud.	Soon	they	could	not	see	Him	anymore.
Two	angels	appeared	and	told	the	disciples,	“Men	of	Galilee,	why	do

you	 stand	 here	 looking	 into	 the	 sky?	 This	 same	 Jesus,	 who	 has	 been
taken	from	you	into	heaven,	will	come	back	the	same	way	you	have	seen



him	go	to	heaven.”

Jesus	is	in	heaven	now.	But	He	sees	all	of	us	as	if	He	were	here	with
us	—	and	He	is!
We	don’t	ever	need	be	afraid,	for	Jesus	does	not	forget	us.	He	hears	us
when	we	pray	to	Him,	and	He	helps	us	to	be	good.	When	He	comes	to
this	world	again,	 at	 the	 second	coming,	He	will	 call	us	 all	 to	Him.	He
will	take	us	to	heaven,	and	we	will	live	there	with	Him	always.

Questions

•	While	Jesus	was	speaking	to	the	disciples,	where	did	He	begin	to	go?
•	Who	came	and	spoke	to	the	disciples?
•	Where	did	the	angels	say	that	Jesus	had	gone?
•	Where	is	He	now?
•	Does	He	see	everyone?
•	How	long	will	His	followers	stay	with	Jesus	in	heaven?

Memory	Verse

…	We	wait	 for	 the	 blessed	 hope	—	 the	 appearing	 of	 the	 glory	 of	 our
great	God	and	Savior,	Jesus	Christ…



Titus	2:13



STEP	100



Jesus	Promises	the	Holy	Spirit
John	14:12	–	18,	26	–	27

“Very	truly	I	tell	you	whoever,	believes	in	me	will	do	the	works	I	have
been	doing,	and	 they	will	do	even	greater	 things	 than	 these,	because	 I
am	going	to	the	Father.	And	I	will	do	whatever	you	ask	in	my	name,	so
that	 the	 Father	 may	 be	 glorified	 in	 the	 Son.	 You	 may	 ask	 me	 for
anything	in	my	name,	and	I	will	do	it.
“If	you	love	me,	keep	my	commands.	And	I	will	ask	the	Father,	and	he

will	give	you	another	advocate	to	help	you	and	be	with	you	forever	—



the	Spirit	of	truth.	The	world	cannot	accept	him,	because	it	neither	sees
him	nor	knows	him.	But	you	know	him,	for	he	lives	with	you	and	will	be
in	you.	I	will	not	leave	you	as	orphans;	I	will	come	to	you.
“But	the	Advocate,	the	Holy	Spirit,	whom	the	Father	will	send	in	my
name,	will	teach	you	all	things	and	will	remind	you	of	everything	I	have
said	to	you.	Peace	I	leave	with	you;	my	peace	I	give	you.	I	do	not	give	to
you	as	the	world	gives.	Do	not	let	your	hearts	be	troubled	and	do	not	be
afraid.”

Questions

•	When	Jesus	went	back	to	heaven,	who	did	He	send?
•	Where	does	the	Holy	Spirit	live?
•	How	do	we	show	that	we	love	God?
•	What	does	the	Holy	Spirit	do?

Memory	Verse

…	We	wait	 for	 the	 blessed	 hope	—	 the	 appearing	 of	 the	 glory	 of	 our
great	God	and	Savior,	Jesus	Christ	…

Titus	2:13



Life	in	New	Testament	Times

Many	 years	 ago	 there	 were	 trails	 that	 came	 into	 the	 land	 of	 Israel.
They	came	from	the	east	and	from	the	north.	Other	trails	came	from
Egypt	in	the	south.

Traders	 used	 these	 trails	 to	 travel	 from	 one	 place	 to	 another.	 They
traveled	mostly	by	camel.	They	bought	and	sold	goods	along	the	way.
The	trails	went	through	Israel.	But	they	also	met	in	Israel.	It	was	almost
as	if	Israel	were	the	center	of	the	world.

In	a	way,	Israel	was	the	center	of	the	world.	Jesus	was	born	there.	All
of	the	things	that	happened	in	Bible	times	seemed	to	say,	“Israel	is	a
special	land.”

Places	of	Worship



The	beautiful	temple	stood	in	the	city	of	Jerusalem.	It	was	the	center	of
worship	for	the	Jews.	Herod	built	the	temple	again	not	long	before	Jesus
was	born.	The	temple	was	on	a	hill.	Its	shining,	white	marble	walls	could
be	seen	all	over	the	city.	Large	stone	gateways	opened	on	all	four	sides.
Jesus	called	this	temple	his	Father’s	house	(John	2:16).

Each	Jewish	town	also	had	a	smaller	meeting	place.	These	were	called
“synagogues.”	The	leader	of	the	synagogue	studied	the	Old	Testament
and	the	Jewish	laws.	He	then	could	teach	the	people.

On	the	inside,	synagogues	looked	much	like	some	of	our	churches.	The
people	sat	on	benches.	The	leader	stood	on	a	stage.	A	special	box	held
the	scrolls	of	the	books	of	the	Bible.

On	 the	 Sabbath	 day,	 the	 people	 came	 to	 the	 synagogue	 to	worship.
The	leader	read	a	verse	to	call	 the	people	to	worship.	Then	there	were
readings	 of	 thanksgiving	 and	 praise.	 Someone	 would	 lead	 in	 prayer.
After	 that,	 the	 leader	might	 ask	 someone	 to	 read	 from	 the	 Bible.	 Any
member	who	was	able	to	teach	could	give	the	sermon.	The	service	was
closed	with	a	blessing.

The	Laws	of	God

God	 gave	 the	 Jews	 the	 Ten	 Commandments	 and	 many	 other	 laws	 at
Mount	 Sinai.	Many	 Jews	 thought	 that	 trying	 to	 keep	 the	 law	was	 the
only	way	to	please	God.	They	began	to	add	many	of	their	own	laws	to
God’s	laws.	They	began	to	see	themselves	as	very	good	people.

Jesus	told	the	Jews	that	they	were	going	in	the	wrong	direction.	They



were	 so	 busy	 doing	many	 little	 things	 that	 they	were	 forgetting	 the
more	important	big	things.	They	were	forgetting	to	love	others.	They
were	forgetting	to	take	care	of	the	poor.	They	were	forgetting	to	love
God.

The	Sabbath	Day

God	 gave	 the	 people	 of	 Israel	 the	 Sabbath	 as	 a	 day	 of	 rest.	 On	 the
seventh	 day	 of	 every	week,	 they	 rested	 from	 their	work.	 They	 offered
special	sacrifices.

The	 scribes	 and	 Pharisees	 later	 added	 hundreds	 of	 laws	 about	 how
people	should	keep	the	Sabbath	holy.	Then	the	people	forgot	that	God
gave	 the	 Sabbath	 to	 be	 a	 blessing.	 Instead	 they	 just	 worried	 about
obeying	all	the	rules.

On	the	Sabbath	day,	people	could	not	travel	very	far.	They	could	not
carry	anything	from	one	place	to	another.	They	were	not	supposed	to
spit	on	the	ground.	If	they	did,	they	might	be	plowing	a	little	row	in
the	dirt.	And	that	would	be	work!	If	a	hen	laid	an	egg	on	the	Sabbath,
they	were	not	 supposed	 to	eat	 that	egg.	The	hen	had	worked	on	 the
Sabbath	to	lay	it.

When	 Jesus	 and	 his	 disciples	 picked	 some	 grain	 and	 ate	 it	 on	 the
Sabbath,	 the	 Pharisees	 said	 they	 were	 working.	 When	 Jesus	 healed
sick	people	on	the	Sabbath,	the	Pharisees	got	angry	and	wanted	to	kill
him.

Religious	Groups

The	most	 important	 religious	groups	 in	New	Testament	 times	were	 the
Pharisees	 and	 the	 Sadducees.	 The	 Sadducees	 were	 rich	 and	 powerful
men.	 The	 high	 priest,	 the	 chief	 priests,	 and	 rich	 businessmen	 all
belonged	to	the	Sadducees.	The	Sadducees	were	against	any	new	group
that	tried	to	change	Jewish	life.	That’s	why	they	were	against	Jesus	and
his	disciples.	The	Sadducees	also	rejected	many	of	 the	 teachings	of	 the



Pharisees.	They	did	not	believe	 that	people	would	 live	again.	They	did
not	believe	 in	angels	or	demons.	They	did	not	keep	all	 the	 laws	of	 the
Pharisees.	They	only	kept	the	law	of	Moses.

The	 Pharisees	 added	 hundreds	 of	 laws	 to	 the	 law	 God	 gave	Moses.
They	were	mostly	interested	in	keeping	all	these	laws.	But	many	of	the
Pharisees	 forgot	 some	of	God’s	 other	 laws.	They	were	proud	of	how
good	 they	were,	and	 they	did	not	 love	other	people.	However,	 there
were	 also	 Pharisees	who	 truly	 loved	 God	 and	 tried	 to	 do	what	was
right.

Seventy	of	the	most	 important	Pharisees	and	Sadducees	made	up	the
Jewish	 high	 court.	 This	 court	 was	 called	 the	 Sanhedrin.	 The	 high
priest	led	the	court.	The	Romans	let	this	court	decide	what	to	do	when
someone	 had	 broken	 a	 Jewish	 law.	 But	 this	 court	 did	 not	 have	 the
power	 to	 put	 anyone	 to	 death.	 If	 the	 Sanhedrin	 thought	 someone
deserved	to	die,	they	had	to	bring	the	person	to	the	Roman	courts.

The	Roman	Empire

Rome	 had	 begun	 to	 grow	 larger	 and	 stronger	 before	 Christ	 was	 born.
Wars	 were	 fought	 and	 many	 new	 lands	 were	 added	 to	 the	 Roman
Empire.	 This	 empire	 was	 very	 large.	 It	 included	 Spain	 and	 Germany,
North	Africa,	Asia	Minor,	Syria,	and	Israel.

Many	good	things	happened	because	of	Roman	rule.	There	was	peace



between	all	of	the	different	countries	in	the	empire.	The	Romans	also
set	 up	 good	 government	 everywhere.	 They	 built	 roads	 for	 safe	 and
easy	travel.	Many	of	the	people	were	able	to	speak	and	understand	the
same	language	—	Greek.

The	Romans	did	not	know	that	all	 these	things	would	make	it	easier
for	 the	gospel	 to	spread	to	many	lands.	They	did	not	know	that	God
had	prepared	the	way	for	Jesus	and	the	spread	of	the	good	news.	Later
Jesus’	 disciples	 traveled	more	 easily	 to	 faraway	 lands	 because	 there
was	peace	and	because	 there	were	good	roads.	They	could	bring	 the
gospel	in	the	Greek	language	to	many	people	in	many	areas.

The	Jews	hated	the	Romans.	They	believed	the	Romans	had	no	right
to	rule	over	them.	They	believed	the	Romans	had	no	right	to	take	their
money	 for	 taxes.	 They	 didn’t	 like	 the	 soldiers	 who	 lived	 in	 their
country.	The	Jews	also	hated	the	Romans	because	they	tried	to	change
the	 Jewish	 way	 of	 life.	 The	 Romans	 wanted	 everyone	 to	 act	 like
Romans.	 The	 Jews	 were	 looking	 for	 the	 Messiah.	 They	 thought	 he
would	become	their	king	and	would	free	them	from	the	Romans.

The	Jews	hated	tax	collectors	even	more	than	they	hated	the	Romans.
Many	tax	collectors	were	Jews	who	were	working	for	Rome.	Many	tax
collectors	 were	 dishonest.	 They	 took	 more	 money	 than	 they	 were
supposed	 to	 take.	 They	were	 cheating	 their	 own	 people	 to	 help	 the
enemy.

Jesus	 often	 talked	 and	 ate	 with	 tax	 collectors.	 Matthew	 was	 a	 tax
collector.	So	was	Zacchaeus.	Both	became	followers	of	Jesus.

Everyday	Life



Life	in	New	Testament	times	was	much	different	from	life	today.	It	was	a
simple	life.	Most	people	did	not	have	any	extras.	In	fact,	they	often	had
just	enough	to	live.	The	people	worked	hard,	and	children	had	to	share
the	work.

Houses

The	 people	 built	 their	 houses	 of	 mud	 bricks	 that	 were	 hardened	 by
laying	them	out	in	the	sun.	Sometimes	the	front	part	of	the	house	had	no
roof	over	it.	This	part	was	like	a	small	yard.	Behind	it	was	a	living	room
with	small	bedrooms	at	the	back.	The	floor	of	the	house	was	of	hard	and
smooth	 clay.	 Builders	 made	 the	 roof	 of	 heavy	 wooden	 beams	 with
boards	laid	across	them.	They	covered	the	boards	with	a	mixture	of	mud
and	 straw.	 This	 flat	 roof	 was	 a	 good	 place	 to	 work	 or	 sit.	 Sometimes
people	 slept	 on	 the	 roof	 on	 hot	 nights.	Usually	 a	 ladder	 or	 sometimes
steps	led	up	to	the	roof.

Most	 people	 had	 very	 little	 furniture	—	 just	 some	wooden	 stools,	 a
low	wooden	table,	and	some	sleeping	mats.	There	was	a	place	for	fire
and	 sometimes	 a	 small	 clay	 oven	 for	 baking	 bread.	 There	 was	 no
chimney,	 so	 the	 smoke	 had	 to	 find	 its	 way	 out	 of	 the	 small,	 high
window	 openings.	 Some	 houses	 had	 wooden	 doors.	 Others	 had
doorways	covered	with	grass	mats	or	cloth.

Food



The	people	ate	foods	like	milk	and	cheese,	grapes,	figs,	olives,	honey	and
barley	cakes,	eggs,	chickens,	fish	and	goat	meat,	beans,	cucumbers,	and
onions.

The	first	meal	of	the	day	was	usually	bread	and	cheese.	Sometimes	a
family	 would	 eat	 a	 light	 meal	 at	 noon.	 Again,	 bread	 was	 the	 main
part.	The	people	had	their	large	meal	of	the	day	in	the	evening.	They
usually	ate	bread	and	fish,	fruit,	and	vegetables.	The	common	people
often	ate	meat	only	on	very	special	days.

Clothing

The	clothing	of	New	Testament	times	was	simple.	Besides	underclothing,
the	people	wore	robes	with	a	belt	tied	around	the	waist.	Over	the	robe,
they	 often	 wore	 a	 cape.	 Children	 usually	 had	 shorter,	 knee-length



clothing.	 They	 sometimes	 wore	 a	 kind	 of	 pullover	 shirt.	 Women
decorated	their	clothing	with	brightly	colored	weaving	and	sewing.

The	 people	wore	 sandals	without	 socks.	 Their	 feet	were	 often	 dusty
from	walking	on	 their	dirt	 streets	and	 roads.	They	washed	 their	 feet
often.

Work

The	 people	 did	many	 different	 kinds	 of	work.	 Some	were	 farmers	 and
builders	 and	 makers	 of	 pottery.	 Others	 were	 bakers	 and	 doctors	 and
teachers.	 There	 were	 watchmen	 who	 guarded	 the	 cities.	 There	 were
workers	in	leather	and	workers	in	metal.	Jesus’	father	was	a	carpenter.
He	 also	 knew	 about	 herding	 sheep.	 Peter,	 James,	 and	 John	 were
fishermen.	Matthew	was	a	 tax	collector.	There	were	scribes	who	wrote
letters	and	copied	the	laws	and	the	books	of	the	Bible.

Women	had	to	work	hard	in	their	homes.	The	first	 thing	they	would
do	in	the	morning	was	make	the	bread	for	the	day.	They	would	grind
the	grain	 into	 flour,	 then	make	dough	 into	 loaves	of	bread	and	bake
them.	The	women	also	had	to	carry	water	from	the	well	and	get	wood
for	 the	 fire.	 They	made	 all	 the	 clothes	 for	 the	 family,	 spinning	 and
weaving	their	own	cloth	out	of	flax	and	wool.

Parents	 expected	 their	 children	 to	 help	 with	 the	 work.	 Girls	 helped
their	mothers	with	all	 the	household	work.	Boys	helped	their	 fathers
in	 their	 work	 and	 were	 expected	 to	 follow	 the	 same	 trade	 as	 their
fathers.

Schools



Parents	 taught	 their	 children	 Bible	 verses	 when	 they	 were	 still	 very
young.	 They	 learned	 verses	 from	 the	 law	 and	 stories	 from	 the	 Old
Testament.

When	boys	were	five	or	six	years	old,	they	went	to	school.	The	leader
of	 the	 synagogue	 taught	 them.	 For	 the	 first	 four	 years,	 they	 studied
mostly	the	first	five	books	of	the	Bible.	By	then	they	knew	the	laws	of
God	very	well.	They	also	learned	how	to	read	and	write	Hebrew.	For
the	next	several	years,	they	studied	other	books	of	the	Bible	and	other
Jewish	writings.

When	 a	 Jewish	 boy	 reached	 the	 age	 of	 twelve	 or	 thirteen,	 he	 was
considered	to	be	a	man.	The	boy	and	his	family	and	friends	celebrated
with	 a	 special	 ceremony	 and	 often	 a	 party.	Most	 boys	 left	 school	 at
this	age.

Conclusion

The	time	of	the	New	Testament	was	the	best	possible	time	for	Jesus	to
come.	The	people	were	looking	for	the	Messiah.	The	safe	roads	made	it
much	easier	for	early	Christians	to	travel	to	spread	the	good	news	of	the
Savior.	 The	 common	 language	 made	 it	 much	 easier	 for	 them	 to	 tell
others	 about	 Jesus.	 People	 were	 eager	 to	 hear	 about	 him.	 God	 had
everything	planned	and	ready.
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